AN ORDINARY MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING OF THE ASIATIC SOCIETY
WILL BE HELD ON MONDAY, 6TH AUGUST, 2018 AT 5.00 P.M.
IN THE VIDYASAGAR HALL OF THE SOCIETY

MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO BE PRESENT

Agenda
1.

Confirmation of the Minutes of the Ordinary Monthly General Meeting held on 2nd July, 2018 at
5.00 p.m.

2.

Obituary Note on Bireshwar Bandyopadhyaya will be read by Professor Pallab Sengupta.

3.

Exhibitions of presents made to the Society in July, 2018.

4.

Notice of Intended Motion, if any, under Regulation 49(d).

5.

Matters of current business and routine matters for disposal under Regulation 49(f).

6.

Consideration of Reports and Communications from the Council as per Regulation 49(g).

7.

The paper on "Translation of Sanskrit Works in Three Modern Indian Languages" will be read
by Professor Mau Das Gupta.

The Asiatic Society
1, Park Street
Kolkata 700016
Dated the 20th day of July 2018

(S B Chakrabarti)
General Secretary
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Paper to be Read

Translation of Sanskrit Works in Three
Modern Indian Languages
Mau Das Gupta*
The great volume of ancient Indian literature is primarily composed
in the Old Indo-Aryan languages, viz. Vedic and Classical Sanskrit.
This literature has been considered to be the repository of history,
culture, knowledge and wisdom of ancient Indians through millennia. The same has been translated and retranslated from time
immemorial to reach the people of later ages. Majority of ancient
Indian texts have already been translated into modern Indian
languages and some major European and Asian languages too. The
present paper will attempt to estimate how far a translation can
be useful to deliver the original thought expressed in an archaic
language to its target language; particularly when the latter is a
modern offshoot of the former. In this respect I will try to discuss
the important translation works of a few Sanskrit texts in three
modern Indian languages, viz. Bengali, Hindi and Asssamese. I
would particularly discuss the translations of Vālmīki-Rāmāyaƒa,
Gītā, Bhāgavata-purāƒa and Meghadūta in the three languages
mentioned in my abstract.

*Associate Professor, Department of Sanskrit, University of Calcutta.
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Obituary

Bireshwar Bandyopadhyaya
(1920-2018)

For most of the senior
members and staff of the
Asiatic Society, he was
known as Bireshwarda.
This near-centurian man
was a devoted folklorist,
an efficient librarian and
a powerful journalist.
Author of a number of
scholarly and well-researched books on some almost
unexplored genre of Bengali folklore, Bireshwarda
was an epitome of politeness and gentlemanship.
The ancient legend "Scholarship awards humility"
Œ!î˜Äy ˜˜y!•þ !îlëû ‚ Š was symbolised by his very
presence.
He was born in Kolkata. From a very tender age,
he was closely involved in the freedom movement
of the country. This very political consciousness
ultimately led him to the Marxist ideology. And as
a consequence, he became an active worker of the
Communist Party of India, where he worked with
poet Sukanta Bhattacharya and some other young
writers. Bireshwarda was mainly associated with the
journals of the party: ò?lë%m*ó and òßºy™#l•þyó where
he regularly wrote feature articles on the condition
of Bengal's rural people. In this connection, he used
a nom-de-plume 'Shaikh Kalu'.
Afterwards, he used to work for sometime in the
Agriculture Department of West Bengal Government
and then in a private banking house. But both the
sojourns were short lived due to political reasons.
Bireshwarda then started working in the library
of the Asiatic Society and remained there for a
number of years. He always seemed to be a store
house of information and ever-helpful to meet all
the requirement of the readers. Bireshwarda then
joined Bharatiya Bhasha Parishad in the post of the
Librarian. After retirement, he was attached to daily
newspaper of C. P. I. (M) ˆ”¢!_« for quite a prolonged
period. He was also connected with ›%î×
û #– the journal

of Kolkata Municipal Corporation, and also of then
in ‹þ•%þöìÜñy”Ð. Bireshwarda's celebrated work on Bengali
foklore was òîy‚¡yöì˜öì¢îû ¤. ²Ì¤öìDó (About the street
clowns of Bengal), where he made a minute and
painstaking study of commonplace jesters, who
emerged initially in the rural areas of Bengal in the
early phase of the 19th century; and then being
patronised by the wealthy urban gentry of Kolkata,
they came into the city where they entertained
people with terse social satires and flat jokes. They
were quite popular even in the early decades of the
last century. Bireshwarda, as a devout researcher,
collected their songs and social broadsides and has
made a remarkable analysis, which is really valuable
for the study of Kolkata's social-cultural history.
His some other notable works are: òö¥öìØþy î¥z öôöì‘þy
Sé’þüyó Œ Booklets, available in the rural market places
and Village-rhymes); òëyeyˆyöìlîû ¥z!•þî,_ó (History of the
yātrās); ò†þ¡†þy•þyîû ôy!Øþ G ôyl%£ìó (Land and the people of
Kolkata); òþ›ílyØþöì†þîû †þíyó (About the street-dramas);
òþ›!Ù‹þôîöìDîû ö¡ï!†þ†þ ö˜îöì˜î# G ö¡y†þ!îÙ»y¤ó (Folkgodlings of West Bengal and related beliefs) etc.
Bireshwarda was awarded 'Dineshchandra Sen
Memorial Prize' for his life-time pursuit of folklore of
the Bengali people, by Rabindra Bharati University.
He was also on awardee of 'Lebedef Prize', 'Gandhi
Prize' etc.
As a folklorist, we should credit him with
very high esteem. His intensive survey of certain
subaltern levels of Bengali's cultural orbit, has placed
him somewhat uniquely among the 20th century
folklorists of the country. His political idealogy
led him to a deep sympathy for the downtrodden
people; subsequently, the very same psychye,
inspired him to search for their cultural features: ¤.—
ëyey— ö¥öìØþy î¥z— öôöì‘þy Sé’þüy— street- drama; folk-godlings
and beliefs etc. etc.
A man of high morality and undaunted spirit
Bireshwarda was a wonderful scholar, who lived for
his people. We will miss him dearly.
Pallab Sengupta
Former President, The Asiatic Society
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Art Appreciation

Two Remarkable Portraits Done by Robert Home in
The Collection of The Asiatic Society

SIR GEORGE HILARO BARLOW
A portrait painting in oils on canvas (size - 30" x
26") done by Artist Robert Home is in the collection
of the Asiatic Society, Kolkata since 5th November,
1834.
Sir George Hilaro Barlow was a person of
highest achelon of British administration in India.
He is wearing a Royal Blue jacket with a creast of
star embroidered on his chest-pocket and a white
cravat around his neck added an extra dignity to
his personality.
His fair European skin and silky-grey hair against
matching dark background has given good relief
to the face and the figure, and pushed it forward to
the viewers. Unlike conventional portrait painting,
Sir Barlow is captured in a smiling face with a side
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glance towards his left shoulder. His clean-shaven
face with broad forehead, pointed beak-nose and
thin lips with a smile is quite interesting to an earnest
observer. From the point of documentation, as well,
it is a valuable work and should be preserved with
care.
A half length of portrait measuring 30"x26",
executed by the artist Robert Home, is in the
collection of the Asiatic Society presented by
Brigadier and Colonel Home on 5th November,
1834. Sir George wears a white cravat and a black
coat with the Star and red ribbon of the Order of the
Bath. His smiling face is turned towards the left to
the viewers, but the eyes look to the front. His hair
and whiskers are white.
Barlow was born in 1762, the fourth son of
William Barlow of Bath, and the younger brother
of Admiral Sir Robert Barlow. He was appointed
to the Bengal Civil Service in 1778 and arrived
in the Revenue Department and entrusted with
the carrying out of the Parmanent Settlement. In
1796 he became the Chief Secretary to the Govt.,
and in 1801, a Member of Council. In 1802 he was
nominated provisional Governor-General. On the
demise of Lord Cornwallis in October 1805, Barlow
temporarily succeeded him. During his short term
of office he continued the policy of Cornwallis, both
in country and foreign affairs. In July 1807, he was
superseded by Lord Minto, and at the end of the
year assumed the Governorship of Madras. Here he
failed utterly at a crisis though he was an able men
and a good servant. As a Secretary he rendered
invaluable service to Lord Cornwallis, Sir John Shore
and Lord Wellesley. He was a member of the Asiatic
Society from its very beginning and was for a short
time its Secretary.

Art Appreciation

DR JOHN LAIRD
The portrait in oils on canvas (30" x 26") is one of
the several good works executed by Robert Home
now in the collection of the Asiatic Society, Calcutta.
Maintaining the usual characteristics of Victorian
or Royal Academic- style of portrait painting, the
artist placed his subject slightly towards his right
leaving broader space on his left against a heavy
red-curtain hung behind him fitted diagonally
from the left corner giving it an extra dimension

Somnath Mukherjee

and depth in the painting. Mr. John Laird sitting
on a sofa, slightly leaning on the back-rest, clad
in white shirt and white cravat tied in cross-bow
naught, created a harmony with the face. He is put
on heavy long-coat over a waist-coat in matching
Oxford-blue and blakish-grey colour, has added
extra glamour and proud personality to the person
concerned befitting to his official and social status.
His face in fair European skin-colour, broad forehead,
long nose, thin lips and silky grey hair beautifully
back-brushed covering his ears down to the neck,
depicted him as man in graceful style.
The work should be preserved with due care and
displayed in prominent place.
A half length of portrait, measuring 30"x26",
painted by Robert Home and presented to the
Society in November 1834 by the same donar.
The broad clean-shaven face looks straight at the
spectator. The hair is white or powdered, wears a
black coat and waistcoat. Behind him hangs a red
curtain.
Dr. John Laird was appointed to the Bengal
Medical Service on 3rd February 1771. He was on
active service in 1781 with a troops under Popham,
and was favourably mentioned as a diligent and
brave officer in an account of an attack on Cheyt
Singh's troops in front of Patiala forte, under Captain
Blair. In 1795 he rose to be the President of the
Hospital Board and Director of Hospitals.

Isha Mahammad
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From the Desk of the General Secretary
Dear Members,
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Let me exchange my good wishes with all of you on the
eve of 72nd Independence Day of our country. We sincerely
take a pledge to go ahead with the academic programmes
initiated by the Asiatic Society during this financial year. I have
also mentioned about it in the Monthly Bulletin of July 2018.
In addition to that, let me mention that we have also a plan
to republish a book entitled ‘Studies in Gandhism’ written by
late Professor Nirmal Kumar Bose who was the President of
the Asiatic Society in 1972 but could not complete the tenure
because of his sudden death. Further, we are contemplating
to organize a conference by inviting the representatives of all
the existing Asiatic Societies in other parts of the world at the
moment. A collaborative seminar will be organized jointly by
the Asiatic Society and the Anthropological Survey of India on
the occasion of 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.
Let me also share with you that during the meeting held on
26th June, 2018 at Indira Gandhi National Centre for Arts,
New Delhi of all the organizations belonging to the Ministry
of Culture, Government of India chaired by Dr. Mahesh
Sharma, the Hon’ble Minister of Culture, who spontaneously
mentioned with profound appreciation of the recent activities
of the Asiatic Society.
The academic activities scheduled and implemented
in July, 2018 which were not mentioned in last month’s
Bulletin were varied in nature. For example, Shri Jawhar
Sircar, IAS (Retd.) and Former Secretary, Ministry of Culture,
Government of India and CEO, Prasar Bharati, New Delhi
delivered Biman Behari Memorial Lecture on ‘Asuras in Indian
Tradition : A Historio Anthropological Analysis’. A lecture
was organized on the History of Indian Films by Professor
Sanjay Mukhopadhyay, Former Head of the Department of
Film Studies, Jadavpur University followed by screening of
the documentary film ‘Aurora Bioscope’ produced by the
Films Division and presented by Aurora Film Corporation,
directed by Shri Anjan Bose. The in-house training programme
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From the Desk of the General Secretary
on Exhibition and Display of Museum Objects
was organized on 20th July, 2018. This was
inaugurated by Shri Arijit Dutta Chowdhury,
Director General of National Council of Science
Museums, Kolkata.
The meeting of the Planning Board, the
highest policy making body, was held on 20th
July, 2018 in the forenoon at the premises of
the Asiatic Society under the Chairmanship of
Shri Raghvendra Singh, IAS, Secretary to the
Government of India, Ministry of Culture. A
number of future academic programmes were
discussed for initiating further follow up action.
The Secretary then visited Museum, Library
and the Heritage Building (estd. in 1808) and
appreciated the progress of work specially
mentioning about the valuable manuscripts,
documents, paintings etc. in the possession of
the Asiatic Society.

Dr. Bimala Churn Law Gold Medal, 2017
was awarded to Professor Tamo Mibang, ViceChancellor, Rajiv Gandhi University, Arunachal
Pradesh on 24th July 2018 who could not come
due to his illness on the Award Giving Ceremony
held on 7th May, 2018. Professor Mibang after
receiving the award delivered a brief talk on the
cultural and linguistic diversities of the present
day Arunachal Pradesh.
A number of endowment lectures have
been scheduled during the month of August,
2018 including an International Conference of
the Authors during 23-25 August, 2018, who
contributed their papers for the 3-volume
publication entitled ‘Comprehensive History
of Modern Bengal (1700-1950)' under the
General Editorship of Professor Sabyasachi
Bhattacharya, former Vice-Chancellor of VisvaBharati University, Santiniketan.

(S B Chakrabarti)
General Secretary
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Academic Programmes

Academic Programmes
August, 2018

8

3

GSI Sesquicentennial Commemorative Lecture for the year 2017
By Dr. Anupendu Gupta, Former Deputy Director General, Geological Survey of India.
Topic: Non-Renewable Solid Mineral Resources are heading for exhaustion within
foreseeable future—Reality or Myth : A critical appraisal of the present status and
future perspective of the Mineral Resources in India
Humayun Kabir Hall at 4 p.m.

8

Indira Gandhi Memorial Lecture for the year 2017
By Professor Sukanta Chaudhuri, Emeritus Professor, Department of English
and Founder Director, School of Cultural Texts and Records, Jadavpur University.
Topic : The Necessity of Pluralism
Humayun Kabir Hall at 4 p.m.

10

Special Lecture by Professor Annapurna Chattopadhyay, Fellow of the Asiatic
Society Topic: Studying the importance of the archaeologists and archaeological
evidences for constructing history as enlightened by an eminent archaeologist-cumhistorian Professor Sudhir Ranjan Das
Humayun Kabir Hall at 3 p.m.

14

Dr. Satyendra Nath Sen Memorial Lecture by Shri Chandra Sekhar Ghosh, MD and
CEO, Bandhan Bank
Vidyasagar Hall at 3 p.m.

17

Dr. Panchanan Mitra Memorial Lecture for the year 2017
By Professor Siva Prasad Rambhatia, Department of Anthropology, University of
Hyderabad.
Humayun Kabir Hall at 4 p.m.

20

Special Lectures on Rabindranath in the World of Perso-Arabic Literature
Speakers: Professor Md. Sanaullah Nadawi, Department of Arabic, Aligarh Muslim
University and Professor M. Firoze, former Professor, Deptt. of Arabic and Persian,
University of Calcutta.
Lectures will be followed by a Cultural Programme on Persian rendering of Rabindrasangeet to be performed by students of Visva Bharati.
Joint Coordinators : Professor M. Isharat Ali Molla and Dr. Ramkrishna Chatterjee.
Vidyasagar Hall at 11 a.m.- 5 p.m.
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Academic Programmes
21

23-25

Pandit Iswarchandra Vidyasagar Memorial Lecture
by Professor Sourin Bhattacharyya, Sahitya Akademi Awardee
Topic: Reason, Fairness, Ethics (Jukti, Nyaya, Niti)
Vidyasagar Hall at 4 p.m.
Second Authors’ Conference on Comprehensive History of Modern Bengal
Edited by Professor Sabyasachi Bhattacharya
Coordinator: Dr. Ramkrishna Chatterjee
Vidyasagar Hall at 11 a.m. each day

September, 2018
7

Dr. Biman Behari Memorial Lecture for the year 2017
By Professor Suvira Jaiswal, Former Professor, Centre for Historical Studies,
Jawahar Lal Nehru University, New Delhi
Humayun Kabir Hall at 4 p.m.

14

Seminar on the occasion of Two Hundred Years of Death Anniversary of
Gerasim S. Lebedev.
Coordinator : Dr. Sisir Majumdar
Vidyasagar Hall at 11 a.m.

18

Special Lecture by Professor Sudhir Chakrabarty on Banglar Gouna Dharma
Humayun Kabir Hall at 3 p.m.
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Heritage Matters

Newly Discovered Protohistoric Sites in
Western Bengal
Rajat Sanyal1, Sujit Dasgupta2 & Bidhan Halder3
Interfluvial tracts of the Damodar-Ajay and
the Dwarakeswar-Damodar rivers in the western
part of West Bengal, particularly in the districts of
Bardhaman and Bankura, have been subjected to
intensive archaeological investigations in the later
decades of the twentieth century, ever since the
recognition of a protohistoric level of occupation
at the site of Pandu Rajar Dhibi in Bardhaman. As
a result, several sites in the form of surface scatters
or standing mounds were either freshly discovered
or rediscovered during series of explorations in this
part of the eastern fringe area of the Chhotanagpur
plateau.
Compared to the volume of archaeological
literature on the above mentioned areas, works
carried out further north along the interfluves of
the Mayurakshi-Dwaraka-Bansloi drainage systems,
within the Birbhum and, occasionally, the adjoining
Murshidabad districts, are essentially unimpressive,
particularly in the realms of protohistoric and historic
archaeological research. Morphostratigraphically,
the region broadly forms part of what has been
called the ‘Shelf zone’ to the west of the BhagirathiHooghly river system, constituted with varying
geomorphological formations, within defined
micro-regions, viz., ‘Rajmahal’, ‘Lalgarh’, ‘Sijua’ and
‘Daintikri/Panskura’ surfaces. Archaeological sites
in this zone are mostly located in the Older Deltaic
Plain between the Lateritic upland of the ‘Ilambazar’
surface and the Younger Deltaic Plain of the ‘Kandi’
surface.
Earlier explorations and occasional reconnais1 Department of Archaeology, University of Calcutta
2 (Formerly) Geological Survey of India
3 Department of Archaeology, University of Calcutta

10

MONTHLY BULLETIN AUGUST 2018

sance along the river Mayurakshi, which formed
the northernmost flow adjacent to the western
plateau, have resulted in the discovery of some
major sites in the region, of which some were later
subjected to excavations. Sporadic explorations also
brought to light some important sites containing
Black-and-Red Ware (hereafter BRW) pottery, the
characteristic ceramic evidence for the protohistoric
cultural level in eastern India, as well as later ceramic
and other cultural material. A critical review of the
vernacular literature on the archaeological potential
of the region composed between the early and
middle decades of the twentieth century, however,
clearly underlines the quantitative strength and
geographical spread of archaeological settlements
in this region. For example, many of the sites, that
escaped the attention of professionally trained
archaeologists in the last one century, were meticulously reported by Harekrishna Mukhopadhyay in
the first two decades of the twentieth century and
later by Gaurihar Mitra in the mid-twentieth century.
Apart from the significance of these early writings
in the context of the study of history of archaeology in Bengal, their potential for undertaking fresh
archaeological researches in the region can hardly
be overemphasized.
With a view to understanding the nature and
distribution of archaeological settlements in the
region, in the light of a thorough survey afresh,
intensive explorations were undertaken in the
Mayureswar, Rampurhat, Nalhati and Murarai
Police Stations of the Birbhum district in 2014-15,
2015-16 and 2017-18. The explorations resulted
in the discovery of a number of either hitherto
unreported or otherwise reported but improperly
studied sites. Of about forty-two sites documented

Heritage Matters
in the three seasons, here we will focus on sites
containing evidence in the form of BRW pottery,
suggesting an early habitation at these sites in
the protohistoric period. Altogether six sites with
BRW ceramic samples, found in the form of surface
scatters, were documented during explorations.
These sites are located in the villages named
Paikar (24°26’16.32”N/ 87°54’37.69”E) and Bhagail
(24°24’54.48”N/87°56’27.51”E) in Murarai Police
Station, Mehagram (24°14’52.35”N/ 87°51’08.29”E)

Plate 1

and Bhadrapur (24°15’34.3”N/ 87°56’57.9”E) in the
Nalhati Police Station and Keotpara (23°59’11.87”N/
87°45’46.47”E) and Asuralay (23°59'16.7"N/
87°43'11.1"E.) in the Mayureswar Police Station (Pl. 1).
Paikar/Paikore is the otherwise well-known site
located in Murarai Bolck I, famous for the two early
medieval inscriptions datable to the eleventhtwelfth centuries. The present exploration resulted
in the recovery of extensive surface scatters of
ceramic remains in the different sectors of the
village. The BRW specimens were collected from
the surface of the village playground, which stands
atop a mound. Specimens of BRW of fine fabric were
also collected from the dried meandering bed of
the river Pagla. The site demands further intensive

survey and excavation. The site of Bhagail that
remained unreported so far is formed by a relatively
undisturbed deposit spread over ~ 1.66 Acre (0.67
HA) area, forming a low mound beyond the current
habitation of the village. Extensive concentration
of pottery thickly strewn all over the surface and
sections of the mound are noteworthy. BRW and
related ceramic evidence in the form of Red, Black
and Grey Wares were collected from the contiguous
cultivable lands, suggesting that these areas also
formed part of the habitation
mound. A legged quern made of
stone and typologically datable
to the early historic period was
also collected from one of the
villagers.
Sites in the Nalhati Police
Station, viz., Mehagram and
Bhadrapur, are all represented by
standing mounds, though badly
disturbed by modern habitation.
The Mirpara sector of the village
of Bhadrapur, now thick ly
populated by modern habitation,
is an archaeological mound (Pl.
2). Thick deposit of mixed ceramic
evidence, including some sherds
of medium to coarse BRW, was
collected from the surface. The site of Mehagram is
again disturbed with modern habitation. Specimens
of fine to medium variety of BRW were collected
from the surface of what is called the Raijipara sector
of the village.
Of the two sites freshly discovered in the Police
Station of Mayureswar are both located in the
Mayureswar Block I. Keotpara is a habitation sector
of Mayureswar proper. The entire habitation here
stands atop a destroyed mound. Extensive surface
scatter of pottery indicates that probably the site
contained evidence of human occupation from
the BRW-bearing protohistoric level and continued
till the early medieval level, though no definitive
ceramic evidence of the early historic period was
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Plate 2

Plate 3

found during the survey. The most important
discovery made during these seasons was at a village
called Asuralay in the same Police Station (Pl. 3). A
mound locally called Asurdanga, located beyond
present habitation area of the village, is represented
by a perfectly preserved habitation mound of 17,300
Sq. M. (i.e. 4.27 Acre/ 1.73 HA). The low mound has
the highest elevation of 2.2 M from the surrounding
ground level, with the highest point recorded at
41.6M from MSL. The whole mound is strewn with
a thick deposit of large number of BRW pottery,

with characteristically Chalcolithic/protohistoric
shapes in different fabrics, along with some stray
evidence fluted core in stone, strongly indicating a
flourishing protohistoric habitation underneath. The
site is currently under excavation by the Department
of Archaeology, University of Calcutta, under the
direction of the first author. Discovery of these
hitherto unpublished protohistoric settlements
(pl. 4), in the western alluvial terrains of Bengal, is
expected to enhance our current knowledgebase
on the distribution of BRW-using sites in the region.

Plate 4
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Events

Seminar on Hindi Programme

Dr. Sarbani Bose introducing the significance of the
Programme. On the dais (L-R) Dr. Sujit Kumar Das, Professor
Isha Mahammad and Smt Rita Bhattacharya
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Eäò +ÆÊiÉ¨É ¦ÉÉMÉ Ë½þnùÒ ¨Éå |ÉºiÉÖiÉ ÊEòªÉÉ* <ºÉEäò ¤ÉÉnù ºÉÉäºÉÉ<]õÒ Eäò
Ê´ÉkÉ +ÊvÉEòÉ®úÒ ¸ÉÒ vÉÒ¨ÉÉxÉ SÉGò´ÉiÉÔ ¨É½þÉänùªÉ xÉä EòÊ´É xÉÉMÉÉVÉÖÇxÉ

Smt Rita Bhattacharya delivering lecture on
the occasion

EòÒ VÉÒ´ÉxÉÒ Eäò ºÉÉlÉ BEò EòÊ´ÉiÉÉ {ÉÉ`ö ÊEòªÉÉ* Ë½þnùÒ ¦ÉÉ¹ÉÉ Eäò
|ÉÉäiºÉÉ½þxÉ Eäò Ê±ÉB BEò ´ÉÉCªÉ ®úSÉxÉÉ |ÉÊiÉªÉÉäÊMÉiÉÉ EòÉ +ÉªÉÉäVÉxÉ
ÊEòªÉÉ lÉÉ* <ºÉ¨Éå ¦ÉÉMÉ ±ÉäxÉä ´ÉÉ±ÉÉå EòÉä |ÉlÉ¨É, ÊuùiÉÒªÉ +Éè®ú iÉÞiÉÒªÉ
{ÉÖ®úºEòÉ®ú Eäò +±ÉÉ´ÉÉ ºÉÉÆi´ÉxÉÉ {ÉÖ®úºEòÉ®ú ¦ÉÒ |ÉnùÉxÉ ÊEòªÉÉ MÉªÉÉ*
+ÆiÉ ¨Éå BÊ¶ÉªÉÉÊ]õEò ºÉÉäºÉÉ<]õÒ Eäò ¨É½þÉºÉÊSÉ´É b÷Éì. ºÉiªÉµÉiÉ
SÉGò´ÉiÉÔ ¨É½þÉänùªÉ xÉä <ºÉ EòÉªÉÇGò¨É Eäò ¤ÉÉ®äú ¨Éå +{ÉxÉÉ ºÉÆiÉÉä¹É
´ªÉHò ÊEòªÉÉ* =x½þÉåxÉä ªÉ½þ ¦ÉÒ ¤ÉÉä±ÉÉ ÊEò Ë½þnùÒ Eäò |ÉSÉÉ®ú-|ÉºÉÉ®ú
Eäò Ê±ÉB BäºÉÒ EòÉªÉÇ ¶ÉÉ±ÉÉ+Éå EòÉ ÊxÉªÉÊ¨ÉiÉ °ü{É ºÉä +ÉªÉÉäVÉxÉ
ÊEòªÉÉ VÉÉxÉÉ SÉÉÊ½þB* ½þ¨ÉÉ®äú EòÉä¹ÉÉvªÉIÉ +vªÉÉ{ÉEò ºÉÖÊVÉiÉ nùÉºÉ
¨É½þÉänùªÉ xÉä ºÉ¦ÉÒ EòÉ vÉxªÉ´ÉÉnù YÉÉ{ÉxÉ ÊEòªÉÉ*
®úÉVÉ¦ÉÉ¹ÉÉ Ê´É¦ÉÉMÉ, xÉ<Ç Ênù±±ÉÒ ÊxÉnäù¶ÉEò ¨É½þÉänùªÉ Eäò +xÉÖºÉÉ®ú,
½þ¨ÉÉ®úÉ EòÉªÉÇGò¨É {ÉÖ®úÒ iÉ®ú½þ ºÉä ºÉ¡ò±É ®ú½þÉ*
ºÉiªÉµÉiÉ SÉGò´ÉiÉÔ
¨É½þÉºÉÊSÉ´É
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Memorial Lecture

Shri Jawhar Sircar, IAS (Retd.), Former CEO, Prasar Bharati, delivering Dr. Biman Behari Memorial Lecture for the
year 2016 on July 4, 2018 at the Vidyasagar Hall before the distinguished audience.

The Asuras in Indian Tradition: A
Historio Anthropological Analysis
Synopsis of the Lecture
The mythological tradition of India has consigned
the Asuras as villains and every god or goddess of
consequence had to battle them and vanquish
them, to save humanity.
But who were these creatures? They are often
equated with the demonic and often endowed with
divine or supernatural qualities. In his talk, Shri Sircar
defined Asuras to cover the historical range of the
‘demonic’ in the Indian subcontinent.
According to Shri Sircar this broadband term
Asura covers rakshasas, danavas, pisachas, daityas,
yaksha, betala and all terrible creatures who have
villainised by sacred literature – from the Vedas and
the Ramayana-Mahabharata to the Puranas and
other forms of early and medieval Sanskrit literature.
At the beginning of his talk, he explained their
mythical origins and historical roots to the extent
possible. He also dwell briefly on their different
classes and explained them under an omnibus
broad-spectrum term. He has also examined
their historical and mythological significance in a
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dispassionately scientific and anthropological sense
– and not in terms of religious propaganda.
Then Shri Sircar attempted to position their role
as ‘anti-gods’ and explain why it was necessary to
paint them in the darkest of colours – to enhance
the ‘white-ness’ of the divine class. In fact, this binary
relationship and the Asura as the hated ‘other’ were
essential for Hindu and Buddhist-Jaina mythology
to bolster their own gods and goddesses.
The whole attempt of Shri Sircar's presentation
was to go beyond the 'textual' to the 'contextual’
and to try to locate fragments of the ‘indigenous
narratives'.
Scholars like D D Kosambi, Benoy Kumar
Sarkar, Nirmal Kumar Bose (The Hindu Mode of
Tribal Absorption), S C Roy, Hitesranjan Sanyal and
others have attempted, through their own different
disciplines and styles, to get out of the Brahmanical
narrative and from the formal to the informal. They
connect the hard data unearthed by generations
of archaeologists, historians, anthropologists and
scientists with what the sacred texts reveal.
Shri Sircar thus concluded : "It is only through
this process of re-evaluation can we balance the
one-sided Vedic/post-Vedic version of ‘indigenous
India’ and rehabilitate the much-despised Asura in
the collective memory of the Indian people."

Events

Mr Raghvendra Singh, IAS, Secretary, Ministry of Culture, Govt. of
India in the Asiatic Society on 20 July 2018 at the meeting of the
Planning Board

Professor Isha Mahammad, President of the Asiatic Society
welcomes Mr Raghvendra Singh

In the Meseum of the Asiatic Society
Mr Raghvendra Singh

Mr Raghvendra Singh with other members of
the Planning Board in the meeting

In the Library of the Asiatic Society
Mr Raghvendra Singh
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Film Studies

From BioScope to CinemaScope – A Journey
The Asiatic Society organised a special seminar followed by a documentary film show to
remember the “studio
age” of Bengali cinema.
The programme was
held at the Vidyasagar
Hall of the Society. ProProfessor Sanjay
fessor Sanjay MukhoMukhopadhyay delivering
padhyay, Department
the Keynote address
of Film Studies, Jadavpur University, was the keynote speaker at the
seminar. The topic was “Banglar Chalachitra: Studio
Yug”, where he portrayed the long history of Bengali
film, from not-so-elite to most popular form of entertainment, stressing the significant contribution
of different studios.
The history of cinema in Bengal has more than
a hundred years of legacy. The early age of Bengali
cinema, silent and talkies, was dominated by the
four founding fathers Hiralal Sen, Dhirendra Nath
Ganguly, Jamshedji Framji Madan and Birendra
Nath Sarkar. Hiralal Sen was credited as one of India’s
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In the dais (L-R) Professor Alok Kanti Bhoumick,
Professor Isha Mahammad, Sri Shankar Mukherjee
and Sri Anjan Kumar Bose
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first directors. Most of the films he made depicted
scenes from theatrical productions played at the
Star Theatre, Minerva Theatre and Classic Theatre.
Dhirendra Nath Ganguly was a film entrepreneur,
actor, and director of Bengali cinema. He had
set up a number of film production companies
like Indo-British Film Company, British Dominion
Films, and Lotus Film Company. Parsi entrepreneur
Jamshedji Framji Madan owned the first chain of
Indian cinemas, Madan Theatres Limited. In 1919,
the first Bengali silent feature film, Bilwamangal,
was produced by the same banner. Birendra Nath
Sarkar, known as the father of Bengali cinema, was
a film director, actor, and producer. He founded
the famous New Theatres Calcutta in 1931. Many
pioneers in Bengali literature and film industry
include Nazrul Islam, Premendra Mitra, Raichand
Boral, Pankaj Mullick and many others, associated
with New Theatres Calcutta.
Mukhopadhyay covered the subject as a critical
student of film appreciation, taking up issues
and linking them with the long history of Indian
films, particularly in the 1930s, 1940s and 1950s,
the period which experienced the revolutionary

Distinguished audience

Film Studies
changes in Indian cinema. His analysis of New
Theatres and Bombay Talkies as part of the Studio
Age, was most penetrating and interesting, the
literary and cinematic content in both of them thus
being highlighted. It was a combination of new
entrepreneurs as film-makers, producers, directors,
script writers, actors, artists and cinematographers.
The difference between the aura of this Studio Age
and what later became widely known as Bollywood
was also highlighted in the process. But his main
contention was that this studio age would be largely
misunderstood if we fail to see it as part of the social
and cultural history of the period. It was in this
context that he appreciated three successive figures
of Aurora Films Corporation, namely, Anadinath
Bose, Ajit Bose and Anjan Bose over the period of
a century. Even the much acclaimed golden age
of Bengali films of the later period, as indicated
by the calibre of film-makers such as Satyajit Ray,
Rwitwik Ghatak, Mrinal Sen and Tapan Sinha, and
cult actors such as Uttam Kumar, Suchitra Sen and
Saumitra Chatterjee among others, may be more
fruitfully linked with the earlier periods if we make
a more critical analysis of the history of Indian films
in a larger time span. In short, Professor Sanjay
Mukhopadhyay’s talk shows the urgent need of film
studies with special reference to its history, a critical,
social, cultural, and technical history of this visual art

form, for its true academic, commercial and artistic
appreciation.
Sri Anjan Kumar Bose, Director of the
documentary and the third-generation owner
of Aurora Film Corporation, introduced the past
histories of Aurora. Sri Shankar Mukherjee, member
of the Asiatic Society took the responsibility to
organize the whole programme and Professor Alok
Kanti Bhoumick, Vice-President of the Asiatic Society,
extended the vote of thanks. The programme was
chaired by Professor Isha Mahammad, President of
the Asiatic Society.
The lecture was followed by screening a
short documentary film under the title AURORA
BIOSCOPE related to the journey of Aurora Studio.
The documentary film portrayed many memories
of the golden age of Bengali film. Aurora pioneered
newsreels containing important video documents in
relation to Rabindranath Tagore, Mahatma Gandhi,
Subhas Chandra Bose, and other personalities.
Aurora was associated with the many of the Satyajit
Ray's notable films like Pather Panchali (1955),
Aparajito (1956), Parash Pathar (1958) and Jalsaghar
(1958).
Suman Hazra and Smita Halder
Research Fellows,
The Asiatic Society, Kolkata

Three generations of Aurora Film Corporation

Anadinath Bose

Ajit Bose

Anjan Bose
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Film Studies
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From the AURORA BIOSCOPE
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Jalsaghar
Pather Panchali

Aparajito
Raikamal

Ajantrik
Nibedita
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Arts speak louder than words

Painters’ Workshop at The Asiatic Society

A

seminar- cum-wor kshop on
“Techniques of Traditional Indian
Paintings” was held at the Vidyasagar
Hall of The Asiatic society From 1115 June, 2018. This for the first time
that the renowned artists under
the leadership of Professor Ajay
Ghosh, gave practical demonstration
in Tempera, Gauche, Transparent
Watercolour and Wash-Techniques
introduced by Abanindranath Tagore.
The workshop programme of drawing
and painting was preceded by lectures
of Dr Arunima Guin, Professor Amit
Dr. Somnath Mukherjee introducing the theme of the workshop. In the
Bhattacharjee, Sri Prasanta Kumar Daw dais (L-R) Dr Satyabrata Chakrabarti, Professor Isha Mahammad Dr. Ajay
and others on various aspects of art Ghosh, Dr. Keka Adhikari Banerjee and Professor Alok Kanti Bhowmick.
and aesthetics with special reference
to Classical Indian Painting, both in miniature format and mural painting in classical Indian style with special
reference to Natya-shastra, Nritya-bhangima and Mudra.
Young participants in the workshop felt that it was a rare opportunity for them to listen to the erudite
scholars on art and painting and at the same time to have the experience of learning the various methods
of preparation of colour for tempera medium to
the final stage of fine linear brush-work from the
renowned artists. Other than the young participants,
Professor Isha Mahammad, President and Dr
Satyabrata Chakrabarti, General Secretary, a few
other Members of the Council, Staff Members and
Research Scholars were found to sit and draw their
sketches and paintings in the workshop. Art-works
of the participants were displayed from 25 June to 4
July at the Vidyasagar Hall in an exhibition curated by
Dr Keka Adhikari Banerjee. The week-long workshop
was brilliantly designed and efficiently anchored by
Dr Somnath Mukherjee, the renowned teacher of
art history and Member of the Council, under the
guidance of Professor Isha Mahammad and Professor
Ajay Ghosh.
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Arts speak louder than words

Guru-~i%ya Parampar_ in the Painters’ Workshop
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Arts speak louder than words

Some of the creative outputs from Painters’
Workshop at The Asiatic Society

Isha Mahammad
Tarun Maity

Tapan Ghatak
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Prasanta Kole

Arts speak louder than words

Professor Ajay Kr. Ghosh

Budhaditya Banerjee

Kusumita Bhattacharya

Jyotiprasad Mullick

Swapan Kr. Roy

Jagadish Dutta

MONTHLY BULLETIN JULY 2018

23

Events

O

n 24th July, 2018 in the afternoon, Professor Tamo
Mibang,Vice Chancellor of Rajiv Gandhi University,
Arunachal Pradesh, was awarded Dr. Bimala Churn Law
Gold Medal of the Asiatic Society for the year 2017 for his
outstanding contribution in the field of Ethnology and
Folklore. Professor Mibang could not come to the Annual General Meeting and Award Presentation
Ceremony held on Monday, 7 th May 2018 due to his illness. While he was receiving the Award, he
thanked the Asiatic Society for awarding him this medal. In his brief speech he broadly made an
outline of ethnicity and language situation in contemporary Arunachal Pradesh in the backdrop
of a huge ethnic and linguistic diversities.

Professor George van Driem, University of Bern delivering a special lecture on 'The East Asian Linguistic
Phylum: Reconstruction based on Language and Genes' at the Humayun Kabir Hall on 22nd June, 2018
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Space for Research Fellow

Leprosy Researches in the early years (1920s -1950s)
of the Calcutta School of Tropical Medicine (CSTM)*
Apalak Das**

Lord Carmichael, the then Governor of Bengal, [ eventually the President of the Asiatic Society,
Bengal for 1913-15] laid the foundation stone of Calcutta School of Tropical Medicine (CSTM)
on 24th February, 1914. This had been the first institution which established a full time Leprosy
Research Center in the world in 1925. It was run by the Leprosy Relief Association jointly with
the Endowment Fund of the CSTM and IRFA. From the very beginning, the CSTM had to address
the aspects of the disease, for example, clinical medicine, therapy, histopathology, bacteriology
and epidemiology. The clinico-bacteriologic and histologic studies of leprosy focused on the
characteristics of lesions, along with that, a special investigation was made on thickened nerves. The
credit for this research went entirely to Dr. S.N. Chatterjee, who was a well-known leprosy worker
in the institution. He published articles on this particular topic in the renowned leprosy journals.
*This is an abstract of the paper presented in the International Conference on ‘Emergence of Modern Science in Colonial
India’ at the Indian National Science Academy (INSA), New Delhi and has been accepted for next Indian Journal of
History of Science issue (IJHS).
**Research Fellow of the Asiatic Society, History of Medicine.
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Space for Research Fellow
In 1935, CSTM had founded a rural investigation
annual report of British Empire Leprosy Relief
center in a leprosy endemic district of Bengal
Association (BELRA), published in 1946, that this
i.e. Bankura for epidemiological studies. From
Institute received approximately 1,500 leprosy
1920 onwards, this institute had become a
cases annually from all over Bengal of which
training center of medical men in leprosy. It was,
many of them were supposed to come from
indeed, a brainchild of Leonard Rogers, playing
government or railway hospitals and industrial
a decisive role in the researches of tropical
belts of the province. Dr. Dharmendra was of
medicine. But, to Rogers, Ernest Muir was the
the opinion that the infrastructures or facilities
best qualified man to carry out the leprosy
for training of leprosy workers provided by
research in India. He was invited by Rogers to
the institute seemed not only to be utilized by
be the head of the Leprosy section of CSTM in
the medical professionals in India, but also by
1920. Muir emphasized on extensive house-tothe people from outside India. From 1950 to
house surveys in selected
1955, Dharmendra and his
areas. Moreover, he put
research crew published
more effort in the animal
their findings in various
Adivasis, who are 8.6% of
experimentations and
journals. In order to prepare
the population, bear the
histopathological studies
an alternative medicine
in CSTM and approached
instead of using sulfone
burden of 18.8% of new
IRFA for funding leprosy
derivatives which had toxic
Leprosy cases –
surveys in India. John Lowe,
elements, Dr. Dharmendra
who joined the leprosy
with his associates made
Oommo C. Kurian, TOI, p. 14, July
24,
2018
research department at
a mixture of sulphetrone
CSTM in 1931 and became
with hydnocarpus oil
the head of the department
after examining almost 80
in 1935, had written several
lepromatous in-patients
articles on ‘Sex Incidence of Leprosy’, ‘Rat
in the CSTM. In 1954, he wrote, with his
Leprosy’ and ‘Nerve Abscess in Leprosy’ during
colleagues, an article on comparative study of
1930s and 1940s. In his series of experiments
three Antigens for lepromin test showing that
on leprosy outdoor patients of CSTM, he
Dharmendra Antigen (DM) was giving positive
found males were more susceptible to the
early reactions ‘with the same frequency as
disease than that of females because of their
the positive late reactions of the classical
different endocrine functioning. In 1936, The
Mitsuda antigen’. This proved to be major
Government of Bengal (GoB) decided to send all
discovery in the history of leprosy research
suspected leprosy cases, mainly those who were
indeed. The leprosy researches done by the
government employees, for examination to the
medical protagonists during 1920s to 1950s
concerned presidency or civil surgeon. For
did at least set wheels in motion which proved
further treatment, sometimes the cases were
to be defunct recently. Under LCDC (Leprosy
referred to the officer-in-charge of the leprosy
Case Detection Campaign) program of 2017,
department of CSTM. It is evident from the
nine leprosy cases have been detected in
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Space for Research Fellow
India.2Therefore, in order to situate the point
of departure in leprosy research we must turn
back to the period between 1920s - 1950s,
reaching its peak with the commencement
of National Leprosy Control Program (NLCP)
in 1955.
1

Mahatma Gandhi nursing the Leprosy patient

a single village of South 24 Parganas, West
Bengal which unveil the paucity of medical
researches, of social awareness programs
and of monitoring over the incidence and
prevalence rate in recent decades.1The LCDC
Report of 2016 shows that in 2014-2015, total
1,25,785 new leprosy cases were detected in

2

A survey has been recently conducted by the District
Health and Family Welfare Committee, South 24
Parganas, West Bengal under LCDC Program of 2017,
during 6th - 9th November in which 9 leprosy patients
are detected in a single village South Khargachi,
P.O.- Govindapur, Police Station - Bhangar, South 24
Parganas, Pin-743502. Out of those 9 patients, 5 patients
are <50 years. I would like to pay my gratitude to Mr.
Mamtajul Haque Laskar, who is a Para-teacher of Bodra
High School and his wife Mrs. Momotaz Bibi, who is
ICDS (Integrated Child Development Services) worker,
helping me by providing necessary information about
the status of LCDC Program in their village. Due to the
lack of ASHA workers, they have been assigned to this
program in the district level
See the Report of LCDC, 2016.

Treatment of Leprosy with hydnocarpus oil and its preparations.—By E. MUIR.
"Hydnocarpus oil is derived from the seeds of hydnocarpus wightiana. There are some 28 species
containing more or less of the same qualities, which make them useful in leprosy.
The Ethyl and Methyl esters of the fatty acids have been found the most useful forms for
administering the drug and they may be given in doses up to 12 or 15 c.c. per week by a combination
of intramuscular and intravenous injections.
The initial doses must be small, but in order to maintain improvement it is necessary to increase
the dosage. The increased dosage generally results in a reaction which is followed by increased
tolerance and larger doses have to be given.
In our experience better results are obtained by this line of treatment than by any other drugs,
but it is necessary to bear in mind that diet, climate, exercise and many other matters, have to be
attended to if the patient is to recover."
Extract from JL-1922-NS XVIII (ISC 9) 143
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New Book from Reader's Choice
Colonial Kolk atar
Football : Swaruper
Sandhane by Soumen Mitra,(translated
by Dipankar Chowdhury), Dasgupta & Co.
Pvt. Ltd., Kolkata, 2018,
Price -250/-, pp. 99
(Bengali)
Colonial Kolkatar Football : Swaruper Sandhane (2018) is a newly
published Bengali book by Soumen Mitra which
is a translated version of his previously published
book (based on his M.Phil research) i.e. In Search
of an Identity: History of Football in Colonial Calcutta(2006). It is interesting to note that it was
Soumen Mitra, who as an Indian did first registered
research work on History of Indian Sports during
colonial period from an Indian University (Jawaharlal Nehru University). Indian Sports history is highly
rejuvenated by the colonial experience. Sports
historians have mostly focused on the games
introduced by the British during colonial rule to
understand the impact of these sports up on Indian
Culture. It is important to note that as a symbol of
superiority, football with cricket was introduced
in schools and colleges established by the Raj and
the missionaries, to transform young Indians into
loyal servants of the empire. Not only that, football
was encouraged among both British and Indian
soldiers by their officers in order to promote fitness,
discipline and to stay away from monotony of life.
How far the football was kicked in the British terms
in Colonial Calcutta? While doing his research in
1988 Sri Mitra tried to generate Indian flavour of
football in the light of Kolkata.
The Bengali book is divided into seven chapters.
In the first chapter he tried to highlight the process
of introduction of the game in colonial Calcutta.
Here he also mentioned that during late 19 th
century unlike European scenario football was
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not a game of common people. It was a symbol of
power, superiority, masculinity of the coloniser. It
is a well-known fact that the British power tried to
portray Bengalies as a physically week community
and the Bengalies took football to kick out this type
of infamy. The first football match was played in
Kolkata in 1858. It was played between two army
teams. So, at the beginning the Bengalies were only
the spectators sitting outside Maidan. But some of
the spectators were interested to do much more
except watching the game as an outsider.
In the second chapter author tried to
highlight those spectators like Nagendraprasad
Sarbadhikari who made the scenario for Indian
Football spectacular. Here he tried to highlight
the importance of school and colleges of Kolkata
which were the nucleuses of Indian clubs. During
1880’s along with several European clubs several
clubs from Bengal started to play football. It was
Sovabazar Club which got the chance to participate
in the Traders Cup(1889) as one and only Indian team
for the first time and the popularity of the football
among the Indians actually compelled Europeans to
establish Indian Football Association in 1893. In this
way author tried to symbolize late 19th century as a
formative period of the concept Indian football.
During that period landlords started to patronize
Indian football clubs. But it was a symbol of elite
culture in the 19th century too.
The idea of elitism started to disappear rapidly
from the Maidan with the victory of Mohun
Bagan Athletic Club in 1911. The process of that
cultural transformation is the epicenter of the
third chapter. Here author also tried to trace
the manifestation of Indian football as symbol of
Indianess through the victory of Mohun Bagan. It
became the first Indian team to lift the IFA Shield, a
tournament previously won only by British teams
based in India. That victory kicked the football in
Indian style and it also paved the way to question
superiority of the British power. Author used
several newspapers and periodicals to state the
impact of the victory upon the mind of common

New Book from Reader's Choice
people of Kolkata. Here he tried to state that the
club Mohun Bagan in the 1911 was not a symbol
of Bengali culture, it represented the Nation.
But there was a world beyond Mohun Bagan.
There were someone who tried to use football to
manifest their own agenda.
In the next two chapters author explained how
the Muslim identity and the identity of Bangal
got prominence through Mohammedan Sporting
Club and East Bengal Club respectively. In these
two chapters author tried to highlight that sports
culture of Kolkata was not isolated from the political
scenario of Calcutta as well as Bengal. From the
last part of nineteenth century, sports became a
platform for mass publicity. Sports became so closely
intertwined with politics that the politicians started
taking active interest in sports. While discussing
the growth and development of Mohammedan
Sporting Club author clearly indicated that.
In last two chapters author tried to mingle sports
culture of Kolkata with the socio-political scenario
of that time. In this way through highlighting
the evolution of sporting culture of colonial
Bengal. Here author used several newspapers
to unearth the scenario of Kolkata which is
commendable. Apart from that author also tracked
the agrarian history of colonial Bengal to understand
the changing pattern of patronage in indigenous
football clubs. In this way author tried to mingle the
political and social history of Bengal with the sports
history, which make the book unique. Apart from
that, translator Dipankar Chowdhury has made the
book unputdownable through his art of translation.
Now-a-days there is a scarcity of Bengali book on
History of Indian Football for the serious readers.
This very book by Sri Soumen Mitra would be able
to fill that gap.
Malyaban Chattopadhyay
Life Member, The Asiatic Society &
Faculty, Post- Graduate Department of History,
Fakir Chand College, Diamond Harbour.
mr.malyaban@gmail.com

Legend of Indian Football

Gostha Pal, Mohun Bagan defender, in the
nineteen twenties became a nationalist symbol in
the football field not because he won any major
tournament but because his powerful tackles
against the British players destroyed the myth of
physical weakness of the Bengalis.
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Books accessioned during the last month

EUROPEAN SECTION
002.0954
F 771 g
Fount of knowledge: book
history in India/ edited by Abhijit Gupta ²and³ Swapan Chakravorty.–New Delhi: Orient Blackswan, 2016.
vii, 366 p. : ill,; facsims; 23
cm. (Book history in India; 3)
(76411)(27.10.016).
Notes at end of chapters.
ISBN : 978-84-250-6053-6:
Rs. 750.00 (hbk.)
181.482
B 575 f
Bhattacharya, Mridula,1966-.
Falsity and reality : an advaita approach/Mridula Bhattaryya:– Calcutta : Maha Bodli
Book 2015.
xi 122 p.; 22cm. (76463)
(24.11.16)
Revised version of author’s
thesis (Ph.D.)–University of
Burdwan, 1997.
References: p. 94-112.
Bibliography : p. 115-118.
ISBN 978-93-84721-29-9 :
Rs. 350.00(hbk.)
294.5
S774 u
Sree Padma
Vicissitudes of the goddess: reconstructions of the
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Gramadevata in India’s religious traditions/Sree Padma.–
Oxford: O.U.P., 2013
xiv, 367 p., plates: ill., maps;
24 cm. (76545) (1.12.16)
Notes : p. 273-308.
Bibliography : p. 309-322.
ISBN : 978-0-19-932503-0:
Rs. 1895.00 (hbk)
R.R.
294.5130202
W 718 h
Williams, George M.
Handbook of Hindu mythology/George M. Williams.– Rep.
ed.–New Delhi: O.U.P., 2016.
xx, 372p.: 24cm.– (Handbooks of World Mythology)
(76647) (13.3.17).
South Asia Edition : Jacket.
First published , 2003.
‘Print sources’ : p. 314-333.
ISBN :978-81-208-4027-0:
Rs. 995.00 (pbk)
294.5512
C 435 h
Haldar, Ira
Chaitanya-biographies by
Kavi Karnapura: a study/Ira
Haldar.– Calcutta: Sanskrit
Book Depot, 2016.
xvi 272 p.; 22 cm. (76585)
(2.01.17)
References at end of chapters.
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Appendix : p. 22-272.
ISBN : 978-93-81795-69-9:
Rs. 750.00 (hbk)
301
A 652 n
Applied anthropology: Unexpected spaces, to pies and
methods edited by Sheena
Nahir and Cortnay Hnghes
Rinter.– London New York,
Routledge, 2016.
xi, 180p.; 24 cm. (76366)
(25.10.16)
Notes and references at end
of chapters.
ISBN : 978-1-138-91452-0:
£ 24.79 (pbk.)
301.0954
D 599 a
Dirks, Nicholas B., 1950 –.
Autobiography of an archive: a scholar’s passage to
India/ Nicholas B. Dirks.– Ranikhet : Permanent Black, 2015.
ix, 390 p. ; 22 cm.-(Hedgehog
of and Fox). (76383) (26.10.16)
Notes: p. 339-372.
ISBN : 978-81-7824-458-7
Rs. 895.00 (hbk)
303.372
I 58 q
Inoguchi, Takashi, 1949–
The quality of life in Asia : a

Books accessioned during the last month
comparison of quality of live in
Asia / Takashi Inoguchi ²and³
Seiji Fujii – New York , London: Springer, 2013.
xii, 247 p.; 25 cm.– (Quality
of Life in Asia, Volume 1.)
References at end of chapters.
Appendix : p 204-237
ISBN 978-90481-90713
£ 99.95 (hbk.)
305.40954
C 458 g
Channa, Subhadra Mitra
Gender in South Asia : social
imagination and constructed
realities/Subhadra Mitra channa.– Cambridge : Cambridge
University Press, 2013.
ix, 228 of.; 24 cm
Bibliography : p. 210-222.
(76546) (1.12.16)
ISBN :978-1-107-04361-9
Rs. 795.00 (hbk.)
305.5122095492
W 812 n
Wise, James, 1834-1885
Notes on the races, castes
and trades of Eastern Bengal/
James Wise; edited with an
introduction by Ananda Bhatttacharyya .– ²Rep. ed.³.–New
Delhi : Manohar Publisher,
2016.
xxxi,509 p.; 23 cm (76395)
(26.10.16)
First published : London :
Harrison, 1883.
Bibliography at predominancy pages.
ISBN : 978-93-5098-118-4

Rs. 1995.00 (hbk.)
305.9069120954
H 314 f
Harris, Jonathan Gil
The first firangis : remarkable stories of heroes, healers,
Charlatans, courtesans and
other foreigners who became India/Jonathan Gil Harris.– New
Delhi :Alpha Book 2015.
vii, 318p., ²16³ p.of plates :
map, 23cm. (765775) (6.12.16)
Notes : p 290-311.
ISBN : 978-93-82277-63-7
Rs. 595.00 (hbk)
306.095413
S 131 f
Sahu, Bhagabana
Folk life and coulters of Odisha/ by Bhagabana Sahu.– New
Delhi: Kaveri Books, 2015.
368p., coloured plates; 23 cm
(76561) (2.12.16)
Reference at end of chapters
Appendices: p. 290–307.
Bibliography: p. 329–342.
ISBN 978-81-7479-170-2
Rs. 1500.00 (hbk.)
306.44
I 34 a
Impure languages: linguistic
and literary hypridity in
contemporary cultures/edited
by Rama Kant Agnihotri, Claudia Benthier ²and³ Tatiara
Oranskaia.– New Delhi: Orient
Blackswar, 2015.
xxi, 978 p. ill. (some col.):
facsims (some col.); 23 cm.

Notes and references at end
of chapters.
ISBN 978-81-250-5490-0:
Rs. 895.00 (hbk)
324.954
T 362 c
Thachil, Tariq
Elite parties, poor voters :
how social services win votes in
India/Tariq Tpachil.– 1st South
Asia ed. – Delhi: Cambridge
University Press,
xiv 337p.: maps; 23 cm.–
(Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics). (76544) (1.12.16).
Appendix: p. 187-304.
References: p. 305-324.
ISBN: 978-1-107-570077-1:
Rs. 795.00 (hbk)
338.0954
S 617 i
Sinha, B.N.( Bichitrananda),1931–.
Industrial geography of
India/B.N. Shinha.–Calcutta:
The World Press 1972.
xxiii, 320 p., 14 p. of plates:
ill., maps; 27 cm (43503)
(17.12.1976)
References at end of Chapter.
ISBN
: Rs.
341.2422
F 756 m
Foster, Russell
Mapping European empire
tabulac imperii Europaei/Russell Foster.– London, New York:
Routledge 2015.
xii, 229 p., ²2³ p. of coloured
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plates: ill, maps 24 cm.– (Critical European Studies; 1)
(765889) (27.01.17)
Notes at end of chapters.
Bibliography: p. 193-218.
ISBN: 978-1-138-81921-4:
£. 90.00 (hbk)
359.4095409032
M 137 n
MacDougall, Philip
Naval resistance to Britains
growing power India, 16601800: the Saffron banner and
the Tiger of Mysore/Philip MacDougall.– Woodbridge: The
Boydell Press, 2014.
xvi, 205p.: ill. maps; 25 cm.–
(Worlds of the East India Company V. 10) (76359) (25.10.16)
Chronology at preliminary
pages.
Bibliography: p. 196-200.
ISBN 978-4-84383-948-4
£ 60.00 (hbk)
410
R 869
Rep. ed v.1-11
Routledge Library Editions:
Linguistics.– Rep.ed.– London, New York: Routledge,
2014
11 v., plates: ill., maps; 25
cm (76591-76601) (27.01.17)
V.1. The conceptual basis
of Language/David Mcnell,
2014.
V.3. Foundations of general
linguistics/Martin Atkinsn,
David Kilby and Iggy Roca,
2014.
V.4. Ideologies of about
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Language/edited by Jhon
E. Joseph and Talbot J.
Tayler, 2014.
V.5. Learning about linguistics: an introductory
workbook/F.C.
Stork and J.D.A. Widdowson, 2014.
V.6. Lexical phonology and
morphology: the nominal
classes in Fula/Corole Paradis, 2014.
V.7. The Linguistic description of Opaque contexts/
Janet Dear Fodor, 2014.
V.8. Linguistic meaning/
Keith Allan, 2014.
V.9. Redefining linguistics/
edited by Haylay G. Davis
and Talbot J. Taylor, 2014.
V.10. A Theroy of Stylistic
rules in English/Michael S.
Rochemont, 2014.
V.11. Universal grammer:
15 essays/Edward L. Keenar, 2014.
V.1. First published: London: Unwin Hyman, 1990
V.2. First Published: London: Lawrence Erlboum
Associates, Publishers 1979.
V.1. The Chomsky update:
Linguistics and politics/
Raphael Salkie, 2014.
V.3. First Published: London
Unwin Hyman, 1982.
V.4. First published: London, New York: Routledge,
1990
V.5. First Published: London, New York: Routledge,
1974.
V.6. First published: London,
New York, 1992,
V.7. First published: New York,
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London: Garland Publisher,
1979.
V.8. First Published: London, New York: Routledge,
1986
V.9. First Published: London
New York: Routledge, 1990.
V.10. First Published: London, New York: Routledge,
1985.
V.11. First Published: London, New York: Routledge,
1987
Biblography at end (V.4 &
V.7)
Guide to further reading at
end (V.1)
Notes at end of chapters
(V.4. & V.6)
Notes at end (V.1 & V.8).
Notes and reference at end
of chapters (V.11)
References at end (V.2, V.8
& V.9)
Suggestions for further
reading at end of chapters
(V.5)
ISBN: 978-415-64438-9:
Rs. 81,664.00 (set of 11 vols)
615.537
D 488 p
Devaraj, T.L.
The practical pancha karma
therapy/T.L. Devaraj.– Delhi:
Chau-Khambha Orientalia ,
2009
xviii, 366 p., coloured plates:
colored ill; 25cm.–(Kashi Ayurveda senics; 75). (76553)
(2.12.16)
ISBN: 978-81-89469-00-9
Rs. 2500.00 (hbk)

Books accessioned during the last month
630.954
K 96 a
Kumar, Sunil
Agriculture in a ancient
India/by Sunil Kumar .– Delhi:
Shivalik Prakashan, 2013.
xvii, 286 p.; 23 cm. (76554)
(2.12.16)
Based on author’s thesis (Ph
D. – Patna University , 1991).
Reference at end of chapters.
Bibliography: p. 267-275.
ISBN: 978-87-88808-62-8
Rs. 895.00 (hbk)
720.9548028
M 984 s
Murthy, K. Lakshmana, 1915.–
Structural conservation of
monuments in South India/K.
Lakshmana Murthy.– Delhi:
Bharatiya Kala Prakashan,
1997.
xiii, 300p., ²24³ p. of plates:
ill, maps; 28 cm. (76477)
(25.11.16)
Reference and end of chapters.
Bibliography: p. 256-262.
ISBN: 978-81-86050-064:
Rs.295.00 (hbk)
726.145095482
S 724 g
Soundararajan, J., 1967Glimpses of Vijayanagar–
Nayaka art/J. Soundararajan.– Delhi: Sharada Publishing, 2015
xxv, 266p., ²70³p. of plates:
ill,; 25cm (76465) (24.11.16)
References at end of chapters.

Bibliography: p.231-256.
ISBN: 978-93-83221-09-7:
Rs. 3500.00 (hbk)

728.809541403
T 243 g
Tayler, Joanne, 1945–
The great houses of Calcutta: their antecedents,
presidents, splendour and
portents/Joanne Tayler ²and³
Jon Lang.– New Delhi: Niyogi
Books, 2016.
327 p., coloured plates:
(some col.), maps; 22cm
(76566) (6.12.16)
Frontis.
Appendix : p. 304-305.
References and bibliography: p. 308-321.
ISBN: 978-93-83098-90-3:
Rs. 1500.00 (pbk)
738.30954
S 131 f
Sahu, Prabask, 1968Faunal representations on
chalcolithic ceramics/by Prabash Sahu.– Dehi: Bharatiya
Kala Prakashan, 2016.
xvii, 158p., coloured plates:
ill., maps; 30 cm. (76464)
(24.11.16)
References at end of chapters.
Appendix : p. 104-138.
Bibliography: p. 139-146.
ISBN: 978-81-8090-393-9
Rs. 1500.00 (hbk)

746.04095414
M 133 p.
ed. 2
McCutchin, David J.
Paltuas and patua art in
Bengal/by David J. McCutehion
and Suhrid K. Bhowmik; introduction by Jill Parvin.–2nd ed.–
Calcutta: Firma K.L.M., 2013.
190 p., ²42³ p. of plates
(some col. & fold): ill.; 23 cm.
(76434)(2.11.16)
First ed., 1999.
References at end of some
chapters.
Appendix: p. 139- 178
ISBN: 81-7102-061-5:
Rs. 10,000.00
809.9553
L 776 m
Literature, culture and
society/edited by Orance Mahalder and Debdip Dhibar.–
Calcutta: Maha Bodli Book,
2015.
x, 246 p.; 22 cm. (76471)
(24.11.16)
Texts in Bengali and English.
References at end of chapters.
ISBN: 978-93-84721-39-8:
Rs. 395.00 (hbk)

822.33
C 178 s
V.1-2
The Cambridge guide to
to the worlds of Shakespeare/
general editor: Bruce R. Smith
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... ²et. al.³.– New York: Cambridge University Press 2016.
2v. (xxv, 2031 p.), plates:
ill., facsims; 29 cm.
Further reading and sources cited at end of chapters.
Contents: V.1. Shakespeare’s World, 1500-1660-V.2.
The World’s Shakespeare,
1600- present,
ISBN: 978-1-107-05725-8:
Rs. 37440.00 (hbk, set of
2 vols)
909.097492708312
A 658 d
The Arab spring and Arab thaw:
unfinished revolution and
the quest for democracy/edited
by Jhon Davis.– Surrey, Burlington: Ashgate Publishing,
2013.
ix, 300 p.; 24cm. (76587)
(27.01.17)
References at end of chapter.
ISBN: 978-1-4094-6875-2:
Rs.
909.097492708312
C 421 a
Cesari, Jocelyne
The awaking of muslim
democracy: religion, modernity
and state/Jocelyne Cesari – New
York: Cambridge University
press, 2014.
xvi, 423 p.; 23 cm. (76549)
(1.12.16)
‘This volume is the result of
two years of research conducted
during my tenure at the National war College in 2011 and
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2012 under the auspices of the
Minerva Research Initiative of
the Office of the Secretary of
Defence (2011-12): Acknowledgments.
Appendix: p. 281-384.
Bibliography: p. 385-420.
ISBN: 978-1-107-66482-1
30.99 (pbk.)
920.93201
R 888 p
Roy, B.N. (Bimalendu Narayan), 1897Political philosophy: text
and context/B.N. Roy.– New
Delhi: Kaveri Books, 2014.
xiii, 465 p. 23 cm (76560)
(2.12.16)
Bibliography: p. 448-460.
ISBN: 978-81-7479-153-5:
Rs. 1650.00 (hbk.)
909.09767
N 532 c
V.1-6
The New Cambridge history
of Islam/general editor:
Michael Cook.– Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press
2010.
6 v., plates: ill.,maps; 24 cm
(74759-74764)(4.4.11)
V.1 The formation of the
Islamic world, sixth to eleventh centuries/edited by
Chase F. Robinson.
V.2. The Western Islamic
world, eleventh to eighteenth centuries/edited by
Maribel Fierro.
V.3 The Eastern Islamic world, eleventh to
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eighteenth centuries/edited
by David O. Morgan and
Anthonoy Reid.
V.4 Islamic cultures and
societies to the end of the
eighteenth centuries/edited
by Robert Irwin.
V.5 The Islamic world in the
age of western dominance/
edited by Francis Robinson.
V.6 Muslims and modernity:
culture and society since
1800/edited by Robert W.
Hefner .
Chronology at preliminary
pages.
Notes at end of chapters.
Bibliography at end.
ISBN: 978-0-521-51536-8:
Rs. 49140.00 (set of 6 vols.)
923.254
M 449 s.
Syeda Saiyidain Hameed
Marlana Azad, Islam and the
Indian National movement/
Syeda Saiyidain Hameed.–New
Delhi:
O.U.P., 2014.
xxxii, 292 p.; 23 cm. (76491)
(29.11.16)
Frontis.
Notes at end of chapters.
Select bibliography: p. 279–
284.
ISBN: 0-19-945046-3:
Rs. 895.00 (hbk.)
930.102804
M 342 t
Maritime contracts of the
past: deciphering connections
amongst communities/edited:

Books accessioned during the last month
Sila Tripati.–New Delhi: Delta
Book world, 2015.
xix, 783p., plates: ill., maps;
25 cm. (76552) (2.12.16)
Bibliography and references
at end of chapters.
ISBN: 978-81-926244-3-3:
Rs. 4950.00 (hbk)
930.10283095475
R 215 e
Rao, Shivananda V., 1954-.
Excavations in Gujarat/
Shivanada V. Rao ²and³ R.N.
Kumaran.–Delhi: Agam Kala
Prakashan, 2015.
xvii, 258p., plates; 25 cm.
(76460) (24.11.16)
Based on author’s thesis
(Doctoral).
Appendix: p. 163-180.
Bibliography: p. 181-203.
ISBN: 978-81-7320-159-2:
Rs. 2450.00 (hbk)
943.084
C 537 g
ed 3 rep.
Childs, David
Germany in the twentieth
century/David Childs.– ²3rd
ed. rep.³.- London, New York:
Routledge, 2015.
²xi³, 331 p., ²16³ p. of plates:
maps; 25 cm. – (Routledge
Library Editions: German
Politics)(76588) (27.1.17)
First published: London:
B.T. Batsford, 1971.
Appendix: p. 271-310.
Bibliography: p. 311-320.
ISBN 978-1-138-84502-2
£ 99 (hbk)

954
A 838 a
Aspects of Indian history
and historiography: Prof. Kalyan Kumar Dasgupta felicitation
volume/P.K. Mishra.– New
Delhi: Kaveri Books, 2016.
xii, 330 p., plates: frontis;
25 cm. (76557) (2.12.16)
References at end of chapters.
Appendix: p. 275-286.
ISBN: 81-7479-009-8:
Rs. 1250.00 (hbk)
954
D 582 m
v. 1-2
Dimensions of Buddhism
and Jainism: Professor Suniti Kumar Pathak felicitation volume/editor in chief:
Ramaranjan Mukharji, editor:
Buddhadev Bhattacharya.–
Calcutta: Sanskrit Book Depot,
2009.
2v. (xiv, 419; vi 423 p.),
coloured plates: ill.; 25 cm.
(76582-76583) (2.01.17)
Bibliography, notes and
references at end of chapters.
ISBN:
Rs.1500.00
(set of 2 vols).
954.03
W 974 i
Wilson, Jon E.
India conquered: Britains
Raj and the Chaos of empire/Jon
Wilson.– London, New Delhi:
Simon & Sehuster, 2016.
x, 564 p., ²8³ p. of plates

(some col.): maps; 25 cm.
(76578) (6.12.16)
Notes: p. 505-533.
Bibliography: p. 534-544.
ISBN: 978-1-4711-0125-0:
INR 799.00 (hbk.)
954.042
C 737 c
v. 1-2
Completing the first year of independence: British official
reports from South Asia, 1 May17 September 1948/selected and
edited by Lionel Carter.– New
Delhi: Monohar Publishers,
2016.
2 v. (vi, 100 p.) maps (Some
fold); 23 cm, (76494-76495)
(29.11.16)
Notes at end of chapters.
Appendices at end (v. 1&2)
ISBN: 978-93-5098-105-4:
Rs. 3500.00 (set of 2 vols.)
954.13
R 234 o
Rath, Bijaya, 1949–.
Orissa: History, ast and culture/Bijaya Kumar Rath ²and³
Satyandra Patanik.– Delhi:
Sundeep Prakashan, 2008.
xii, 263 p., ²24³ p. of coloured plates ; 23 cm. (76659)
(13.3.17)
Bibliography: p. 255-256.
ISBN: 817574-185-6
Rs. 750.00 (hbk)
954.14
R 888 c
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Roy Choudhuri, Ranabir, 1948-.
A city in the making:
aspects of Calcutta’s early
growth/Ranabir Ray Choudhury; ²editor: Sucharita
Ghosh³.–New Delhi: Niyogi
Books, 2016.
564 p., coloured plates: ill.
(some col.), maps (some col.);
22 cm.
Notes at end of chapters.
ISBN: 978-93-85285-28-5
Rs. 995.00 (hbk.)
954.167
D 855 s
Duff, Andrew
Sikkim: requiem for a
Himalayan Kingdom/Andrew
Duff.– Haryana: Random
House Publishers, 2015.
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²xiv³, 380., ²16³p. of
plates(some col.): maps; 23
cm. (76580) (6.12.16)
Simultanosly published:
Edinburgh: Berlin, 2015
Bibliography: p. 355-361.
ISBN: 978-81-8400-696-4
Rs. 599.00 (hbk)
954.17
K19 b
Katoch, Hemant Singh
The battlefields of Imphal:
the second world war and
North East Indian/Hemant
Singh Katoch.– 1st South
Asia ed.– London, New York:
Routledge 2016.
xx, 182 p.: ill., maps; 23 cm.
(76396) (26.10.16)
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Notes at end of chapters.
Appendix: p. 173-175.
Bibliography: p. 176-178.
ISBN: 978-1-138-20354-9:
Rs. 695.00 (hbk)
956.94054
J 95 r
Junka- Aikio, Laura
Late mordern Palestine:
the subject and representation
of the second intifada/Laura
Junka-Aikio.– London, NewYork: Routledge, 2016.
xiii, 166p.: ill.; 24 cm.–
(Interventions). (76586)
(27.01.17)
Notes and reference at end
chapters.
ISBN: 978-1-138-93390-3:

