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AN ORDINARY MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING OF THE ASIATIC SOCIETY
WILL BE HELD ON MONDAY, 7TH SEPTEMBER 2020 AT 5 PM
THROUGH VIDEO CONFERENCING
MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO MAKE IT CONVENIENT
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE SAID MEETING

Agenda
1. Confirmation of the Minutes of the Ordinary Monthly General Meeting held on 2nd March
2020 at 5 PM.
2. Notice of Intended Motion, if any, under Regulation 49(d).
3. Matters of current business and routine matters for disposal under Regulation 49(f ).
4. Consideration of Reports and Communications from the Council as per Regulation 49(g).

(S B Chakrabarti)
General Secretary

The Asiatic Society
1, Park Street
Kolkata 700016
Dated the 22nd day of August 2020
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From the Desk of the General Secretary
Dear Members and Well-Wishers,

W
Tribute to

SIR WILLIAM JONES
on his
275th Birthday

(28.09.1746 – 27.04.1794)
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e are still not out of anxiety and apprehension caused
in many ways by the pandemic and post-pandemic developments on the life and living of our people around. In the
meanwhile we have received a shocking news of the demise of
Shri Pranab Mukherjee, our Hon'ble former President of India (in
the afternoon of 31.08.2020). The close relation of Shri Mukherjee with the Asiatic Society, Kolkata can not be adequately
expressed in words. We have noted this in our Condolence
Message separately.
Friends, you will kindly remember that 28th of September,
1746 is the birthday of the Founder of the Asiatic Society, Sir
William Jones. We pay our tribute to this great visionary who
worked hard to expose the excellence of Asian culture and civilization to the rest of the world through his pioneering academic
researches and publications. Pandit Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar's
bicentenary will be completed on 26th September (26.09.182026.09.2020). I may mention that we have already organised a
number of seminars, workshop, exhibition on his life and works.
We have also published six books (including one in Hindi and one
in Santali) on and by him. We will observe this 26th September
by organising a webinar on Relevance of Vidyasagar’s Ideas of
Education through Mother Tongue for the Santals in Modern
Times. Dr. Boro Baske, a teacher of Santiniketan will coordinate
the programme where eminent scholars will take part.
We remember with profound respect Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, a globally acclaimed philosopher, and the former
Hon’ble President of India (1962-67). His birthday on Fifth
September is observed as the National Teachers’ Day. We feel
proud to remember that he inaugurated the new building of
the Asiatic Society on Second February 1965. We also pay our
respect to another great philosopher of this country, Acharya
Brajendra Nath Seal, who was born on Third September 1864. It
is exciting to remember even now the historial 19th September,
1893 when Swami Vivekananda addressed the Parliament of the
World's Religions at Chicago and mesmerised the entire congregation by his wisdom. The whole world came to know about the
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spiritual and philosophical power of an
Indian monk for the first time.
The members of the Society must have
been aware about our current academic
activities, apart from the ongoing research
projects. We have already organised a
number of panel discussions through
webinar during this pandemic situation.
Recently our Library Section organised a
discussion on 'Rabindranath Tagore and
Patrick Geddes and their thinking on
environment' on 07.08.2020. Professor
Tapati Mukherjee, Library Secretary of
the Society and Sri Arunendu Banerjee,
an eminent architect spoke on the occasion. Our Publication Section organised a
programme on 15th of August where the
recent book on Dr. B. R. Ambedkar was released by Professor Arun Bandopadhyay,
Historical and Archaeological Secretary
of the Society as well as the editor of the
volume. Professor Bandopadhyay and
Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick,
Vice-President of the Society delivered
their speeches on the occasion. Dr. Sankar Kumar Nath, Consultant Oncologist
and Life Member of the Society and Dr.
Kajal Krishna Banik, Epidemiologist and
Public Health Specialist took part in a
discussion on 24th August on Panorama
of a Pandemic: COVID-19. The third Dr.
Rajendralala Mitra Endowment Lecture
is going to be delivered by Professor
Malavika Karlekar in mid-September. Shri
Shyamsundar Bhattacharya, Philological
Secretary of the Society will coordinate
another panel discussion by the end of
the September on 'Bengali Script Reform:
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Vidyasagar and Beyond' where eminent
scholars will take part.
Friends, you will kindly remember
that during October-November our
Monthly Bulletins are not published due
to Puja holidays. We may note here that
the nation will observe Gandhi Jayanti
on Second October. We have already
organised a number of national and
international level seminars and have
collaborated in an international seminar
with Council for Social Development,
New Delhi on Gandhi’s philosophy. We
have also published a reprint of Studies
in Gandhism by Professor Nirmal Kumar
Bose, who was Personal Secretary to
Gandhi during his tour to Noakhali, Kolkata and Bihar in 1946-47. Incidentally
Professor Bose was also the President of
the Asiatic Society in 1972.
An Ordinary Monthly General Meeting
has been convened on 7th September,
Monday at 5 pm to be conducted through
modern mode of communication due
to restrictions on gathering. I will close
the Desk with a mention that during the
month of September we have a number
of significant days which are observed
across the nations, such as International
Literacy Day (Eighth of September), International Democracy Day (Fifteenth
of September) and International Day of
Peace (Twenty-first of September). Needless to mention that these special days
put together create a visible impact on
the socio-political life of the people of the
world at large.
Please keep safe and keep well.
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Shri Pranab Mukherjee
Former President of India
Born: 11 December 1935
Died: 31 August 2020

Condolence Message
The members of the Council, the members and staff members of The Asiatic
Society, Kolkata feel deeply shocked to learn about the demise of Shri Pranab
Mukherjee, Hon’ble former President of India this afternoon (31.08.2020). A
great statesman, who rose to his height bit by bit gaining experiences from
hard work, devotion and commitment in various important Ministries in
Government of India as well as from his exposures to a wider global political
network over a long period of time.
Shri Mukherjee’s very intimate relation with The Asiatic Society, Kolkata is
a matter of history now. His passion and active role as the Finance Minister of
the Government of India helped The Asiatic Society, Kolkata to gain the rare
status of 'An Institution of National Importance' during its bicentenary year
in 1984 through an Act of Parliament with the moral and financial support of
the Government of India under the late Prime Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi.
He was the Chairman of the Planning Board, the highest policy making body
of The Asiatic Society, for a long time till he filed his nomination for election
to the office of the President of India. It was under his instruction that a Peer
Review Committee was constituted in 2009-10 with a number of very senior
and acclaimed academicians from various institutes of the country which
meticulously examined the progress and development of academic activities
of the Society for 25 years since 1984.
He was honoured by The Asiatic Society in 2013 with the Award of Indira
Gandhi Memorial Lectureship. He delivered the first Dr Rajendralala Mitra Endowment Lecture of the Society in 2017. Dr. Mitra was the first Indian President
of The Asiatic Society in 1885.
All the Council members, members and staff members of the Society mourn
the loss of this great son of the country as well as an ardent patron of The Asiatic
Society at a critical juncture when his cultivated wisdom would have helped
us all in keeping integrated amidst all kinds of existing diversities around for
a national cause. They also share their grief with the members of the bereaved
family. May his pious soul rest in peace.

Remembering Pranab Mukherjee

The Man behind the Revamping of
The Asiatic Society
Pradip Bhattacharya
Vice President of The Asiatic Society & MP (Rajya Sabha)
Shri Pranab Mukherjee, Hon’ble former President of India was
a dynamic and veteran political leader of the country. He was
known as a highly intellectual and meritorious person. His
memory could easily be compared with the ability of a computer as he could remember almost anything and everything.
Some of the political leaders best described him as a ‘living
computer’. But these political aspects do not represent the
total picture of Pranab-da. There are other aspects also. He
was very much interested in literature, not only in Bengali
but in other languages as well. For a long time, he was the
President of Nikhil Bharat Banga Sahitya Sammelan (NBBSS), Shri Pranab Mukherjee ﬂanked by Professor
Pradip Bhattacharya and Professor Atis
a literary organization with presence all over the country and
Kumar Dasgupta viewing an exhibition on
abroad as well.
He had another very bright side. He was closely associated Independence of India at The Asiatic Society.
with The Asiatic Society, an Institution of National Importance. The persons associated with The Asiatic Society remember the contributions of Shri Pranab Mukherjee who pursued Smt. Indira Gandhi, the then Prime
Minister of India for declaring this organisation as an Institution of National Importance in 1984. Ultimately,
Smt. Gandhi took the initiative of passing a Bill in the Parliament that gave The Asiatic Society its current
status. She personally came all the way to Kolkata to announce that The Asiatic Society has been given the
status of an Institution of National Importance. Pranab-da was deeply connected with the Society for a long
time as the Chairman of its Planning Board and it was he who contributed as much as possible for further
development of this esteemed organisation. I recall ten years back when I had met with a serious accident
and I had been admitted to a hospital, he came to see me. Then I requested him that the Planning Board
of this organisation had not been constituted for a long time and further requested him to take proper
initiative in this regard. It was felt that in absence of Planning Board, many policy decisions regarding The
Asiatic Society could not be taken up. Pranab-da assured me and immediately after returning to New Delhi
he called Shri Jawhar Sircar, IAS, the then Secretary of the Ministry of Culture, Government of India and
requested him to constitute the Planning Board of The Asiatic Society. The Planning Board was reconstituted
with renowned academicians of the country and he was made the Chairman of this Board. In this context it
may further be added that Shri Pranab Mukherjee had acquaintance with the educationists of the country.
In different occasions, he discussed with them for their valuable inputs to enrich this organisation. He was
awarded by The Asiatic Society a number of times and on many occasions he delivered very thoughtful
and knowledgeable lectures. It was he who had given a new dimension and outlook to The Asiatic Society
to serve the purpose of the common people. Before this, only a few educationists and Indologists could
appreciate the importance of this esteemed institution. After that The Asiatic Society grew in prominence
and stature among the common people. Many scholars started to visit this organisation for their research
work. Hence, it can be said that as long as The Asiatic Society exists the memory and name of Shri Pranab
Mukherjee will always be associated with this heritage institution.

Monthly Bulletin
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Indian Statistical Institute and
Pranab Mukherjee, the Visionary Policymaker
Nibedita Ganguly
Retd. Deputy Librarian, Indian Statistical Institute & Member, The Asiatic Society

I

ndian Statistical Institute, the premier institution of statistics in India,
rightly boasts of many luminaries involved with this Institute from around
the world. Besides the world famous
statisticians and scientists, it is also
proud of exceptional statesmen who
have been involved with the policy
decisions of the Institute. Professor
Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis, the
founder of the Indian Statistical Institute, maintained a very close association with Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the
first Prime Minister of Independent
India, who was the inspiration behind
the Second Five-Year Plan drafted by
Professor Mahalanobis. It was the
Nehru-Mahalanobis strategy of economic and industrial development
that was based on the mathematical
model devised by Mahalanobis. Great
personalities like Sir R N Mookerjee,
Satyendra Nath Bose, C D Deshmukh,
Shyamaprasad Mookerjee, C V Raman, G D Birla, Bimal Jalan, M G K
Menon to name a few from different
subject fields like physics, economics,
business, politics etc. were actively
involved with its highest Policy making body , the Council. The Institute
is proud of another golden feather
in its cap as its strategic policy maker
for a long eight years. His name is Shri
Pranab Mukherjee.
Monthly Bulletin

President of India Hon’ble Shri Pranab Mukherjee at the
48th Convocation of ISI. Shri A.K. Anthony, Chairman, ISI
Council and Hon’ble Defence Minister, GOI on the dais.

Pranab Mukherjee: the Chairman of ISI Council
The 13th President of India, Hon’ble Shri Pranab
Mukherjee was deeply infatuated with Indian Statistical
Institute. Shri Mukherjee, the veteran Indian politician,
an economist, an academic and a good orator, acted as
the Chairman of the Indian Statistical Institute Council
from September, 2004 to June, 2012. In Indian Statistical Institute the ISI Council is the highest Policy making
body. Besides promoting study and research in statistics, ISI’s objective is also to use statistics in research in
problems of planning for ‘national development and
social welfare’.
Shri Mukherjee was a senior leader in the Indian
National Congress and held many positions in different ministries during his long span in Indian politics.
During the tenure of his association as the Chairman
of the ISI Council, Shri Pranab Mukherjee was in charge
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of different cabinet portfolios like Ministry of Defence,(2004-06), Ministry of External Affairs (2006-09)
and Ministry of Finance (2009-2012) of Government
of India.

Shri Pranab Mukherjee, Chairman, ISI Council and Hon’ble
Minister of External Aﬀairs delivering lecture on P C
Mahalanobis birth anniversary on 29 June 2007. Prof. Atis
Dasgupta and Prof. Deb Kumar Bose and others on the dais.

Hon’ble Shri Pranab Mukherjee, Chairman, ISI Council and
Finance Minister, GOI (Centre), Dr. T C A Anant, Secretary,
MoSPI, GOI, (Left), and Prof. Bimal K Roy, Director, ISI (Right)
in the ISI Council Meeting

Shri Pranab Mukherjee was a pragmatic leader
whose approach was more practical and based on
the objectivity of the goal. He took a lot of interest in
statistical studies and researches pursued in ISI. He
thought that unless the country was a leader in the
knowledge space, it cannot realize its potential and
compete with other emerging economies. During the
tenure of his chairmanship of the ISI Council, the ISI
administration took different policy decisions to excel
Monthly Bulletin
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in statistical Over the years Shri
Pranab Mukherjee as the Chairman
of the ISI Council initiated to carry
out several structural reforms and
actions that benefitted the Indian
Statistical Institute and its workers
from different aspects. The IISc
scale could be implemented for
the teachers and researchers that
was a long demand. The Medical
Insurance facility, a welfare policy
for ISI’s employees could be started
for all teachers and workers of the
Institute during 2010.
Shri Mukherjee believed that
no education could excel unless
the objectives could join itself
with the total economic aspirations of the country. To fulfill the
objectives of the Institute, an
Industry-Academia-Government
Meet followed by an interactive
session was held in the Institute in
September, 2010. Many heads of
the leading institutions and organizations of the country participated
in the session where Shri Pranab
Mukherjee, Chairman, ISI Council
and Finance Minister, Government
of India acted as the main inspiration. Another similar initiative
had been taken when the Institute organized the panel discussion
on ‘Expectation of Future Leaders’ as a part of the “Integration
2011” programme. Shri Pranab
Mukherjee, Chairman, ISI Council,
observed that ‘future leaders along
with technology would create the
benefits of progress and prosperity
of the country’.
A remarkable step forward
towards development of ISI was
the introduction of a Centre of
the Indian Statistical Institute,
the North-East Centre at Tezpur,
Assam. Over the past many years
September 2020
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the Government of India is taking
several initiatives for the development and social welfare of the and
Mathematics Learning Centre in
a North-eastern state. The Assam
Government and Chief Minister
Shri Torun Kumar Gogoi expressed
its interest for a centre of statistical
research in Assam.
Shri Pranab Mukherjee was the
inspiration behind this endeavor.
As a result the North-East Centre
of ISI at Tezpur, Assam was inaugurated on 24th July, 2011. Initially
the Centre started its Post-Graduate
Diploma course on Statistical Methods with Applications from Tezpur
University, Assam . In this regard a
Memorandum of Agreement (MoA)
was signed between the Indian
Statistical Institute (ISI) and the
Tezpur University in a function held
in December, 2010 in ISI, Kolkata in
presence of Shri Pranab Mukherjee,
Chairman of ISI Council and Finance
Minister, GOI and Professor Mihir K.
Choudhury, Vice-Chancellor, Tezpur
University, Assam. The Government of Assam has allotted a plot
of land to ISI measuring 75 Bigha
3 Katha near the Tezpur University.
A one-year post-graduate diploma
course on Statistical Methods with
Applications had been started in
the Centre, temporarily housed at
the Tezpur University campus. Another success story is the Chennai
Centre of the Institute that started
its 2-year M.Stat. programme from
July, 2011. It has also got the compassion of Sri Mukherjee and the
Institute got a plot of land from
the Government of Tamil Nadu for
setting up of a permanent campus
in the vicinity of the Chennai city.
During this time, the Govt of West
Bengal allotted some land adjacent
Monthly Bulletin

to the area where later the National Institute of Biomedical Genomics (NIBMG) was established in Kalyani
to expand ISI’s academic and research activities during
his tenure.

Shri Pranab Mukherjee, Chairman,ISI Council and Finance
Minister, GOI and, Shri Tarun Kumar Gogoi, Chief Minister,
Assam, Shri Srikant Jena, Minister, MoSPI, GOI, Prof. Bimal
Kumar Roy, Director, ISI at the inaugural ceremony of ISI
Tezpur Centre on 24 July 2011

Shri Pranab Mukherjee, Finance Minister, GOI and Chairman
ISI Council delivering lecture at North-East Centre, Tezpur on
23 July 2011

The Cryptology and Security Research Unit, an
integral part of R C Bose Centre for Cryptology and
Security was started during his tenure. This Unit is a
pride in ISI’s history. Shri Pranab Mukherjee believed
in sanctity of data. He told in an event at ISI that “..
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data as fact have to be kept intact, it cannot be manipulated. It cannot be designed in any particular way,
That would be disastrous for any country”. During the
Convocations of the Institute Shri Pranab Mukherjee
was always an encouragement to the students. The
President Shri Pranab Mukherjee in his address of ISI
‘s 48th Convocation remarked, “I am happy to know
that the ISI is involved in developing technologies and
theories in areas of cryptology and information security
that are likely to have a far reaching impact on national
security policies”.
He was indeed a pillar of strength to the Institute.
An Agreement was signed between the International
Growth Centre (IGC) of London School of Economics &
Political Science and the Indian Statistical Institute (ISI)
to promote sustainable growth in developing countries
by providing demand-led policy advice based on frontier research in November, 2010 in London. Finance
Director, London School of Economics and the Director,
Indian Statistical Institute

of his submission of nomination
form for the presidential candidate. The objection was raised
by former Lok Sabha Speaker
P A Sangma and BJP leader
Satpal Jain. The Indian Statistical
Institute vehemently objected
this claim pointing out that the
post of Council Chairman was
an honorary post and not a seat
of profit. The ISI never paid any
honorarium or travel expenses
to Shri Mukhejee. Incidentally
the ISI’s webpage was not updated which was apologetically
admitted by the-then Director
Professor Bimal Kumar Roy.
However, Shri Pranab Mukherjee
won the seat of President in 25
July 2012 and was in this seat
till 2017.
Bharat Ratna

Shri Pranab Mukherjee with Prof. K B Sinha, Director,ISI and
Prof. Atis Dasgupta in PCM Memorial Museum & Archives,
ISI

Controversy arose:
Shri Pranab Mukherjee resigned as Chairman of
the ISI Council on 20 June, 2012 , much before the
time he submitted his nomination as the Presidential
candidate. Controversy arose at the time of submission of nomination as a presidential candidate of the
Indian Republic in July 2012. It was alleged that Shri
Pranab Mukherjee was in an office of profit as Council
Chairman in the Indian Statistical Institute at the time
Monthly Bulletin
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Shri Pranab Mukherjee was
conferred with the highest civilian award in 2019. The Indian
Statistical Institute felicitated
the former President and former
Chairman of the ISI Council in
the Platinum Jubilee Auditorium
for being conferred with Bharat
Ratna, the highest civilian award
of the nation on 11 December
2019. Shri Pranab Mukherjee
passionately memorized the
contribution of Professor Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis
in the implementation in the
Second Five Year Plan of our
country. He believed that the applications of statistics have led
to dramatic changes in business
and Government landscape and
it had also a positive impact on
the Government’s ability to formulate effective public policies.
September 2020
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Conclusion

ISI felicitated Shri Pranab Mukherjee, Bharat Ratna and
Hon’ble Former President of India, on 11 December 2019.
A Pictorial Album ‘Moments’ was released by ISI on this
occasion. Shri Jagdeep Dhankar, Hon’ble Governor of West
Bengal and Prof. Bibek Debroy, President, ISI Council and
Chairman, Economic Advisory Council to PM, GOI on the
dais

He expressed his gratitude for his involvement
with the Institute as a Chairman. A Pictorial Album,
‘Moments’ was prepared and released in memory of
his long association with the Institute.

It would not be an exaggeration
to write that Shri Pranab Mukherjee
was a visionary with an unparallel
wisdom of administrative reforms.
ISI successfully have witnessed
immense progress in all possible
subject fields under his captaincy as
a policy maker. His commitment for
national glory and development is
legendary. His remarkable memory
and insightful views are incredible.
The excellent policy maker and
an exceptional troubleshooter Shri
Pranab Mukherjee can be considered as one of the many great
personalities who came close to ISI
since its inception. He was a man
with a rare kind of intelligence and
statesmanship. His expertise in
multiple areas and policy decisions
remained unflinching and constant.
The Indian Statistical Institute will
always remember this great statesman who has left a memorable
imprint in its history.

Reference:
ISI Annual Reports
ISI, Reprography & Photography Unit, Digital Photo Archive
The Economic Times, July 2 , 2012
India Today, July 2, 2012
The Hindu, January 10, 2014
Photo Courtesy : Reprography & Photography Unit, Digital Photo Archive, ISI,
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Shri Pranab Mukherjeee and The Asiatic Society: Through the Lenses

Shri Pranab Mukherjee, the then Finance Minister of India
ﬂanked by Smt Indira Gandhi, the then Prime Minister of India
and Dr. Chandan Raychaudhuri, the then General secretary of
The Asiatic Society with other dignitaries at the Bicentenary
Celebration of the Society at Rabindra Sadan in 1984.

Shri Pranab Mukherjee, the then Deputy Chairman of the
Planning Commission of India inaugurating the workshop on
Status of Women with (L-R) Professor Bharati Roy, the then
Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the University of Calcutta and Dr. M.
M. Chakraborty, the then President of The Asiatic Society at
the Humayun Kabir Hall of the Society in 1994.

Shri Pranab Mukherjee, the then Defence Minister of India
with Professor Dilip Coomer Ghose, the then General
Secretary of The Asiatic Society before taking up the
Chairmanship of the Planning Board of the Society in 2005.

Shri Pranab Mukhejee, the then External Aﬀairs Minister of
India with Smt. Prativa Devi Singh Patil, the then President
of India and other dignitaries at The Asiatic Society in 2008.

Shri Pranab Mukherjee, the then President of India in a
meeting regarding some important issues involving the
Society with (L-R) Professor Mihir Kumar Chakrabarti, the
then General Secretary; Professor Basudeb Barman, the then
Treasurer and Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick, the then
Vice President of the Society at Rashtrapati Bhavan in 2013.
Monthly Bulletin

12

Shri Pranab Mukherjee, the then President of India, delivering
the Indira Gandhi Memorial Lecture at the Vidyasagar Hall
of The Asiatic Society in 2015. On the dais (L-R): Professor
Sadhan Chandra Sarkar, the then Vice President of The Asiatic
Society and Shri Keshari Nath Tripathi, the then Governor
of West Bengal.
September 2020
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Bharat Ratna
Our Pride

President Ram Nath Kovind (right) awards former President Pranab Mukherjee the 'Bharat Ratna'
at the Rashtrapati Bhavan

Letter to Sri Pranab Mukherjee, former President of India,
from Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, General Secretary, The Asiatic Society, Kolkata
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¤%²Ìy‹þ#l ¤yîûßº•þ ²Ì!•þÛþyöìlîû ¤öìD öëyˆyöìëyˆ íy†þöìî ly¥z
îy ö†þlœé xôl öîï!m*†þ ¤_´y– ¥z!•þ¥y¤ôlßñ– þ›y![þ•þÄþ›)”Å
öô™yîû x!™†þyîû# !•þ!lÐ
~‡yöìl xyöìˆG ö˜öì‡!Sé Glyöì†þééŸŸŸé~†þØ%þ ˜)îû öíöì†þ¥zÐ
!†þév ~îyöìîû xy¤öìSél èþyîûöì•þîû îûyÜTÉþ›!•þ ²Ì”î ô%öì‡yþ›y™ÄyëûÐ
öî¢ !†þS% é ! ˜l xyöì ˆ öíöì † þ¥z Öîû & ¥öì ë û ö ì S é ²Ìé Ý !•þÐ
¤yöì?y¤yöì?y îûî ö¤y¤y¥z!Øþ ?%%öì’þüÐ öëôl ¥ëû xyîû !†þÐ •þöìî
ö¤y¤y¥z!Øþîû @ýÌsiyˆyöìîû V.V.I.P.ö˜îû xyˆôl l•%þl ‰Øþly !†þS%é
lëûÐ ~îû xyöìˆG îà ö˜¢!îöì˜öì¢îû îûyÜTÉ²Ì™yl– xyôyöì˜îû
ö˜öì¢îû îûyÜTÉþ›!•þ– ’þzþ›îûyÜTÉþ›!•þ– ²Ì™ylôsf#– îà Kþyl#=”# ôyl%£ì
~öì¤öìSél– @ýÌsiyˆyöìîûîû ˜%¡Åèþ– ˜%Ü±yþ›Ä î¥z ~îû ²Ì˜¢Ål# ö˜öì‡
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ô%@»* ¥öìëûöìSélÐ !†þév ~îyöìîû xy¤öìSél
xyôyöì˜îû ö‹þly ?yly– xöìl†þØþy †þyöìSéîû
ôyl%£ì– èþyîûöì•þîû ²Ìíô îy.y¡# îûyÜTÉþ›!•þ
²Ì”î ô% ö ì ‡ yþ›y™Äyëû Ð xy¡y˜y ~†þØþy
’þzöì_?ly !Sé¡Ð •þê†þy¡#l ¤y™yîû”
¤Á›y˜†þ ²Ìëûy•þ ôylöìîr˜% îöìr˜Äyþ›y™Äyëû
îyîû îyîû !ô!Øþ‚éŸé~ îöì¤öìSél !îèþyˆ#ëû
xy!™†þy!îû † þöì ˜ îû !löì ë û Ð xyöì ¡ y‹þly
¥öìFSé xl%Ûþyöìlîû ²Ì!•þ!Øþ ‡„%!Øþly!Øþ !löìëûÐ
öëôl öëôl !löì˜Å¢ xy¤öìSé îûyÜTÉþ›!•þ
èþîl öíöì†þ– !lîûyþ›_y ¤‚e«yhsý lyly
!löì˜Å!¢†þyééŸŸŸéö†þw#ëû G îûy?Ä ¤îû†þyöìîûîû
•þîûæþ öíöì†þÐ Minute to Minute
Programme ÷•þîû# ¥öìFSéÐ îûyÜTÉþ›!•þ xy¤öìSél ¥z!r˜îûy
ˆy¦þ# ß¿yîû†þ î_,«•þy !˜öì•þÐ !•þ!l @ýÌsiyˆyöìîûîû ôöì™Ä !˜öìëû¥z
!î˜Äy¤yˆîû ¥öì¡ ëyöìîléé ô)¡ xl%ÛþyöìlÐ †þyöì?¥z G¥z þ›![þ•þ
îÄ!_«îû ?öìlÄ @ýÌsiyˆyöìîûîû •þîûöìæþ ~!¢ëûy!Øþ†þ ö¤y¤y¥z!Øþîû
˜%Ü±yþ›Ä @ýÌöìsiîû ¤½þyîû !löìëû ~†þ!Øþ ²Ì˜¢Ål# †þîûöì•þ ¥öìîÐ
•þê†þy¡#l èþyîû²Ìy® @ýÌsiyˆy!îû†þ !¥öì¤öìî ú ˜y!ëûc þ›’þüöì¡y
xyôyîû Gþ›îûÐ Close Proximity-ö•þ ²Ì˜¢Ål#öì•þ íy†þyîû
xl%ô!•þ ~¡ xyôyîû ¤yöìí xyôyîû ~†þ ¤¥†þôÅ#îûÐ xöìl†þ
Protocol ôylöì•þ ¥ëû ~¤î öÇþöìeÐ @ýÌsiyˆyöìîûîû ˜%Ü±yþ›Ä
î¥z ö•þy ?yly xyöìSé !†þév Glyîû ?lÄ !†þS%é xy¡y˜y !îöì¢£ì
¤½þyîû xyôîûy ö˜‡yöìîy lyÚ ~ ²ÌÙÀ ‰%îûþ›y†þ ‡yöìFSé ôöìlîû
ôöì™Ä xyîû î¥z !lîÅy‹þöìlîû †þy? ‹þ¡öìSéÐ î¥z ~îû ÞØþÄy†þ ~ î¥z
‰„yØþöì•þ ‰„yØþöì•þ l?öìîû þ›’þüöì¡y ~†þ!Øþ ¢•þy!™†þ îSéöìîûîû ²Ìy‹þ#l
‹þ[þ#éŸŸŸé˜%ˆÅyéŸé¤®¢•þ# ‹þ[þ#– †%þO¡y¡ è)þ!•þ †,þ•þ îDyl%îy˜
‡[þ– 1308 ¤yöì¡ ²Ì†þy!¢•þÐ ~Øþy¥z– ~Øþy¥z ö•þy Glyîû †þyöìSé
xy†þ£ìÅ”#ëû ¥öìîÐ ?yly !Sé¡ ²Ì”îîyî%îû ‹þ[þ#þ›yöì‘þîû ˜Çþ•þyîû
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†þíyÐ !lîÅy!‹þ•þ î¥z=!¡ ôylîîyî%öì†þ ö˜‡y¡yôÐ xl%ô!•þ
öþ›¡yô– •þî%G ¤ÄyîûéŸé~îû öël ~†þØ%þ !m™y !Sé¡Ð î¡öì¡l–
òòö˜öì‡y ’þz!l †þ•þØþy ö˜‡yîû ¤ôëû þ›ylÚóó î¡¡yôéŸŸŸé òò¤Äyîû
xyþ›!l Ö™% ~†þØ%þ ²Ì˜¢Ål#öì•þ ¤yôöìl Glyöì†þ !löìëû ˜„y’þüyöìîlÐ
îy!†þØþy xyôîûy !‘þ†þ ö˜!‡öìëû ölöìîyÐóó ?yl•þyô Kþyl!þ›þ›y¤%
þ›![þ•þ îÄ!_« ’þz!l– î¥zôlßñÐ î¥z ö˜‡öì¡ ly ˜„y!’þüöìëû öëöì•þ¥z
þ›yîûöìîl lyÐ ¥¡G !‘þ†þ •þy¥zÐ ôylîîyî% †þíy öîûöì‡!Séöì¡lÐ
²Ì˜¢Ål#îû ¤yôöìl ²Ì”îîyî% xy¤öì•þ¥z îy‚¡y ‹þ[þ#îû ²Ì!•þ
Glyîû ˜,!ÜT xy†þ£ìÅ” †þîûy¡yôÐ ¤öìD ¤öìD ˜„y!’þüöìëû ‡„%!Øþöìëû
î¥z!Øþ ö˜‡öì¡lÐ ˆy½þ#ëÅ ¤öìîû !ˆöìëû îûyÜTÉþ›!•þîû ô%öì‡ •þ‡l
!¢Ö¤%¡èþ ‡%!¢ Sé!’þüöìëû þ›öì’þüöìSéÐ ö†þï•)þ¥¡ èþöìîû !?öìKþ¤
†þîûöì¡léŸŸŸé òò~îû !†þ ~†þ!Øþ xerox copy xy!ô öþ›öì•þ þ›y!îûÚ
xyôîûy î¡¡yôéŸŸŸéòòxî¢Ä¥z þ›y‘þyöìlyîû îÄîßiy †þîûy ¥öìîÐóó
Protocol öël ö†þyíyëû ˜)öìîû ‹þöì¡ öˆ¡Ð ôöìl xyöìSé xyöìîûy
!†þS%é î¥z Glyîû ö˜‡yîû ?öìlÄ ~!ˆöìëû !˜¡yôÐ •þyîû ôöì™Ä
!Sé¡ æþy¤Å# èþy£ìyëû ö¡‡y ô¥yèþyîûöì•þîû ~†þ!Øþ xl%îy˜– ¤öìD
¤öìD ¥yöì•þ !löìëû ö˜‡öì¡l G @ýÌsiyˆyöìîûîû ¤½þyöìîûîû ÷î!¢öìÜTÄîû
îÄyþ›yöìîû ˜%éŸé‹þyîû †þíy î¡öì¡lÐ ôhsýîÄ †þîûöì¡l ~¥z ¤½þyîû
èþyîû•þîöì£ìÅîû xyîû ö†þyöìly @ýÌsiyˆyöìîû xyöìSé !†þly ¤öìr˜¥Ð
‡„%!Øþly!Øþ !?Kþy¤y †þîûöì¡l ~¥z ˜%ô)Å¡Ä î¥zþ›öìeîû– þ›„%!íîû
¤‚îûÇþöì”îû îÄyþ›yöìîûÐ xy!ôG è%þöì¡ öˆ¡yô xy!ô †þíy
î¡!Sé èþyîûöì•þîû îûyÜTÉþ›!•þîû ¤yöìíÐ xl%èþî †þîû¡yô îûyÜTÉþ›!•þ
îÄ!•þöìîûöì†þ ’þz!l xy¤öì¡ Kþyl!þ›þ›y¤%– þ›%hßì†þöì²Ìô# ~†þ îÄ!_«
!ë!l î¥z ~îû ¤yôöìl ˜„y’þüyöì¡ ë„yîû ¤î Protocol ˜)öìîû ‹þöì¡
ëyëûÐ ²Ìyëû 6éŸé7 !ô!löìØþîû ö¤¥z ßº”Åy¡# ô%¥)•Åþ xyôyîû †þyöìSé

ß¿îû”#ëû ¥öìëû íy†þöìî ¤yîûy ?#îlÐ ~!¢ëûy!Øþ†þ ö¤y¤y¥z!Øþîû
@ýÌsiyˆyöìîû †þy? †þîûyîû ¤)öìe ~ xyôyîû þ›îûô ²Ìy!®Ð ö¤¥z
ô%¥)•Åþ!Øþöì†þ ö¤!˜l †þÄyöìôîûyîr˜# †þöìîû!Séöì¡l îûyÜTÉþ›!•þîû
!l?ßº æþöìØþy@ýÌyæþyîûéŸŸŸé ëy þ›îû!˜l President’s Gallery
ö•þ ö˜öì‡ ˆ!îÅ•þ ¥öìëû!Sé¡yôÐ
löìèþÁºîû– 2017 ¤yöì¡ ~!¢ëûy!Øþ†þ ö¤y¤y¥z!Øþîû ²Ìíô
èþyîû•þ#ëû ¤èþyþ›!•þ Œ1885 ¤yöì¡Š îûy?y îûyöì?w¡y¡ !ôe
ß¿yîû†þ î_,«•þy !˜öì•þ xy¤öìîl ²Ì”î ô%öì‡yþ›y™ÄyëûÐ •þöìî
xyöìˆ ö¤y¤y¥z!Øþ öíöì†þ !†þS%é •þíÄ ’þz!l ö‹þöìëû þ›y‘þyöì¡l
èþyîû•þ•þ_´!î˜– ¤%þ›![þ•þ îûyöì?w¡y¡ ¤Áºöì¦þÐ ôyll#ëû
¤y™yîû” ¤Á›y˜†þ ’þ/ ¤•þÄîÊ•þ ‹þe«î•Åþ# ô¥y¢ëû xyôyöì†þ
˜y!ëûc !˜öì¡l 24 ‰^ýØþyîû ôöì™Ä îûyöì?w¡y¡ ¤Á›öì†Åþ ¤ôhßì
•þíÄ !˜öìëû ~†þ!Øþ îû‹þly !¡öì‡ !˜öì•þ ¥öìîÐ xy!ô !†þS%éØþy
¥•þîy†þ ~¥z =îû&˜y!ëûc þ›y¡öìl xy!ô †þ•þØþy ’þzþ›ë%_« ~¥z
öèþöìîÐ ëy¥z ö¥y†þ official ˜y!ëûc– ~’þüyöìly ëyëû lyÐ
Öîû& †þîû¡yô ö¡‡yÐ ~!˜öì†þ ö•þy ‰^ýØþyëû ‰^ýØþyëû ¤Äyîû ~îû
•þy!ˆ˜yéŸŸŸé~‡%!l ~Øþy ²Ì”îîyî%îû †þyöìSé öþ›„ïöìSéyöì•þ ¥öìîÐ
!˜¡yô ö¡‡yØþy– 2éŸé4 îyîû Draft Correction ¥¡ ~î‚
ö¤!˜l¥z ö¡‡y öþ›„ïSéyöì¡yÐ !l™Åy!îû•þ !˜öìl ²Ìíô îûyöì?w¡y¡
ß¿yîû†þ î_,«•þy !˜öìëû öˆöì¡l ²Ì”îîyî%éÐ èþyöì¡y¡yˆyëû èþöìîû
’þz‘þ¡ ôlÐ ¤yôylÄ ¥öì¡G !†þS%é þ›!îûöì£ìîy !˜öì•þ öþ›öìîû!Sé Glyîû
†þyöì?Ð ôöìl íy†þöìî !‹þîû†þy¡Ð
•„þyîû ²Ìëûyöì” xyôyîû !îlÁË ×m*yÐ
òö¢£ì ly!¥ öë– ö¢£ì †þíy ö†þ î¡öìîÚó

Shri Pranab Mukherjee with the Staﬀ Members of The Asiatic Society
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The Last Visit of Shri Pranab Mukherjee at The Asiatic Society
The Asiatic Society instituted an
endowment lecture in the name
of Dr. Raja Rajendralala Mitra, the
renowned Indologist and the first
Indian President of the Asiatic
Society. The Asiatic Society
invited Sri Pranab Mukherjee,
former President of India, to
deliver ‘First Dr. Raja Rajendralala
Mitra Memorial Lecture 2017’.
Hon’ble Sri Mukherjee delivered
the Memorial Lecture on the
theme ‘Dr. Rajendralala Mitra and
the Indological Studies in the
Asiatic Society’ on 20 November
2017 in the Vidyasagar Hall of the
Society.

Professor Isha Mahammad, President of the Asiatic
Society presenting Dr. Raja Rajendralala Mitra
Memorial Lectureship Plaque and a Citation to
Sri Pranab Mukherjee

Sri Pranab Mukherjee delivering the ﬁrst Dr. Raja Rajendralala Mitra Memorial Lecture
before the distinguished audience
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Extract from Media

Mukherjee Remembers Long Association with The Asiatic Society

K

olkata, Nov 20, 2017 (PTI) Former
President Pranab Mukherjee today
recalled his long association with the
233-year-old Asiatic Society, saying he
had felt proud when it was declared an
Institution of National Excellence in 1984.
Mukherjee said he had to reluctantly
sever his association on being elected the
President of India but now he could renew
that relation afresh.
"My personal association with this
organisation goes back to early 80s not
as a great scholar or indologist but being
associated with an important development in the landmark institution in 1984,"
Mukherjee said.
He was delivering the first lecture in

the memory of renowned indologist Raja
Rajendralala Mitra.
"In 1984 the then Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi had readily agreed to my suggestion
to declare the Asiatic Society as an Institute
of National Importance by passing an Act
in Parliament," the former President said.
Mukherjee, who had held important
portfolios in the union cabinet for many
years, said the government had never interfered in the functioning of the institute.
"When in 2012 I filed my nomination for the post of President of India,
I had to cut off my association with
Asiatic society. Since the President
of the republic cannot be associated with any other organisation of the

country, I had to reluctantly dissociate
myself," he said.
On Raja Rajendralala Mitra, Mukherjee
said the 1824 born scholar "was one of
the foremost scholars who paved the path
of human destination in archaeolgical,
cultural, numismatics and other studies".
Rajendralala, who had died in 1891,
was the first modern indologist and the
first Indian President of the Asiatic Society
in 1885. "He did a remarkable job in recording history," the former President said.
Mukherjee was given a stole, a set of
publications of the Asiatic Society and Dr
Raja Rajendralala Mitra Memorial Lecture
plaque by institutes president Prof Isha
Mahammad.

Painted by Artist Arun Kumar Chakraborty, on Dry pastel
Monthly Bulletin

17

September 2020

Media Matters

Courtesy: Anandabazar Patrika
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Peak Jasraj:
Remembering the
Hindustani Vocalist’s
Contribution to the Ethos of Artistic Modernity
Amit Chaudhuri
Writer, Hindustani Classical Vocalist and Composer of Crossover Music
It was a shock to hear from an editor at
The Hindu on the evening of 17th August that
Pandit Jasraj had died a few hours earlier in
New Jersey. My first thought was that the extraordinary group of vocalists I’d heard live in
Bombay at the end of the seventies and early
eighties, and whose approaches to khayal
contributed to my own education in that
genre, was now, at last, a historical fact, with
an account of how that generation emerged
waiting to be written. At the moment of receiving the news, I’d forgotten that Parveen
Sultana is still with us; I asked the editor: ‘How
old was he?’ She said: ‘Ninety! He did live a full
life.’ We marvelled at his youthfulness, a reason for beingcaught offguard by his passing.
I didn’t write the obituary I was asked to
by The Hindu because there was too little time
to write one: the condition in which obituaries
are composed. But, expectedly, I immediately
began to sift through my awareness of Jasraj’s
music; to make note of a transition to do
with his self-possession in performance that
I have always been aware of, but never had
the need to point out. Is a death an occasion
to celebrate a great person’s greatness, which
we’ve done obediently enough all his life, or
to reconsider what we believe makes them
Monthly Bulletin

‘great’? Or could it be possible that we don’t
have a clear idea where their greatness lies?
Too often, this seems to be true of iconic
artists in India: that we know they’re among
the ‘best’, but not why. The ‘why’ becomes
irrelevant in the haze of praise offered in the
artist’s lifetime, once consensus is arrived
at and the ad hominem attacks that pass
for criticism are suppressed; the irrelevance
resurfaces in the eulogies after the death. To
articulate the ‘why’ implies a kind of engagement that seems out of place in the context
of the sacred. When M. F. Husain died, for
instance, we were told that India’s greatest
contemporary painter had passed away,
though few seemed to know what his most
notable paintings or creative periods were.
This was as revealing of our cultural milieu
as the tragic circumstances of Husain’s exile.
Obeisance without engagement, whatever
your political persuasion, is a characteristic of
nationalism and is as political as any slogan.
I’d never thought of writing about Pandit
Jasraj in this column because he was clearly
too central to need retrieving. The moment he
died, though, I became newly conscious of a
periodisation in his output that I’d long been
aware of, but which needed pointing out
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now in order for us to seek out – and retrieve
and protect – what’s most valuable about his
music. Jasraj had had a heart attack very early
on in the 1980s, after which he’d disappeared
for a while from the music scene. There was
an absence for a duration – no more concerts
or recordings. Then he returned, and I recall
hearing him at Rang Bhavan in Bombay; the
voice was shaky, as was to be expected in
a singer recovering from a life-threatening
setback and one who’d been, for a significant
amount of time, without riyaaz. Then, gradually, in the months and years to come, the
voice regained its steadiness and attempted
once more the intricate bursts of detailing –
short taans, murkis, and adolan or graceful oscillation, all of which were characteristic of his
alaap. The authority of performance returned,
but it gradually grew clear that the peak was
over. In the mid-80s and onwards, the voice
required to do justice to the peculiar finesse of
Jasraj’s imagination – to the delicate, oblique,
but difficult aberrations that comprised his
style - was never wholly present.
This is not a criticism. Every artist – especially every classical performer – has a period
when they’re at their peak, and at their most
creative. Then family and livelihood take
over, and subtle changes come over the human body: for the singer, this is particularly
important – singing, however disembodied
and transcendental it may sound, is as much
a physical act as walking. By1980, Jasraj was
already fifty: he’d been a performing artist for
about thirty years and a recording artist for
fifteen years or so. All the significant work was
done in this period, although it’s extremely
difficult to access now -precisely because of
the numberless recordings he did in the next
forty years.
To understand his achievement today
one will have to sift, reject, and glean. There
are multiple later recordings of the ragas
recorded early on – Nat Bhairav, Shuddh Nat,
Kedar, Darbari, Puriya, Adana–that entangle
the listener and impede the discovery of
recordings and interpretations from the late
Monthly Bulletin
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sixties and early seventies that announced
a style that was at once deeply melodious
and urbane. There were no rustic elements in
Jasraj’s singing, no overt insistence of bhakti:
he treated singing primarily as an art, and
gave us a deeply idiosyncratic, original, and
modern version of the sophistication of court
culture. By modern I mean secular, but not in
the Nehruvian sense: I mean a two-hundredyear-old development in the arts, preceding
Nehruvianism and the Constitution, which
emphasises art as diction, texture, and detail
rather than just as tradition. This is a temper to which Ustad Amir Khan and Kishori
Amonkar and Jasraj come in various ways,
as much as any modern Indian poet or filmmaker did. The leap Jasraj is making when
embracing this temper is clear from a comparison of his older brothers Pandit Maniram
and Pandit Pratap Narayan’s treatment of the
khayal and his own (see this interview with
Pandit Maniram and Pandit Jasraj, which is
interspersed with performances: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8JiTpWwVTk;
or listen to this clip of a recording of raga
Jog by the three brothers: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=a62oNNywd6E&lis
t=RDa62oNNywd6E&index=1). It isn’t just
talent that separates the younger brother
from the older ones (who are considerable
performers), but Jasraj’s contribution to the
ethos of artistic modernity. It doesn’t matter
what kind of religious beliefs Jasraj believed
himself to subscribe to; I’m concerned with
the person he chose to be when he sang
the khayal. This person is to be found most
compellingly in what one has to now call the
‘early recordings’, though, when I came to
classical music in 1978, these were the only
recordings, and these were Jasraj.
The ethos that I’m describing – the ability
to sing in a particular way; the audience’s ability to cherish that kind of singing; the ability
to take from one’s built and natural environment and from ‘tradition’ in an open-ended
way, relatively unburdened by religious or
national identity – was a delicate balancing
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act. It’s a wonder that it sustained itself for as
long as it did before it was largely destroyed
by globalisation and its various manifestations, including Hindutva.
To encounter the pre-globalisation Jasraj,
the artist, go to his first recording, Nat Bhairav.
After investigating several uploads of the raga
performed by him, I could only find the chhota khayal from the original recording: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=2RbI2nqYcpI
Listen, too, from around the same time,
to this beautiful Shuddh Nat: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=zbaGfAHM68M. The
saregama upload is near-impossible to trace,
as it’s listed not by raga, but by the opening
words of the bada khayal, matimalania.
Equally difficult to find, and for the same
reason, are these recordings from 1974 – first,
raga Kedar from 1974, https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=_cPt0vfPNR8; and, from the
same vinyl record, raga Darbari: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=rHN9FGMSZJ0&t=8s.
When listening to Kedar, notice the very fine
embellishments with which Jasraj, roughly for
a minute from 5 minutes 30 seconds onwards,
explores the movement from tivra ma (the
sharp fourth) to dha (the natural sixth) down
to ma (the natural fourth) – Kedar’s loveliest
identifying phrases, usually covered no less
movingly by a meend or a glide, but by Jasraj
with spontaneously complex mini-phrases.
This terrific live version of Khamaj Bahar,
a variant of a composition by Kunwar Shyam,
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must also be, from the voice’s timbre and the
taankari, from the seventies: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=I39kyv_gVv4.
Finally, this link leads to a documentary
on Pandit Jasraj and Pandit Bhimsen Joshi
which capturessomething of the last phase
of the modernity I mentioned: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=vF96Yf0mnTo. The
evolution from courts to concert audiences
has oftenbeen remarked upon; but what
happened in drawing rooms and houses in
the sixties and seventies to sustain Hindustani
classical music and practitioners like Jasraj?
The documentary gives us a portrait of the
singer as teacher, and then accompanies
him on his journey to Thakur Jaywant Singh
Vaghela, a landed aristocrat who acted as
Jasraj’s, and the Mewati gharana’s, patron,
and who also composed the great bandish
in raga Adana that Jasraj performs for him
here, splendidly (you can watch it from the
21st minute onwards), and which he recorded
for his first vinyl release.Vaghela himself appears ensconced in, but slightly alienated, or
displaced, from his cultural inheritance. The
spiritual contradictions of such a milieu created a particular creative setting in the fifties,
sixties, and seventies – the setting for Jasraj’s
unforgettable response.
Courtesy: https://scroll.in/article/971876/peak-jasrajremembering-the-hindustani-vocalists-contribution-tothe-ethos-of-artistic-modernity
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Professor Manabendra
Bandyopadhyay: Doyen of
Bengali Translation
Sayantan Dasgupta
Head, Department of Comparative Literature
Jadavpur University
Manabendra Bandyopadhyay (1938-2020)
was a student of the first batch to graduate
from the Department of Comparative Literature at Jadavpur University. He later joined
the Department and taught there for many
decades before retiring in 2000. He leaves
behind a rich contribution to the discipline
of Comparative Literature and to the world
of letters at large.
Bandyopadhyay will be remembered
primarily for his contribution to the realm
of translation. It is generally accepted that
translating into one’s own language, called
endotropic translation, is an important means
of enriching that language and literature. The
Target Language (TL) absorbs the linguistic
resources of the Source Language (SL), its
literary motifs, strategies and inflexions, and
thereby evolves further. In that sense, Bandyopadhyay did yeoman service for Bangla
literature. By translating the rich literary oeuvre of other languages of India into Bangla,
he enriched the Bangla linguistic and literary
system and determined the course that Bangla literature would take for decades.
Bandyopadhyay was the key figure for
translation activity into Bangla for many
years. He was Convenor of the Sahitya Akademi Advisory Board (Bangla) and shaped
the activities of the national body of letters
in the field of Bangla language and literature
for many years. He was also himself a Sahitya
Akademi awardee (1993), thanks his translation of Vaikom Muhammad Basheer’s Malayalam short stories. This translation opened
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up the works of one of the greatest and most
socially conscious writers from Kerala to the
Bengali reader.
Some of Basheer’s most powerful stories
entered the Bangla literary system thanks to
Manab-babu, as he was called by most. There
is great diversity in the stories Manab-babu
selected–“Neela Velicham,” a haunting ghost
story, is translated as “Neel Alo”, “Premalekhanam,” an incredibly romantic story that raises
great challenges for the translator, thanks to
the absurd terms of endearment used by the
lovers for each other (quite unforgettable is
‘Akashlebulogenchoosh’, the term of endearment the translator settled on), is translated
as “Prempatra,” and “Vishwavikhyatamaya
Mookku,” a political fable that offers a telling
analysis of popular psychology and political
ambition in a comic tone, is translated as
“Bhubanbikhyato Nashika,” and so on.
The five-volume Adhunik Bharatiyo Galpo
(Modern Indian Short Stories) edited by Bandyopadhyay stands out as another landmark.
Published from 1985 onward, this series introduced Bengali readers to more than fifty of
the most enduring classic short stories ever
written in other Indian languages, thereby
opening up the possibility of further crossfertilisation among Indian bhasas. Stories
from Gujarati, Marathi, Asamiya, Odia, Tamil,
Malayalam, Hindi, and Urdu, among others,
found their way to the Bengali reader through
this series. Another important endeavor of his
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was Bhed-Bibhed: Danga, Deshbhag O Samprodayikatabirodhi Sarbobharotiyo GalpoSankalan (1992), a two-volume anthology of
short stories against communalism from all
over India. Bhed-Bibhed was conceptualized
as a response to rising intolerance in contemporary India and to what Manab-babu saw as
an upsurge of religious fundamentalism in
the country. Literature, for Bandyopadhyay,
was but an avenue to larger social and political change. The two series also underscored
Bandyopadhyay’s belief in a secular, just and
egalitarian society, where India’s diversity
would be respected and nurtured even as its
unity was celebrated and feted.
No less important was Bandyopadhyay’s
contribution to translating world literature
into Bangla. He transgressed genres and
languages with ease, translating texts as diverse as La Fontaine’s writings, Edward Lear’s
nonsense verse, and Jules Verne’s science
fiction, into Bangla.
Bandyopadhyay was particularly attentive
to translating into Bangla the literatures of
countries and continents which had not till
then been available to Bengali readers—this
included literary works from Africa, Latin
America, and the Caribbean. Once again, one
notes the diversity of genres and texts he
dealt with. On the one hand, he took up Pablo
Neruda’s Fulgor y muerte de Joaquín Murieta,
an operatic text focusing on the plight of
the Latino community in the USA during the
19th century Gold Rush years, and translated
it into Bangla as Joaquin Murietar Mohima O
Mrityu. Again, Manab-babu was instrumental
in introducing novels from other Third World
fiction to Bangla. There was, for instance, Alejo
Carpentier-er Rachanasangraha (1991), which
brought into Bangla for the first time, some of
the most important short stories and novels
written by the Cuban writer, Alejo Carpentier.
Among the texts Manab-babu included in
this volume was El reino del este Mundo (Ei
Martyer Rajatya),woven around the Haitian
revolution of the late 18th century, a novel
particularly important for understanding
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Latin American literature as it first enunciated
the concept of lo real maravilloso, which got
mistranslated into the now-well-known term,
‘magic realism’. Alejo Carpentier-er Rachanasangraha is particularly important because
of Bandyopadhyay’s afterword, in which he
contextualizes and explains magic realism
critically at a time when it was received with
much misunderstanding and confusion in
India.
Along with fiction and opera, poetry,
too, claimed Manab-babu’s attention as he
translated a substantial corpus of poetry from
Latin America. Perhaps the most ambitious of
Manab-babu’s works in this direction was Ei
Swapna, Ei Gantobwo: Latin Americar Bidrohi
Kobita. This collection carried poetry from
countries such as Argentina, El Salvador,
Cuba, Guatemala, Chile, Peru, and Mexico.
Legendary, firebrand poets like Cesar Vallejo,
Ruben Dario, Jose Marti and Nicolás Guillén
were among those who found a place in this
book. The selection also clearly underlines
Bandyopadhyay’s leftist sympathies, his passion for Latin American literature, and his lifelong commitment to bringing closer to each
other the Bengali reader and the literature of
other Third World countries. And the fact that
the poems in Ei Swapna, Ei Gantobwo were
actually reprints of translations published by
Bandyopadhyay over almost two decades
in various periodicals just went to show his
long-term commitment to the cause.
Bandyopadhyay identifies César Vallejo,
Nicolás Guillén, and Pablo Neruda as the
three most prominent torchbearers of the
revolutionary movement in Latin American
poetry in his introduction although he also
makes frequent references to Nicanor Parra
and his concept of “antipoetry”. This is a brand
of poetry that tries to discharge its twin responsibility to poetry, on the one hand, and
to revolution, on the other. It would not be out
of place to quote here what Bandyopadhyay
thought this very ambitious project sought
to unveil:
Historical roots and the inheritance of
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the conquistadors, the different facets of imperialism and the different, deceptive masks
donned by dictatorships, the nature of war
and protest, social responsibility and the role
of the artiste in society—it is these themes
that glow fiercely in anger and mockery and
tie together the poems in this collection…
(My translation.)
Manab-babu’s penchant and passion for
unearthing and popularizing poetry from traditions that lay beyond the ken of contemporary Bengali readers also manifested itself in
the way he took up for translation into Bangla
poets such as Miroslav Holub (from what was
then Czechoslovakia), Vasco Popa (from what
was then Yugoslavia), Wisława Szymborska
and Zbigniew Herbert (Poland). This was a
whole new world being opened up in front of
the eyes of the Bengali reader, thanks largely
to the efforts and commitment of one man.
Another important contribution of Manabendra Bandyopadhyay lay in the way he
introduced the Colombian writer, Gabriel
Garcia Marquez, perhaps the best-known
Latin American writer in India today. Bandyopadhyay was instrumental in catalyzing
this popularity. His translations of Garcia
Marquez’s El coronel no tiene quien le escriba
(Colonel k Keu Chithi Lekhe Na in Bangla) and
La increíble y triste historia de la cándida Eréndira y de su abuela desalmada (Sarala Erendira ar taar nidaya Thakumar Abishwashwo
Karun Kahini in Bangla) helped to introduce
the magical realist world of Garcia Marquez
to Bengal. What also needs to be noted is
that his translations were almost invariably
accompanied by prefatory comments and
longer afterwords, which helped readers to
properly contextualize these foreign literary
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products. This ancillary material deserves to
be collected together, perhaps even translated, and propagated more widely.
Apart from being one of most prolific and
influential translators in the history of modern
Bengal, Manabendra Bandyopadhyay was a
scholar, critic, and creative writer. While his
academic writings are to be found in various
journals and periodicals, his creative work
has been published in book form. This body
of work again highlights the versatile genius
that Manabendra Bandyopadhyay was. He
leaves behind a sizeable body of poetry
(books such as Sapludo athaba Gharbari and
Ei Somoy Sonir), as well as works of fiction (Leg
Trap O Anyanyo Galpo, Je Putul Paliye Gyalo,
Alibabar Guha, Lamppost er Balloon, and Sonar
Duar). Notably, Bandyopadhyay also experimented with the genre of the detective story
and with fiction centering around sports. He
even wrote a history of Indian Test cricket in
two volumes!
Nor can one forget the pioneering contribution made by Bandyopadhyay through
endeavours such as Harbola, a magazine
he brought out briefly and which sought to
introduce young readers to the rich short
story-writing tradition of countries of the
Third World—clearly, he saw this as one way
of combating cultural imperialism. Bandyopadhyay was a postcolonialist before postcolonialism became fashionable, a translation
activist before the concept of a ‘translation
activist’ gained currency, and a torchbearer of
civilisational and cultural kinship long before
multiculturalism became a catchword.
With Professor Manabendra Bandyopadhyay’s passing, the world of Bangla letters
has lost one of its truly inspirational pioneers.
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Identification of Three Portraits in Oil in the
Collection of The Asiatic Society
The Asiatic Society has a large collection of
oil paintings consisting of 78 (seventy-eight)
in number as per the Accession Register. The
list was approved 25 years back by my teacher
Professor Kalyan Kumar Ganguli, former Rani
Bageswari Professor of Indian Art, University
of Calcutta and the then General Secretary
of the Asiatic Society. The Last entry was C.
C. Grose (would be C. C. Ghosh, see Monthly
Bulletin, February, 2020), a painting done by
the artist Atul Bose and one more was the
portrait of Pramatha Nath Bose (in the official
list noted as artist unknown).
The salient features of Atul Bose’s portraiture rest in his perfection and giving effect
to idealistic naturalism. As a creative artist he
was a man of that world which lay in the silent
corners of his own soul, and whatever he
portrayed, he did it from an inner pulse that
made persons alive as if sitting before him in
flesh and blood. A comparison of his portraits
such as copied from photography with those
done from a live-sitting will outstandingly
reveal the difference in the genre.
One may cite, for example, the full-length
portraits of Rabindranath and Subhas Chandra, the two luminaries of Bengal, about 10
feet in height are so lively that the viewers
will feel as if the persons will step out of the
frame of the Canvas to appear before the
spectator in person with all their charm and
magnetic personality. The spectator will just
remain spellbound with his eyes fixed on,
such was the strength of his rendering. Bose
himself knew how his colours and impastos
transformed that human figure into light, and
Bose rediated the vibration of life-force. Bose
was very much consciously involved in this.
In our concluding observation about
Monthly Bulletin

Atul Bose, he will ever be regarded as an
able painter and portraitist above anything
else. His skill is only comparable to his
contemporaries in England. He is no more;
but the Nation feels his hallowed presence
through his glorious creations in Drawing
& Painting.

Portrait of Pramatha Nath Bose (18551934) by Artist Atul Bose

A portrait painting (Size 42” x 32”) in oval
format done by very renowned artist and
portrait-painter Atul Bose is remarkably
beautiful and it, very clearly, registers the
mastery of handling oil-paints in perfect
academic style.
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The Portrait-head, Kamij and the yellowish shawl and their natural folds are
brought out with effortless ease, soft shadows and lights on the human-skin looks
pulsating with life. The painting reminds
us the works of French artist Ingress with
soft light and shade.
The Painting should be duly renovated
and carefully preserved.
Born on 12 May 1855 in a remote village
of Gaipur, near Gobardanga, in North 24
Parganas district, West Bengal, a pioneering Indian geologist and paleontologist. He
was educated at Krishna Nagar College and
later at St. Xavier’s College. He obtained a
Gilchrist Scholarship to study in London
in 1874. Bose was in fact the first Indian to
get a B. Sc. degree from a British University.
During his study at Cambridge he became
a friend of Rabindranath Tagore. He went
to get a diploma from the Royal School of
Mines. While he could have easily made a
life for himself in England, but Bose chose
to return to India and joined the Geological
Survey of India as an Assistant Superintendent, the first Indian to hold this position.
Bose’s initial work was on the Siwalik
fossils. He is credited with the discovery
of petroleum in Assam and the setting up
of the first soap factory in India and was
instrumental in the setting up of Jamshedpur by writing to J. N. Tata about the rich
ore reserves.
As a man of science, he had constantly
taken up the cause of technical education
in the country. His efforts also catalysed the
foundation of the Bengal Technical Institute which is better known as the Jadavpur
University today in which P. N. Bose was the
first honorary Principal.
In 1934 P. N. Bose passed into the annals
of our history at the age of 79. Among his
publications, the most notable one was A
History of Hindu Civilization (3 volumes) in
1896.
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Portrait of Professor Satyendra Nath Sen,
Former Vice-Chancellor of University of
Calcutta by Paritosh Sen

In oils on canvas (size 35.5 x 29.5 inch).
In the field of creative painting, some artists
are sometimes inflated beyond their real
capability and their actual creativity and
critics sometimes make them famous with
ego centric criticism and platitudes. In my
opinion artist Sen was the one who became
noteworthy because of his association with
the rebel group of artists called themselves
“The Calcutta Group” established in 1944-45
against a turmoil in the social and political
situation the country needed. As per our
knowledge goes the painting was commissioned to Paritosh Sen for the special
request from Smt. Kapila Vatsyayan sent to
the General Secretary, The Asiatic Society,
at that time.
We wonder how an artist can compose
a face (portrait) where the hair of a person
touches upper-line of the canvas without
any breathing space, and why a kind of glow
is given on right side of head with the same
colour given on the right ear, forehead and
cheeks. The folded Kashmiri shawl on his
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shoulder and white Kamij (Panjabi) become
so stiff as if they are made out of some metal
sheet without any sense and a feeling be it
of a cotton or wool.
We consider it is mockery on the person
of commendable status.
Professor Satyendra Nath Sen was an inhabitant of Poygram in the district of Khulna
(now in Bangladesh), though he was born
in Rangpur at the maternal uncle's house,
undivided Bengal at that time. Sri Sen, a
man of humble disposition and exceptional
merit qualified himself in Masters of Economics of University of Calcutta with first
class first in the year 1933. Besides his various research works he acquired the Ph.D.
degree from London School of Economics
in the year 1950. After coming to India
he joined as a teacher in Asutosh College
as lecturer in Economics in 1935 and in
1942 he was appointed as professor in the
department of Economics, University of
Calcutta . In 1962-63 he was invited as guest
lecturer in Princeton University & Stanford
University at USA. He was appointed twice
as the Vice-Chancellor of the University at
Calcutta and served successfully without
any interruption. In 1980-83 he was the
President of Board of Governors of Indian
Institute of Technology, Kharagpur and also
an Honorary Fellow of The Asiatic Society,
Calcutta and later it’s President. He was
also the Founder President of the Paschim
Banga Niraksharata Durikaran Samity and
also associated with the activities of the
Karmatar, Jharkhand. Among his writings
mention may be made at Central Banking
in developing countries, Central Banking
in underdeveloped money market, the
City of Calcutta : A Socio-Economic Survey,
Industrial Movement in West Bengal and
Industrial relation in Jute Industry in West
Bengal.
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Portrait of Acharya Satyabrata Samasrami
(1846-1911)

Seated in Padmasana, the great Vedic Scholar Satyabrata Samasrami
(Bhattacharya)’s picture was painted by an
artist not known to us (size 42” x 32”) with
fertile imagination, made him seated on a
square carpet to look like an ascetic totally
forgetting his antecedence of profound study
and knowledge in ancient classical literature.
This kind of shallow idea of making a portrait
in old colour is just unfortunate.
However Acharya Satyabrata is depicted,
bare-bodied in white lenguti does not match
with the concept and character of the portrait
painting in European style along with its media, such as oil painting on canvas. Notwithstanding, we have atleast picture put up here
in the Asiatic Society's Library to submit our
homage to the person of such outstanding
merit and his contribution, which one can see
from the four bearing lines of his biography.
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The seated portrait is perfectly a triangular
composition firmly seated on the floor. His
hands, legs crossed one on the other, shoulder and chest sagging down on which sacred
thread (upabita) is visible in right place. The
most interesting is in his face with a long curly
grey and white hair, but peculiarly one can see
that he did not keep moustache like maulobis
for reasons not known. The body and face
are thrust out to the viewers on bluish grey
background and physiognomy of the facial
character is brought out with perfect skill
and competence.
Pandit Satyabrata Samasrami was born
in Patna on 28 May 1846. His father Babu
Ramdas Chatterjee held several responsible
positions under the British Government in
Mungyer and Patna and had enjoyed considerable landed property. To introduce the
Vedic learning, he moved his family to Benaras and placed his son Satyabrata, eight years
old under the instruction of Gouraswami,
the head of the Saraswati Math and Pandit
Nandaram Trivedi. Satyabrata completed
his studies in 1866 and received the title of
‘Samasrami’ (Scholar of Samveda) from the
Maharaja of Bundi with the consent of the
distinguished Pandit of his court.
After that the young vedic scholar with
about a hundred pupils spent the following
two years in travel, visiting various holy places
of Northern India, among which may be
mentioned Ayodhya, Kanauj, Kampilla, Jaipur,
Naimisaranya, Haridwar, Gujarat and Kashmir.
Returning to Benaras in 1868, he married the granddaughter of Pandit Brajanath

Somnath Mukherjee
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Vidyaratna, the leading smartya of Nabadwip.
In 1870 he commenced to edit a journal under the name of Pratna Kamarama Nandini
for the publication of Vedic works. At the instance of Raja Rajendralala Mitra in the same
year he was engaged by the Asiatic Society
of Bengal to edit the Samveda Samhita for
the Bibliotheca Indica. After the death of his
father he brought his family from Benaras to
Calcutta and applied himself to the diffusion
of Vedic learning in Bengal. He contributed
to the Bibliotheca Indica a new edition of the
Nirukta. In 1889 he commenced publishing a
new Vedic journal Usha. He contributed also
to the Bibliotheca Indica an edition of Aitareya
Brahmana, Taittiriya Samhita and Satapatha
Brahmana. From his own press he published
in Bengali character the Samveda, Yajurveda
and several Brahmans and Vedangas. He
edited a Buddhist work Gunakarandya Vyuha
with a Bengali translation by himself as well
as a few of Jaina scriptures.
As a vedic scholar he was without a competitor in Bengal and carried out his father’s
idea of reviving vedic learning in the land of
his birth. He was an honorary member of the
Asiatic Society of Bengal on 6th April 1892
and Philological Secretary in 1900. He was
appointed as per the new regulations of the
University of Calcutta, in the department of
Sanskrit, appointed University lecturer and
examiner of the Vedas.
After suffering from apoplexy for about
six months he breathed his last on 1 June
1911 (Proceedings of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, July, 1911,
Courtesy : Sujata Misra, Library, The Asiatic Society)

Isha Mahammad
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Curious Anomalies in Bengal’s Durgā Worship
Jawhar Sircar, IAS (Retired)

T

Fig. 1: Iconography of modern Durga with her ‘children’
(Photo courtesy of Rajat Sanyal).

he annual festive worship of
Durgā is so comfortably settled in the Bengali imagination
that her apparent anomalies and
contradictions are hardly examined. The ﬁrst issue is that popular
demand in Bengal mandates that
she has to be seen with her four
‘children’ — which is most unlike
other parts of India. The second
is derived from this as these four
‘children’ appear quite disinterested in Durgā’s ferocious battle
with Mahi%āsura, nor do they play
any role in it. The third anomaly
lies in the fact that Durgā in Ben-

gal appears resplendent in her best dress with a lot of
jewellery, even as she is engaged in a mortal combat.
There are others, like the lion in old traditional images
that hardly looked like a lion. In fact, the warrior goddess who is worshipped in other parts of India during
the autumnal Navaratri is seated on a tiger, the Royal
Bengal one, but Bengal insists on the lion which is quite
‘foreign’ to these parts. But, as we get down to examining these characteristics, we begin to understand more
clearly the social contract of the Bengali Hindus with
pan-Indian Brahmanism.
The oldest iconographic representation of Durgā
or Mahi%āsuramardinī, we ﬁnd is a terracotta image
from the 1st century CE discovered at Nagaur in Rajasthan. It has the buffalo, the lion and the triśula but
this Durgā has just four hands, not ten as prescribed.
The six Ku%_ƒa period sculptures of the 2nd century
in the Mathura Museum also have the Devī with the
Fig. 2: Durga from Manbhum, 12th
triśula and the buffalo, but no lion, as is the case with century (Photo Rajat Sanyal, courtesy
the 4th century image found Bhumara in Madhya
of the Indian Museum, Kolkata).
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seventh century, though certain parts appear more archaic. The treatise describes
the Devī in different battle attire and essentially as Daśabhujā. We may note that
this ﬁrst proper narrative outlining her
form and the story of her battles appeared
well after her early icons or representations
had already been sculpted.
This may indicate that Brahmanism
took its own time to grant formal recognition through scriptural compositions. It is
my submission that the epics and pur_ƒas
were quite like project-funded university
schools and were collective efforts of groups
of scholars, located in speciﬁc broad regions,
to expound upon and promote specific
deities. Different assertions made in each
pur_ƒa were most probably debated threadbare within the school in true academic
tradition before being added. Unresolved
issues, compromises reached and later

Fig. 3: Durga from Manbhum, 12th century (Photo
of the State Archaeological Museum, Kolkata).

Pradesh. We see a 5th century ten-armed
Daśabhujā ﬁghting a buffalo in Udayagiri,
without the lion as her vahana and JN
Banerjea has described in detail the evolved
images of Mahi%āsuramardinī of the Gupta
period. We will also touch upon the Bengal
sculptures a little later. What is interesting
is that while stray references to this deity
appear in the middle of the ﬁrst millennium
BCE, the ﬁrst major and complete text on
Durgā arrived only at the close of the Gupta
period. We refer to the Devīmāhātmya or
Durgāsaptaśatī that is the ﬁrst puranic text
dedicated to the Devī that would determine
or inﬂuence her subsequent iconography.
It is a section of the M_rkaƒ]eyapur_ƒa,
which is usually assigned to the sixth or
Monthly Bulletin
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Fig. 4: Durga Battling Mahishasura, Kashmir, c.800.
Stone
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for everything. Scholars have referred
to hymns like 4.28, 5.34, 8.27 and some
others in the gVeda, but any close reading of them will reveal their ambiguity.
The Devīśukta (10.125) is oft repeated to
establish her in the gVeda, but this does
not mention her name or her appellations,
and it does not bear any of her signature
motifs or talk of her battle with asuras. In
fact, scholars like Ralph TH Grifﬁth have
translated it as a veneration directed to
Vak or ‘speech personified’. We get the
same amorphous feeling in the couple of
hymns attributed to Durgā that are located
in the Atharva Veda. Monier-Williams
mentions a deity named Durgi in 10.1.7 of
the Taittir#ya ^aƒyaka but this is not our
standard Mahi%āsuramardinī.
However, the very fact that both Y_k%a
and P_ƒini mention the term ‘Durgā’ leads
one to speculate that the kernel of her

Fig. 5: Devi and Her Lion, India, staten of Tamil
Nadu, Kanchipuram, Kailasanatha Temple.
Granite, ca. 700-728

interpolations may explain the disjointed
nature of sectional arrangement. As experts
have bracketed each pur_ƒa in different
bands of centuries, it may be fair to assume that individual ‘projects’ lasted for
a few centuries, depending on patronage.
Though the maha-pur_ƒas dwelt on male
deities, a few also tackled (quite secondarily) female divinities as well. The fact that
Durgā materialised in so many strikinglydifferent forms appears to have facilitated
the absorption of a wide range of goddesses
into Hindu sacred literature and the pantheon. Similarly, Radha appears to have
been legitimised in the Bh_gavatapur_ƒa
of the 9th century.
When discussing Durgā’s mention in
literature, let us proceed along the incorrigible tradition of going back to the Vedas
Monthly Bulletin

Fig. 6: Mahishasuramardini riding a tiger, 18th
Century Pahari painting
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legend was probably ﬂoating around in
northern India by the 4th and 5th centuries
BCE. The epics, that assumed their ﬁnal
form in the 2nd or 3rd century of the Current Era, also mention her name — though
not as a central or even secondary part of
their themes. The Bh#%maparvan describes
how Arjuna worshipped Durgā while there
are references to the slaying of Mahi%āsura,
but it is by Skanda-Kārtikeya. These pithy
side references and some wisps in the
early pur_ƒas do not, however, elaborate
on the gripping story of the ten-armed warrior goddess that the M_rkaƒ]eyapur_ƒa
School narrated in dramatic detail in its
Devīmāhātmya section. Though occasional
references kept surfacing for hundreds
of years, it was this 6th/7th pur_ƒa that
really comprehensively expanded on the
concept. This is really the ﬁrst occasion
when the text ﬁnally caught up with the
context or narrative that had been appearing in images. Within a century or two, we
come across the magniﬁcent sculptures of
Mahi%āsuramardinī in Aihole, Elloraand
Mamallapuram.
But neither text nor context in India
emphasised on Durgā being accompanied
by her four family members that Bengal insists upon. A 12th century image from Dakshin Muhammadpur in erstwhile Comilla
shows Gaƒeśa and Kārtikeya next to Durgā,
but the ‘daughters’ are not there. In fact,
the sons are mentioned in the pur_ƒas, but
not these daughters. Lak%m# is a form of
the Devī but also the wife of Vi%ƒu, just as
Durgā is married to Śiva. Sarasvatī is always associated with Brahmā. According to
the Padmapur_ƒa, it is Aśokasundarī who
is the daughter of Śiva and Pārvatī. We do
not ﬁnd any ancient image of Durgā with
all her four ‘children’ even after ploughing
through the icons mentioned in the works
of RD Bandyopadhyay, NK Bhattasali,
JN Banerjea, S K Saraswati and Enamul
Haque. It emerges, therefore, that Saparibare Durgā (Devī with her family) is a very
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Bengali invention and seems to have risen
from folk tradition, articulated in a Caƒ]
īmaƒgal kāvya in medieval Bengal, in the
16th century or so.
We may recall that this very indigenous
genre of Maƒgalkāvyas valorised autochthonous deities who invariably defeated
imported Puranic gods and goddesses like
Durgā and Śiva. But, when Śiva left his
regal splendour of Kail_śa and joined the
impoverished peasantry of Bengal as one
of them in the Śiv_yan ballads, he became
instantly popular. Durgā also went through
this plebeianisation and the great Devī
was transformed into essentially a commoner’s daughter who dutifully visited her
parents once every year. It was then that
the masses of Bengal showered her with
tender V_tsalya. On the other hand, Bengalis viewed Kali as their ﬁercely protective
mother who endowed her children with
strength. This is why Durgā appears in her
vijayarūpa in deference to puranic tradition, but is also dressed rather gorgeously,
as she is headed for her parents’ abode, with
children in tow. The Navaratri tradition of
fasting and its restrained vegetarian diet
is vigorously rejected in Bengal where the
best of meat and ﬁsh dishes are consumed
in honour of the visiting daughter. It is
interesting that Bengal ‘domesticated’ the
fierce warrior goddess with sheer love.
Brahmanical patriarchy may, however,
have found its perfect solution as it could
remind the belligerent female that her
maternal obligations were more important.
Yet, since the children are obviously later
insertions, without adequate scriptural or
iconographic sanction, they could not be
harmonised with the central plot and look
rather disinterested.
A problem appeared in depicting the lion
as Bengalis had hardly ever seen this animal of western India. As a result, the early
images installed by zamindars depicted a
very peculiar ‘lion’ who looks more like a
horse or a donkey, and this visualisation is
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Fig. 7: Traditional ekchala daker saj Durga image, Baghbazar Sarbojanin Puja, 2007

often still continued by their descendants.
It was only after a zoo was established in
Kolkata and real lions arrived in the 1880s,
that the local clay sculptors learnt to craft
a lion that looked like one.
The warrior goddess, Durgā of panIndian Brahmanical tradition was thus
adopted with local interpretations by a new
class of wealthy Hindu zamindars, almost
a millennium after Devīmāhātmya. This
group popularised the worship of Śakti in
Bengal in the late Mughal period and dur-
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ing the reign of the Nawabs. To it, Durgā’s
power and grandeur were extensions of
its own pomp and glory to overwhelm the
peasants. The mass were quite dazzled by
this remarkable and unprecedented display of a Hindu festival in Muslim-ruled
Bengal. The composite image of this region
appears, therefore, to represent a compromise between elements drawn from the
traditional Hindu ethos of north India and
the overwhelming cultural demands of the
Bengali folk.
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Highlights of National Education Policy 2020
Suranjan Das

Vice-Chancellor, Jadavpur University
I. School Education
1. The present 10+2 structure will be replaced
by “a new pedagogical and curricular restructuring of 5+3+3+4 covering agers 3-18”a
Foundational Stage in two parts consisting
of 3 years of Anganwadi/pre-school + 2 years
in primary school in Grades 1-2 covering children of 3-8 years; Preparatory Stage of three
years covering ages
8-11; a Middle Stage of
three years for ages 1114; a Secondary Stage
of four years for ages
14-18 in two phases,
grades 9 and 10 in the
first and 11 and 12 in
the second. The aim will
be to “reduce curriculum content to enhance
essential learning and
critical thinking”. The
Right to Education Act
will now be extended
to children of 18 years
of age.
2. A National Curricular
and Pedagogical Framework for Early Childhood Care and Education (NCPFECCE) for
children till the age of 8 will be formulated by
the NCERT in two parts: a sub-framework for
0-3-year age-group and another for 3-8-yearold.
3. The Anganwadi Centres will be strengthened
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with better infrastructure and training of
Anganwadi workers and teachers.
4. A National Mission on Foundational Literacy
and Numeracy will be established by the
Ministry of Education, Government of India,
for reaching the goal of universal foundational literacy and numeracy in all primary
schools within 2025.
5. The medium of instruction until at least
Grade 5, but preferably
till Grade 8 and beyond
will be the home language/mother tongue/
local language/regional
language. Subsequently, home/local language
may be taught wherever
possible.
6. Contemporary subjects like Artificial Intelligence, Design Thinking,
Holistic Health, Organic
Living, Environmental
Education, Global Citizenship Education will
be taught at relevant
stages.
7. All curriculum and pedagogy from the foundational stage will be rooted in “Indian and
local context and ethos in terms of culture,
tradition, heritage, customs, language, philosophy, geography, ancient and contemporary knowledge, societal and scientific needs,
indigenous and traditional ways of learning”.
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8. A National Curriculum Framework for School
Children (NCFSE) will be developed by the
NCERT.
9. National Textbooks with Local Content and
Flavour will be developed by the NCERT in
conjunction with the SCERTs.
10. The Board Examinations will for Grades
10 and 12 will remain but they will be redesigned to promote holistic knowledge,
enabling students “to choose many of the
subjects in which they take Board exams,
depending on their individualized interests”
11. A National Assessment Centre (PARAKH) will
be established under the Ministry of Education as a standard setting body. An effective
accreditation system will be introduced for
all stages of school education. Public and
private schools (except schools that are
manged/aided/controlled by the Central
government) will be assessed and accredited
on the same criteria.
12. Teachers will be encouraged to support
gifted students/ students with special talents.
13. The National Testing Agency (NTA) will conduct examinations for entry into undergraduate courses. The universities and colleges
will have the liberty to use NTA assessments.
14. To ensure recruitment of good quality teachers the Teacher Eligibility Tests (TETs) will be
strengthened. Teachers in private schools
will also be required to pass the TETs.
15. A National Professional Standards (NPST) will
be developed in consultation with NCERT
and SCERTs.
16. By 2020 the minimum degree qualification for school teaching will be a 4-year
integrated B.Ed. degree. By 2021 a National
Curriculum Framework for Teacher Education
will be formulated.
17. Teacher vacancies will be filled up in a
time-bound manner. Service environment
in schools will be improved. Continuous
Professional Development for school teachers and principals will be provided. A Career
Management and Progression (CMP) will be
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introduced so that teachers doing “outstanding work” can be given benefits of promotion
and salary rise.
18. There will be provision for Special Educators
to address the needs of children with disabilities.
19. A Digital Infrastructure for Knowledge Sharing (DIKSHA) will be developed as a national
repository of resources on foundational
literacy and numeracy.
20. To provide broader access to school education for the Socially Economic Disadvantaged Social Groups (SEDGs) will be provided
with greater opportunities. Regions with
large concentration of educationally-disadvantaged groups will be declared as Special
Education Zones (SEZs) for concerted efforts
to bring such social groups within the ambit
of school education.
21. The Government of India will set up a `Gender Inclusion Fund’ to “provide equitable
quality education for girls as well as transgender students”.
22. To “facilitate learning for all students, with
special emphasis on Socio-Economically
Disadvantaged Groups (SEDGs) the scope
of school education will be broadened to facilitate multiple pathways to learning involving both formal and non-formal education
modes. Open and Distance Learning (ODL)
Programmes offered by the National Institute
of Open Learning (NIOS) and State Open
Schools will be expanded and strengthened”.
23. School complexes will be set up for “effective
school governance, resource sharing and
community building”
II: Higher Education
1. A Higher Education Commission of India
(HECI) will be constituted as a single overarching body for the entire higher education of the country, except medical and
legal studies. It will have four verticals:
National Higher Education Regulatory
Council for regulation; General Education
Council for standard setting; Higher Educa-
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2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

tion Grants Council for funding and National
Accreditation Council for accreditation
To curb commercialization of higher education both public and private Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) will be treated on par
within this regulatory regime.
By 2040 all HEIs will be transformed into
large multidisciplinary universities, colleges
and HEI clusters/Knowledge Hubs, each of
which will have 3,000 or more students.The
curricular structures will be flexible to enable
“creative combinations of disciplines”. Departments in languages, liberal arts, music,
sports, translation and interpretation will be
established and strengthened.
There will be either 3 or 4 years of degree
programmes, with multiple exit points with
`appropriate certifications’: a certificate after
completing one year or a diploma after two
years and a Bachelor’s degree after three
years. The 4-year multidisciplinary degree
programme will be preferred which may also
lead to a degree `with research’ if the student
“completes a rigorous research project’ in a
major area of his/her study.
HEIs can offer Masters programmes of
“different designs”: for with a 3-yearundergraduate degree a 2-year programme with
the second year entirely for research; a oneyear programme for those having a 4-year
undergraduate programme; an integrated
5-year BA and MA programme. To undertake a Ph.D. programme either a Master’s
degree or a 4-yeat Bachelor’s degree will
be required. The M.Phil. programme will be
discontinued.
There will be three types of universities:
Research-Intensive universities; TeachingIntensive universities; autonomous degreegranting colleges. A stage-wise mechanism
for granting graded autonomy will be
granted to colleges. Autonomous degreegranting colleges can become ResearchIntensive or Teaching-Intensive universities
with “appropriate accreditations”. Instead of
`deemed to be university’, `affiliating university’, `affiliating technical university’, `unitary
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university’ there will be only `university’ “on
fulfilling the criteria as per norms”.
7. The system of affiliated colleges will be
phased out over a period of 15 years through
“a system of graded autonomy”. Such selfgoverning institutions will be administered
by a Board of Governors (BoG) consisting of
highly qualified, competent and dedicated
personalities
8. Model public universities for holistic and
multidisciplinary education called MERUs
(Multidisciplinary Education and Research
Universities) will be set up at par with the
highest global standards.
9. HEIs will focus on research and innovation by
setting up start-up innovation. The Choice
Based Credit System (CBCS) will be reformed
to provide innovation and flexibility.
10. ODL and online education will be developed
to “provide a natural path to increase access
to quality higher education”.
11. “High quality support centres” will be created to help the students from the SEDGs
to ensure equity and inclusion in higher
education.
12. To internationalise India’s higher education
100 top universities of the world will be
“facilitated to operate in India”. High performing HEIs will be encouraged to set up
campuses abroad.
13. Steps will be taken to have “Motivated, Energized and Capable Faculty”. The faculty will
be given the “freedom to design their own
curricular and pedagogical approaches with
the approved framework”. A tenure-track
system – to be suitably developed by the
HEIs -- will be introduced for recruitment and
promotion of faculty.
14. Teacher Education Institutions (TEIs) will become by 2020 multidisciplinary institutions
offering 4-year integrated B.Ed. programme.
15. A National Mission for Mentoring shall
be established to provide mentoring and
professional support to university/college
teachers.
16. Vocational education will be integrated into
all school and higher education in a phased
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manner. A National Committee for the Integration of Vocational Education (NCIVE) will
be formed under the aegis of the Department of Education, Government of India.
17. A National Research Foundation (NRF) – governed independently of the government by
a rotating Board of Governors – will be established to promote “competitively funded
research in all disciplines”
III: Other Key Areas Of Focus
1. All stand-alone agricultural, legal, health and
technical institutions will by 2030 become
multidisciplinary institutions offering holistic
education
2. The quality of agriculture and allied disciplines will be improved to contribute to
agricultural productivity and “market-based
extension linked to technologies and practices”.
3. Legal education will be made globally competitive.
4. Health education will be “re-envisioned so
that the duration, structure, and design of
the educational programmes need to match
the requirements that graduates will play”.
All; students of allopathy will be required to
“have a basic understanding of Ayurveda,
Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and
Homeopathy (AYUSH), and vice-versa. Stress
will be laid on preventive healthcare and
community medicine.
5. Innovative government initiatives will be
undertaken for adult education to “facilitate
community involvement and the smooth
and benefitial integration of technology”.
The aim is to attain 100% literacy.
6. Measures will be undertaken for “improving and the availability and accessibility of
books”. Particular sttention will be given to
the needs of the differently-abled. Technol-
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ogy-based “options for adult learning such as
aps, online courses/modules, satellite-based
TV channels, online books, ICT-equipped
libraries and Adult Education Centres” will
be developed.
7. Promotion of Indian Languages, Arts and
Culture will be undertaken. HEIs will use the
mother tongue/local language as a medium
of instruction, and/or offer programmes bilingually. For each of the languages included
in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution
Academies will be established. All languages
in India and their connected arts and culture
will be “documented through a web-based
platform/portal/wiki. Scholarships for all
ages will be provided for studying Indian
languages, arts and culture.
8. An Indian Institute of Translation and Interpretation (IITI) will be established to develop
translation and interpretation studies.
9. The National Education Technology Forum
(NETF) will be formed for “the use of technology to enhance learning, assessment,
planning, administration” for both school
and higher education.
10. Online and Digital Education will be promoted by “Ensuring Equitable Use of Technology”.
IV: Making It Happen
1. The Central Advisory Board of Education
(CABE) will be strengthened “for developing,
articulating, evaluating, and revising the
vision of education in the country” through
collaborative efforts of central and state
governments.
2. The central and state governments will work
together to increase the public investment
in education to 6% of the GDP.
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Understanding National Education Policy 2020
in the Context of Present Indian Linguistic Profile
Mahidas Bhattacharya
Former Director and Professor of Linguistics, School of Languages and Linguistics,
Jadavpur University
While the copy of National Education
Policy 2020, circulated by the MHRD – a
briefed version of the 477 paged draft of NEP
2019 – awaits immediate implementation, it is
necessary to note that to consider this policy
as the best possible guideline for manifestation of human intellect and manpower for
social, cultural, national and international
excellence in the epistemic landscape is to
consider the equal role of government administrators and citizens of the country in
initiating discourse, debate and protest. This is
inevitably expected of such a vast country of
multiple diversities. The unfortunate circulation of such an important document during
the lockdown period has barred people from
interacting properly or observing sincerely
the issues taken up by the policy.
The policy is expected to adhere to an
uncompromising legitimacy because of the
technological paradigm shift of the last two
decades which has quite undeniably engaged
our conceptual labour. Substantial changes
and technological advancements in the
socio-cultural practices and communicative
system have been witnessed within a short
span of time. The difference between the
present and the past policies are therefore
to be viewed in that light. But one of the
major shortcomings of this briefed text is
its complexity of literary expressions and
overlapping of logical discourse which is
unexpected in general for such a legal document for the people.
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For example across 66 pages, the word
‘language’ appears more than 200 times
to define language’s place in teaching and
learning at different levels of education and
to establish a national ambition in the global
framework within the next twenty years. Several areas related to mother tongue education, multilingualism, medium of instruction
in different levels of education, language as
a subject in higher education, treatment of
classical languages, language and culture,
language loss, language and technology, etc.
have been addressed in briefed manner in different sections. While certain points are very
clear, several sections remain muddled and
indistinct, due to the use of technical terms
like home language (10), mother tongue
(11), local language (12), Indian languages
(34) major Indian language (1), tribal
language (1), scheduled language (1), regional language (8) , unscripted language,
rich languages (2) classical languages (8)
etc. All these terms have their varying connotations due to context sensitivity, real-life
experiences of the people and various documents and texts supplied by the Government.
The Census of India 2011, published by the
Government of India under the office of the
Registrar General had recorded languages
of the country through technical terms like
‘rationalized mother tongue’ ‘mother
tongue (MT)’ ‘language’ classified mother
tongue, unclassified mother tongue, etc.
It describes in detail the linguistic profile by
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documenting 1369 linguistically classified
‘rationalized mother tongues’ excluding 1474
unclassified mother tongues. Such classified
rationalized mother tongues were further
linguistically grouped under 270 mother
tongues and distributed under 121 by the
heading ‘Language’. For example, Bengali
has four MTs – Bengali, Chakma, Hajong and
Rajbamshi; Hindi has more than 56 MTs which
include Hindi, Awadhi, Bhojpuri, Garhwali,
Rajasthani, Magahi, etc. and Bhili has around
17 MTs. Further the 8th schedule of the Constitution enlists 22 of these 121 ‘languages’
as Scheduled Languages and hence, the rest
of the 99 are the non-scheduled languages.
These have also one or more MTs. Most of the
speech communities of the country expect to
be identified themselves with their mother
tongue and not with the umbrella term used
for ‘language’ as elaborated above.
The phrase ‘mother tongue’ used in section 4.11-4.14 has been gradually replaced
by the ‘Indian Languages’ or ‘all Indian Languages’ or ‘all Indian languages’, etc in the
later sections. Finally when section 22.10
declares that “More HEIs (Higher Educational
Institution), and more programmes in higher
education, will use the mother tongue/local
language as a medium of instruction…” it
establishes that the desire of this document
is not MT. This is quite reasonable too as the
country cannot afford the curriculum for such
levels of any institutes in 270 mother tongues
in their present linguistic form, lacking of
standardization etc? This might indirectly
create a space for the local languages, better
to say scheduled languages or the languages
of the three-language formula.
Similarly the statement that ‘the medium
of instruction until at least Grade 5, but preferably till Grade 8 and beyond, will be the home
language/mother tongue/local language/
regional language’, also provides a flexible
space for other languages instead of MT. In
an elaboration it was mentioned that “home
language is usually the same language as the
mother tongue or that which is spoken by
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local communities’’. In such a situation the
‘local communities’ generally invite a linguistic change in that space which is a practice
in the country now. For a Wagdi MT speaker
in Rajasthan, Bhili, Rajasthani or Hindi may
have a chance to be a ‘local language’ due to
population dominancy and the administrative super stratum. Ultimately either Hindi
or Rajasthani will receive preference. Similar
phenomenon is noted in case of other MT
communities also. A young Toto uses his
mother tongue at an early age, gradually
has to learn Bengali – the ‘language of the
state or scheduled language’ which can also
be treated as regional language. Nepali is
also be treated as a ‘local language’ to thrive
alongside Bhutan. For other aspirations the
young child has to learn Hindi and English.
A Kurmali speaker in the Western frontier of
Bengal similarly shifts the use of Kurmali MT to
neighbouring Jharkhandi Hindi after adopting Bengali as the state language as well as
English. Therefore the MT is shifted either by
Hindi or by the Language of the state / scheduled languages which refers to a number of
MTs in the country is at stake. The policy asks
“both the Central and State governments to
invest in large numbers of language teachers in all regional languages around the
country, and, in particular, for all languages
mentioned in the Eighth Schedule of the
Constitution of India. ”, it confirms the grave
situation of mother tongue as a whole.
Another issue relates itself to the present status of three language policy of the
country. It is noted that people belonging to
some MT groups in particular states enjoy the
ultimate benefit of two languages in practice
like Hindi and English, Tamil and English, or
Malayalam and English etc. On the other
hand a number of MT groups in our country
have to learn three to five languages, as we
mentioned above. This is due to the classification of languages as scheduled and nonscheduled, state and central official language,
distribution of different MTs in groups. The
policy has already mentioned an objective for
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‘promoting multilingualism’ in introduction.
Truly India is by nature a historically multilingual country housing millions of multilingual
identities. The country depends on proper
treatment of multilingualism, which is expected to be addressed clearly in dealing with
MTs in Education. Not only multilingualism,
the issues of language death and endangerment are related to such pressure of linguistic
dominance in different levels. The root cause
of such situation may be available here, where
lies the greatness of multilingual aspiration.
The medium of instruction and language
as a subject are other important issue of the
country. Which MT will be introduced up to
which level as medium of instruction and
when as a subject what will be the medium
of instruction in higher level etc are most
important part of it. According to that the
foundation of knowledge has to be built up.
The country also has different pictures in this
respect. In Nagaland the linguistic profile
includes 20 MTs / Languages like Ao, Konyak,
Lotha, Angami, Phom, Sema etc. Seventeen
minority languages are used as the medium
of instruction in the present grade pattern
from 1-5. In 6-8 the medium instruction is
shifted to the English, no mother tongue is
used as medium of instruction further, but
is instead taught as subject. For maintaining
the three language policy, Hindi is taught as
third language with Ao, Lotha and Simi in IX
and X. (50 Report of the CLM, 2014). Besides,
they learn Nagamese as a lingua franca. Officially they follow the MT and English two
languages, adding third maintaining the
status of three languages. This can be a model
for other MT groups also, of course for that
proper infrastructure is inevitable.
th
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The document suggests that it is necessary to make a student “to think and speak
about the two subjects both in their home
language/mother tongue and in English”
(4.14). The similar matter is repeated in 4.14,
6.15, 20.4, etc where the need of English is
mentioned. As the document mentions that
childhood is the best time for multiple language learning, English like Nagaland can be
introduced in the early stage as a second language. Of course it will be the Indian English,
which is now accessible to common people. It
is also accepted as a mother tongue in the list
of non-schedule languages of India. Without
this it will be difficult to make the country’s
global aspiration as desired in the Policy.
The India has rich tradition of classical
language, which is now the part of important
global heritage. The country undergoes a continuous process of cultivation, regarding and
redefining her heritage in different levels of
Higher Education. But in the present context
of classicalism a doubt remains as to how
much the desire of this document will affect
the linguistic communities of non-classical
modern Indian languages because without

having the ‘classical’ identity ancestors
of several speech communities or MT
groups contributed to make India as
united one with her Great tradition of
integration in Diversity.
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Centenary Tribute to Four Luminaries Associated
with The Asiatic Society
Professor Amales Tripathi

Professor Amales Tripathi (b. 18 February
1921, d. 18 June 1998) was unquestionably
one of the most eminent historians of modern India in the twentieth century. However,
re-exploring him on the eve of his birth centenary is not an easy task, as it has to touch
on the multiple levels of his reputation as
a teacher, scholar, historian, popular writer
and an avant-garde intellectual in general.
Some of these re-explorations cannot rule
out personal association of this commentator
or some others at certain levels of Professor
Tripathi’s noted activities.
We begin with the moot question: How
can we re-evaluate Professor Tripathi’s contribution in the centenary year of his birth? Admittedly, this evaluation covers the multiple
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lanes of his life’s journey, and plausibly there
were moments of significant departure. There
is no scope to catch up these moments here
in the way as an intellectual biography can do.
However, a bird’s eye view of some of these
moments, even when approached from the
limited sphere of strictly personal association,
may be perfectly in order.
One such moment was this commentator’s first encounter with Professor Tripathi as
a post-graduate student of History in the first
year at the University of Calcutta in 1970. Dr.
Tripathi had just joined as Asutosh Professor
of Medieval and Modern Indian History at the
University a year ago, and he was around 50
then. His academic achievement was well
known to us: he stood first in Matriculate
Examination, and happened to be a brilliant
student of Science at the Intermediate and of
Economics at the Graduate level at the Presidency College, Calcutta before switching over
to History in the Master’s at the University of
Calcutta. We were soon going to be introduced with his early research at Columbia
University and the full-fledged work done at
the School of Oriental African Studies (SOAS),
London University. A few of us were fortunate
to have him as a teacher of economic history
of modern India as a special paper, a class he
used to take in his chamber. We discovered
him as a wonderful teacher combining the
skills of an economist, sociologist and historian at the same time. It frequently happened
that larger questions of industrial development at the global, colonial and post-colonial
Indian scales were handled so adeptly by him.
The class often ended with reference to such
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figures as Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis,
the maker of the Second Five Year Plan of
independent India, when Professor Tripathi
bade adieu to us for the day with a Regent
cigarette in his hand. We were amazed, and
my studious class-mate who got him as her
teacher since Presidency College days told me
that she could never be indifferent even for a
moment in Professor Tripathi’s class.
Ours may not be a unique experience of
attending Professor Tripathi’s class. I heard
it from my seniors, especially one of my college teachers who had attended his class as
a student in the Presidency College in the
early 1960s, how he taught European Renaissance, especially the history of arts and
painting of the time. His incisive teaching of
the French Revolution, with special reference
to the recent works of Georges Lefebvre and
C.E. Labrousse , also impressed many years
later. Students of my, and of earlier and later
generations, at the University of Calcutta were
also fortunate to be taught by him on the
history of Indian nationalism, especially the
social and cultural base of its extremist phase,
and the Gandhian politics in variant forms.
It now appears that Professor Tripathi’s
teaching could be so innovative and interesting because of the solid and spectacular
base of his scholarship. Professor Tapan
Raychaudhuri, five years junior to Professor
Tripathi, once told us that students of his
generation considered Amales-da as a person
of rare intellect, with easy but deep access to
several languages: Sanskrit, Bengali, English
and French. It is also notable that Tripathi
formally came to history much later, during
his M.A days, and subsequent years, and his
reading of it was fairly distinct and different.
I assume that he was more prone to take a
larger and longue duree view of history than
others because of this unusual connection.
His association with Professor N.K. Sinha, the
noted economic historian of Bengal, was long
and great, and even Jadunath Sarkar, Sinha’s
teacher, applauded Tripathi’s first work based
on the economic history of the East India
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Company as one of very high standard.
It is time to look at a deeper level to Professor Tripathi’s scholarship, especially its variant
nature over the years. Several moments of
departure also could be identified here. Two
of those early moments have been noted by
Professor Tripathi himself. Tripathi’s special
reading of history in the 1940s led him to
develop an unusual interest in historiography,
so much so that his early research at Columbia
University in 1951 was centred around American historiography, which was later published
in a book entitled Evolution of Historiography
in America, 1870-1910 (Calcutta,1956). He was
concerned here about the frontier schools in
American historiography, and focused much
of his attention about the historiography of
Civil War, particularly on the question if it was
avoidable or irrepressible. He later stated:
“One of my teachers, Alan Nevis, raved about
Lincoln; another, David Donald held the brief
for the South, while the best, Hofstadter kept
an ironic distance from both.” He was thus
variously trained in historiographical studies.
His interest in historiography continued, as it
was reflected in his Bengali publication Itihas
o Aitihasik decades later.
Amales Tripathi is most noted for his classic work on economic history which was titled
Trade and Finance in the Bengal Presidency,
1793-1833 (Hyderabad, 1956, revised edition,
Delhi 1978). Based on his Ph.D. thesis at SOAS
under the supervision of Professor C.H. Philips
(1912-2005), the book was a brilliant account
of the trading and financing policies at work
at various levels: the East India Company, the
Agency Houses, the private traders and the
contending foreign companies. Tripathi broke
the meta-narrative of the conflict between
monopoly and free trade both before and
after the Charter Act of 1813, and showed the
elements of compromise and contest in each
interest group. Though focused on the Bengal
Presidency, the economic implications of the
study for the whole of the Company’s India of
the time cannot be denied. It is also notable
that he changed his earlier observation on the
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method of calculation of the drain of wealth
from the Company’s India of the time in the
second edition of the book.
The 1960s were probably another moment of departure in Tripathi’s scholarship,
now more oriented towards political, literary and cultural studies. The earlier study
of economic history could not be followed
because of the non-availability of the primary
materials of the business houses, as admitted
by Tripathi. More importantly, his attention is
now devoted to the political formulation of
nationalism in India in general and Bengal in
particular, with its subtle social, literary and
cultural backgrounds. One reflection of this
orientation was found in the publication of
The Extremist Challenge: India between 1890
and 1910 (Calcutta, 1967). The book provides
an excellent study of the social and cultural
origins of the extremist politics in India, a
more nuanced account of the Partition of
Bengal both in its origin and operation, and
the aftermath of the entire period for the
history of India in later years. The other reflection of Tripathi’s departure during this period
was found in his seminal essay on “Bengali
Literature in the Nineteenth Century” in N.K.
Sinha (ed.), The History of Bengal (1757-1905)
(Calcutta, 1967). The essay shows Tripathi’s
majestic command over the literary sources
of the period, and his historical acumen of
analysis. He opened up a new vista for renaissance studies in Bengal, with special emphasis
on certain crucial aspects in the literary works
of Bankimchandra and a few other contemporary figures. His renaissance study took a
complete form in his Bengali publication Italir
Renaissance, Banglir Sanskriti in the late 1970s.
In the1970s and 1980s, Professor Tripathi
was gradually emerging as a popular writer
on crucial historical issues both in English
and in Bengali. Over the years, particularly
in the 1990s till his death in June 1998, he
wrote more in Bengali than in English. He
became interested in Vidyasagar because of
his larger interest of the complex interaction
of tradition and modernity in the nineteenth
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century Bengal, and his English work entitled Vidyasagar: The Traditional Modernizer
(Calcutta, 1974) came in the context of and
debate propounded by his and other writings
on the subject, including Asok Sen’s Iswarchandra Vidyasagar and his Elusive Milestones
(Calcutta,1977). Later Professor Tripathi wrote
such books in Bengali as Swadhinatar Mukh
(Calcutta, 1998), and Oitihasiker Dristite Sri
Ramakrishna O Swami Vivekananda (Calcutta,
1999), both of which were collection of his
popular writings on the subject.
Professor Tripathi retired from Calcutta
University in 1986, after which he served as
Research professor in History at the Asiatic
Society, Calcutta till 1988. In the remaining
years of his life he was mostly engaged in
the research, study and writing of a critical
work on the history of Indian National Congress (INC). The INC had just completed its
100 years in 1985, and the time was ripe for
the writing of a classic historical account of
it. The most interesting thing is that Tripathi
preferred to write this as an original text in
Bengali. It was serialized in the Bengali journal
Desh (then weekly) in the late 1980s, and later
published as Swadhinata Sangrame Bharater
Jatiya Congress, 1885-1947 (Calcutta, 1990).
Based on a considerable number of archival
primary sources, extensive secondary works,
huge literary sources in Bengali and other
languages, and the author’s insight born
out of his long engagement in the studies
of Indian nationalism, the book stands as a
masterpiece in Bengali historical writing. No
wonder, it was awarded with the prestigious
Rabindra Puraskar by the Government of West
Bengal for the year of its publication. When
some of us were trying to make an English
translation of the text personally abridged by
Professor Tripathi with an active engagement
of a Professor of English at the University of
Calcutta from the middle of the 1990s, our
teacher and colleague Professor Arun Das
Gupta used to tell us about the impossibility
of the project. For him, the original text was so
rich in literary expression and full of nuances
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as to make its translation not creatively viable. Das Gupta later wrote a full article on
the Bengali work (“Amales Tripathi: Historian
for India’s Struggle for Independence”, The
Calcutta Historical Journal, hereafter CHJ, Vol.
XX, 1998), highlighting the significance of the
original version in more than one way. Years
later, the English translation was published as
Indian National Congress and the Struggle for
Freedom, 1885-1947 (Delhi, 2014).
We return to the moot question at the end:
How can we now re-explore Amales Tripathi
in his centenary? I consider it an important
moment of re-exploration of his contribution as an Indian historian and avant-garde
intellectual of prime importance. His historical enquiries were far-flung, well researched,
inter-connected and always up-dated. As a
core intellectual, his questions and perspectives were always expanding to variously
catch up the substance. His contributions
were always original, and expressed both in
English and Bengali. He was even credited to
have penned a substantial original study on
the history of freedom movement in Bengali.
Very few people know Professor Tripathi’s
engagement with the creative intellectual
group of poet Bishnu Dey’s circle in the 1950s
or his association with the novelist Sunil Gangopadhyay’s social historical writings in later
years. His Bengali expression often borrowed
poetic imageries from a variety of sources,
including the ones from the modern poets
such as Joy Goswami. Three months before
his death, Tripathi wrote a note (“Musings of
an old timer”, CHJ, Vol. XX, 1998) where he
compared himself with the departing old
poet Barajlal in contrast to the young ones
such as Kasinath in the royal court from one
of Tagore’s celebrated poems called GaanBhanga included in his poetical work titled
Kahini, himself declaring that he was ready
to take his last bow, “before I am politely
told to go”. Our understanding of him today,
however, is quite different. The fact is that as
an historian and avant-garde academician of
twentieth century India, Amales Tripathi still
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outshines many of his counterparts earlier
and later in the series of crucial questions
raised and the range of coverage done in
historical studies, a re-exploration that makes
him intellectually more relevant on the centenary year of his birth.
Arun Bandopadhyay
Historical and Archaeological Secretary
The Asiatic Society

Professor Dilip Kumar Biswas

As the 250th birth anniversary of Raja
Rammohun Roy approaches, it would only
be proper if we pay our respect to the one
scholar who dominated Rammohun studies
in the latter half of the twentieth century-Professor Dilip Kumar Biswas. He was born
on 7 July 1920 in his maternal uncle’s house
at Cuttack in Orissa. His father Jitendra Kumar
Biswas was employed in the Judicial Department of the Government of Bengal. The family
hailed originally from Shantipur in the Nadia
district of West Bengal. The Brahmo social reform movement had introduced a liberating
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trend in nineteenth century Bengal. It derived
its ideas from the teachings of Rammohun
Roy. Dilip Kumar’s grandfather Dwijadas
Biswas was converted to Brahmoism by
Bejoy Krishna Goswami, an eminent Brahmo
preacher of the time. But he was forced by
social persecution to move to Calcutta. Dilip
Kumar’s maternal grandfather Biswanath Kar
was, on the other hand, a well-known journalist in the Oriya language in Cuttack.
Jitendra Kumar’s service took him to
many parts of undivided Bengal. So Dilip
Kumar had to change school many times. His
studies began under the supervision of his
mother Narmada Devi at home. In 1936 he
passed the Matriculation examination from
the Pirozpur school in the Bakherganj district
of East Bengal (now Bangladesh). He was
then admitted to the Presidency College in
Calcutta, from where he passed his Intermediate and B.A. Examinations. He secured the
silver medal of the University of Calcutta in
1942 for coming second in the University M.A.
examinations for the year in the Department
of Ancient Indian History and Civilization.
Among his teachers in College and University
were the renowned Marxist scholar Professor
Sushobhan Sarkar and the art historian Professor Nihar Ranjan Ray. He maintained close
relations with them all through his life.
The Calcutta University Philological Society which was run by a few specialists in the
subject had in 1938 taken over the management of the Indian Linguistic Society, that
had been established a decade earlier at
Lahore and merged itself in it. Dr. Sukumar
Sen and Dr. Prabodh Chandra Bagchi,–two
of his teachers from the University of whom
Professor Biswas always spoke very highly,
were elected Secretary and Treasurer of
the Society respectively. The Society also
published a journal of its own. It acquired
all-India fame. But, in 1945 Dr. Bagchi left Calcutta to take charge of Chinese studies at the
Cheena Bhavan in Santiniketan. The Society
had been principally dependent on him for
the raising of funds and his departure was a
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big loss. The Society struggled to maintain
its existence after this. Calcutta lost its pride
of place as a centre of linguistic studies in
India. In 1958 the affairs of the Society were
transferred to the Pune Linguistic Society at
the Deccan College. But meantime the seeds
of interest in philological studies had been
sown in Professor Biswas’s mind. That he
retained this interest till late in life is evident
from his translation of an essay by the noted
linguist Batakrishna Ghosh from the original
French into English. Its title in English rendering reads ‘Nominal and Verbal Formation in
p in Sanskrit’. Besides English and Bengali,
Professor Biswas was well-versed in French
and Sanskrit. He translated J. Przyluski’s The
Legend of Emperor Asoka in Indian and Chinese
from the original French to English during his
teaching career. In a centennial tribute to Dr.
Bagchi, Dilip-babu regretted the neglect of
comparative philology in courses of ancient
Indian history and civilization.
Dilip-babu became a prominent student
leader in the 1940s. For some time he was
Secretary of the student wing of the Provincial
Congress in Bengal, though in a later autobiographical essay on the events of that period
he denied being motivated by any political
affiliation. The Quit India movement was then
in full swing. Contact with some members
of the Congress Socialist Party, then living
in Calcutta, brought Dilip-babu and has colleagues into the movement but Dilip-babu is
careful to say that they were basically stirred
by nationalist feelings. The government had
then strictly imposed censorship in war time
conditions. Dilip-babu and his friends tried
to defeat the government objective by gathering news of the spread of the movement.
They collected the proscribed news through
an employee of the Anandabazar Patrika and
brought it to a secret meeting place in Mission Row in the present day BBD Bagh area
(then Dalhousie Square). Dilip-babu bore the
responsibility of sifting the news, arranging
it and finally preparing a news-sheet which
was called Free India Bulletin. It was sold
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clandestinely at two annas a copy among
those who came to the BBD Bagh area which
then, as now, contained many offices. Many
copies were also distributed free of cost.
Copies of the news-sheets were also pasted
in public places, like parks and walls of the
University and other educational establishments. A few type-writers and a cyclostyle
machine were all that the group had.
Advised by Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia, the
group also began a secret radio transmission.
It called itself Congress Radio and could be
regularly heard in secret from 10 to 10.15 PM
on short wave. The first ten minutes were devoted to transmission in English and the next
five to Hindi. The programme concluded with
the slogan “Indian National Congress Zindabad! Azad Hind Zindabad! Bande Mataram.”
Often the progress of the Quit India movement about which people had no other way
of knowing was reported. The transmission
was powerful enough to reach Patna, Allahabad, Kanpur and Lucknow in north India
and Dacca and Chittagong in east Bengal.
Sometimes it reached upto Burma (present
day Myanmar). Dilip-babu and his friends
knew well in advance what the consequences
could be if they were apprehended. But their
efforts at avoiding detection succeeded and
the police had no information about those
who were connected with it. The programme
lasted for two-and-a half months from December 1942, when it had to be abandoned
due to financial inadequacy. Even after this,
Dilip-babu continued to play a leading role in
student politics. A memorable protest meeting was held by the students of Calcutta on
November 21, 1945, demanding the release
of the INA prisoners. It led to a clash with the
police and suspension of all normal activities
in the city for two days. Professor Pranab Kumar Chatterjee, a former student of Professor
Biswas and erst Director of the West Bengal
State Archives, has brought to light a letter
from the police files which show conclusively
that it was Professor Biswas who presided
over this historic meeting.
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Professor Biswas began his career with
a brief stint as the Assistant Librarian of the
Central Library at Visva-Bharati. It was followed by a short period of teaching at the
City College, Calcutta, which was run by the
Brahmo Samaj, before he joined the West
Bengal Education Service. His first posting
was at the Krishnagar Government College
(1948-52). The college was then served by
many young lecturers,– notable among
them being Dr Amales Tripathi of the History
Department, who was a year younger than
Professor Biswas in age and was a friend of
his since his boyhood days, and Dr. Bhabatosh
Datta of the Bengali Department. They were
to gain distinction later in their respective
fields. Already on the advice of his teacher
Dr Prabodh Chandra Bagchi, he had decided
to work on the topic ‘Solar Cult and Sun Worship’ for his Ph. D. degree and had registered
himself under the supervision of the then
Carmichael Professor of the Department of
Ancient Indian History and Culture, Jitendra
Nath Banerjee. He received invaluable help
and assistance from the renowned Sanskrit
scholar Professor Chintaharan Chakrabarti,
who was then teaching at the Krishnagar
Government College, in prosecuting his
studies. Professor Chakrabarti advised him to
look at the pre-Vedic and folk elements which
made up a large part of Hinduism. This was a
piece of wisdom that Professor Biswas never
forgot. In spite of the fact that he published a
number of articles in English and Bengali on
the topic of his research, he never completed
his doctoral dissertation.
From Krishnagar Dilip-babu was transferred to Darjeeling (1952-54) and then to
Cooch Behar Government College (1954-57).
It was while teaching at Darjeeling that Dilipbabu was married to Bharati Devi (nee Das)
on 31 January 1953. She was the niece of Dr.
Debaprasad Mitra, an eminent physician of
the time and an active social worker of the
Brahmo Samaj. Later she taught Sanskrit at
the Scottish Church College in Calcutta. She
proved a worthy consort. They had a son and a
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daughter. In 1957 Dilip-babu was transferred
to the Presidency College, Calcutta where he
taught till 1969, when he was transferred to
the Sanskrit College, from where he retired in
1982.
How was Dilip-babu as a teacher? Here I
can speak from memory. I was his student at
the Presidency College, Calcutta from 196365. His tall and calm stature impressed one
at first sight. He was soft-spoken and sympathetic and kind to his students. They repaid
the love and trust he reposed in them by
attending him most faithfully during his last
days. I had the good fortune of being close to
him. He gave me a letter of recommendation
when I visited the United States in 1993 and
reviewed my book of translations of the songs
of Rammohun Roy when it first appeared in
1972. Among my fond remembrances of my
college days is a visit to Khajuraho which
I joined as a student of the Department in
1965. Dilip-babu accompanied us on the
visit. One morning, while we were being
shown round the temple complex, a group
of American tourists approached us. They
requested Dilip-babu to stand in front of the
main temple and took a photo of him in that
posture. So perfectly did he conform to their
conception of what an Indian should look
like! A photograph of Dilip-babu standing
with those who made the visit hung in the
Seminar room of the Presidency College History Department for a long time. A copy of
the same picture was also published in the
centenary number of the Presidency College
magazine (1965-66).
Dilip-babu occupied a much larger space
in society than an academic usually does.
He served the Brahmo Samaj faithfully for
decades and was ordained its high present
(acharya). Between 1975 and 1990 he edited
the Tattvakaumudi, the monthly journal of
the Samaj, along with Pulinbehari Sen, another Brahmo scholar and an acknowledged
authority on the literary works of Rabindranath Tagore. Dilip-babu played an important
role in administering the colleges under the
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Brahmo Education Society and for the last six
years of his life was President of the Brahmo
Girls School. He was also associated with
the Bangiya Sahitya Parishat for a long time,
having served it in various capacities, till he
became President of the organization (199296). The Asiatic Society was passing through
a period of crisis when Dilip-babu became
its President (1997-98). No election had been
held for about a decade. But, Dilip- babu’s
being at the helm helped the Society to find
a new path for itself. In 1999 he was awarded
the Hem Chandra Roychoudhury Medal by
the Society for outstanding contribution in
the field of history.
Dilip-babu was unrivalled in his knowledge of Rammohun Roy and his times.
Indeed it would be no exaggeration to say
that he put Rammohun studies on a proper
scientific foundation. Historical documents
on Rammohun Roy had been collected
even earlier. But many points still remained
controversial. Dilip-babu tried to the best of
his abilities to solve these. His words carried
such authority that whenever plans were
made for writing the history of modern Bengal on a collaborative basis, he was asked to
contribute a chapter on the Brahmo Samaj to
it. Thus, we find him contributing a chapter
on ‘Maharshi Debendranath Tagore and the
Tattvabodhini Sabha’ to the volume Studies
in the Bengal Renaissance (Bipin Chandra Pal
Centenary Volume) edited by Atul Chandra
Gupta (1958). When the History of Bengal,
1757-1905 was brought out by the University
of Calcutta a decade later, it was Dilip-babu
again who had to write the chapter on the
Brahmo Samaj. The essays that Dilip-babu had
written at various times during his teaching
career were brought together, revised and enlarged, where necessary, and published in the
form of a book titled Rammohun Sameeksha
in 1983. It received immediate recognition
and was awarded the Rabindra Puroskar by
the Government of West Bengal the following year. Its contents cannot be analysed in
the limited space here. But, its scope can be
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well understood when we remember that it
covered, on the one hand, Rammohun’s discussion of the sastras (the Vedanta) and the
Tantras and his relationship with contemporary Western thinkers, on the other. A detailed
analysis of Rammohun’s views on society, religion and politics and his relationship with the
generation that followed him, the Derozians,
is also included. Earlier Professor Biswas had
in 1962 edited with Prabhat Chandra Ganguli
The Life and Letters of Raja Rammohun Roy by
Sophia Dobson Collet. The notes provided
by the editors far exceeded the contents presented in the main book. When the book was
re-published in 1988, Professor Biswas had to
carry out the task of editing all alone, which
meant incorporating additional information
that had come out through new researches
in the field, since his co-editor had passed
away by that time. On behalf of the Raja Rammohun Roy Memorial Committee that was
set up to mark the 150th year of his passing
away, Professor Biswas and eminent historian
Dr. Pratul Chandra Gupta brought out a book
of essays on him by various authors in 1989
under the title Rammohun Smaran. In the last
years of his life, Professor Biswas succeeded in
bringing out in two volumes The Correspondence of Raja Rammohun Roy (Vol I, 1992;
Vol II, 1997). It was the fulfillment of an aim
that he had set before himself while editing
the biography by Collet on Rammohun Roy.
Together the two volumes cover almost 1200
pages. Explaining the significance of these
letters, Professor Biswas wrote in the preface
to the first volume: “The epistolatory method
was for him (Rammohun) often a suitable
channel for outlining some reform scheme
or developing a specific point of thought. His
lively intellectual curiosity and human sympathies transcended geographical and ethnic
barriers making him ever ready to exchange
ideas with kindred spirits all over the world.”
Additionally he felt it necessary to write in
the blurb to Vol II, “it is often through letters,
communications and memoranda addressed
to the authorities in India and England that
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he strove to uphold the rights and protect the
interests of his countrymen.” Consequently,
Professor Biswas concluded: “His (Rammohun) vast correspondence reveals his mind
and personality perhaps to a much greater
degree than his books.”
In the midst of all his preoccupation with
research on Rammohun, Professor Biswas
found time to edit in 1993 a volume of the
historical writings of the nationalist historian
Rakhaldas Bandyopadhyay (1885-1930) in
collaboration with Dr. Ashok Bhattacharya
of the Sanskrit College, Calcutta. At the end
of his life Professor Biswas was left sad by the
fact that Rammohun studies had dried up in
the country and he was tilling a lonely furrow.
This is amphy reflected in the preface to the
reprinted edition of the second volume of his
Rammohun Sameeksha in 1994. We may hope
that the 250th birth centenary of Rammohun
Roy which the Central government plans to
hold on a grand scale next year will bring
about a change in the circumstances and lead
to a fresh spate of research on him.
Professor Biswas passed away on November 23, 2003. Three volumes of his Bengali
essays have been published since his death
under the title Itihas O Sanskriti (2005-8). But
strangely none of the institutions in which he
played an important part remembered him in
a befitting manner during the last year, which
marked his birth centenary.
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Professor Sukumari Bhattacharjee

Sukumari Dutta was born in 1921 on
12th of July. Though Christian by birth she is
remembered as a humanist Indologist in the
scholarly world. She has been a meritorious
student throughout. From the very onset of
her higher academic pursuit she was drawn
to the study of literature and especially to
that of ancient India, composed in Sanskrit.
To pursue her academic interest she chose
Sanskrit as her Honours subject in the
undergraduate level of the University of
Calcutta. She not only stood ﬁrst among the
examinees of Sankrit Honours, but ranked
the top as well among the candidates of all
subjects belonging to humanities and also
Mathematics in the University and thus
became eligible to receive the prestigious
Eashan Scholarship of Calcutta University. The scholarship, however, could not
be awarded to her; since the endowers of
this scholarship had fixed three specific
conditions to consider a candidate eligible
to be its recipient, one of which being that
the recipient should be a Hindu by religion.
To make any change in the endowment
policy was beyond the jurisdiction of CalMonthly Bulletin

cutta University and as a result Ms. Dutta,
being a Christian, was found not suitable
to receive the award. This discrimination,
based on religion, aggrieved Ms. Dutta so
much that she decided not to pursue her
post-graduation in Sanskrit and instead she
did her Masters in English literature and did
quite well as it was expected of a meritorious
student like her.
Sukumari Dutta married Amal Kumar
Bhattacharjee, a renowned Professor of English. She too, joined as a Lecturer in English
in Lady Brabourne College, Kolkata. She
earned fame for her teaching the English
literature, but could not forget Sanskrit, her
ﬁrst love for long. During the tenure of her
ten-years-service in Lady Brabourne College
she did her second M.A. in Sanskrit as a private candidate in 1954 and passed with ﬂying colours. In1957 she joined as a Professor
in the Comparative Literature Department
of Jadavpur University at the behest of Sri
Buddhadev Basu, the founder Professor of the
department. After a few years she joined the
Sanskrit Department of the same University
and taught there till her retirement in 1982.
Sukumari Bhattacharjee (1978: xi) submitted her doctoral thesis in 1964 on the
subject of historical development of Indian
mythology and its connection with parallel
mythologies elsewhere, on which no satisfactory work existed in English. In 1966 the
Clare Hall of Cambridge University offered
her a Visiting Fellowship for the academic
year 1966-67. This enabled her to bring the
material up to date and compare the ancient
myths of India with those of the world. Bhattacharjee attempted to establish a pattern of
the evolution of the Indian mythology from
the Vedic to the epic-Purānic period. She
showed in her thesis how the various gods of
the Vedic pantheon gradually converged into
the epic-Purānic triad of Brahman, Vi%ƒu
and ~iva. This extended form of her doctoral
thesis was published by the Cambridge University under the title The Indian Theogony
in 1970 and is considered till date as the
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magnum opus of Sukumari Bhattacharjee.
A corrected Indian edition of this book was
published in 1978 from New Delhi.
The trend of researches on Vedic Studies,
especially in India and more speciﬁcally in
Bengal took a turn with the publication of
her most debated book Prācīn[a] Bhārat[a]:
Samāj[a] o Sāhitya in 1988 from Ananda
Publishers, Kolkata. The author was honoured with Ananda Puraskar, a coveted
award for Bengali literature, for this book
comprising a few articles on the topics like
the Place of women in Vedic society, the
architypes used by Kālidāsa, the patriarchy in Vedic society and the discrimination
and exploitation of women and the ~ūdras
(the lowest community of the four varƒas)
in the Vedic society, the place of women in
the two great epics and so on and so forth.
With profuse examples and extracts from
the most ancient and revered texts of the
Vedas, Bhattacharjee tried to prove that it
was but a myth that the women were treated
equally with men in the Vedic society and
they enjoyed every right that the men did.
The degradation of women found in later
Sm\ti literature had its base well rooted in
the most ancient scriptures and it is but a
half truth that the degradation of women
and restrictions imposed on them started
being prescribed in the scriptures from the
third century B.C. with the invasions of the
foreigners. And, in respect to protect the
weaker sex from the atrocities of the foreign
invaders the law-makers axed down the
freedom of women. Bhattacharjee tried to
prove with many references from the Vedas,
comprising the Sa>hitās and Brāhmaƒas
that the Vedic women had been able to enjoy
their rights to some extent only for the ﬁrst
two centuries of the commencement of that
civilization but gradually the male patriarch
snatched away almost all of the rights of
women, physically feebler to men. Bhattacharjee identiﬁed the root of this discrimination lies in the interest of the physically,
intellectually and economically dominant
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section of males, particularly belonging
to the ﬁrst three Varƒas. Her hypothesis,
naturally, infuriated the traditionalists of
Hindu society. The biased and ﬁerce criticism of her views stimulated Bhattacharjee
to write more articles on these discriminating double-standards of Hinduism. She tried
to evaluate the ancient Indian customs from
the view-point of a true humanist, though
accused by some to be the leftist point of
view to tarnish the age-old religio-cultural
veneration of the Hindus. Sometimes she
has been also accused of pulling references
abruptly out of their contexts intentionally
to degrade the ancient Indian society.
Sukumari Bhattacharjee will be remembered for her meticulous, logical and
thought-provoking researches on Indology.
She opened up a new vision for the upcoming scholars to handle the data collected for
their research in an impartial and objective
manner. She was a Fellow of The Asiatic
Society and a book entitled Buddhist Hybrid Sanskrit Literature authored by her
was published by this esteemed institution.
Her chief works include Literature in Vedic
Age (1984) in two volumes, Women and Society and Ancient India (1994), Fatalism in
Ancient India (1995), and also Veder Yuge
K%udhā o Khādya (1998), Vede Sa>śay o
Nāstikya (2000) in Bengali. Her languagestyle, both in English and Bengali, is copious
even today when she completes her birth
centenary. She brought the Sanskrit literary criticism to its height of excellence. We
pay our homage to this ever-questioning,
uncompromising and intriguing scholar par
excellence in her centenary, of which she was
only seven years away when she left us in
the month of May, 2014.
Mau Das Gupta
Professor, Department of Sanskrit
University of Calcutta
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Professor Asit Kumar Bandyopadhyay

Professor Dr. Asit Kumar Bandyopadhyay
(1920-2003), who was my teacher at the University of Calcutta, has stepped into his birth
centenary year, seventeen years later the time
he was given to live. This is not unusual for a
human being now, to die at the age of eightythree. But for a man like him, who was very
productive till his last days, one could say that
his was an untimely departure. His faculties
were all in their full force, even his hair was
not visibly grey, when he died. It is sad that his
centenary of birth arrived at a time when the
COVID-19 pandemic has severely restricted our
lives and activities, and we cannot celebrate
it with the dignity and grandeur it deserves.
He was probably last of the giants who took
up research in Bangla literature. One can easily
that his approach was historic-sociological, and
his forte was the history of Bangla literature. In
this single area he has ten big volumes titled
Bangla Sahityer Itibritta, aimed at to complement and, perhaps, supersede such earlier
histories, particularly the multivolume one of
Professor Sukumar Sen, another giant. Professor Bandyopadhyay had planned another volume, but his life was cut short before he could
accomplish the project. He has another short
History of Bengali Literature in English, and a
small volume Bangala Sahityer Sampurna Itibritta, meant for undergraduate students. His
other works along these lines are, Unabingsha
Shatabdir Bangali O Bangla Sahitya, and Prachin
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Bangala O Bangla Sahitya. He also wrote,
autobiographical anecdotes and memoires
of old Howrah—a city for which he had great
affection. So, almost all his original works can
be characterized as historical, because that
was his basic orientation. His edited works
also had a strong connection with history, Puratan Prasanga, Bangalir Dharma O DarshanChinta, Puratan Bangla Natak, Puratan Bangla
Gadyagranthan Samkalan etc. for example.
But of course there were exceptions, for
example the volumes he edited like Anchalik
Bhashar Abhidhan, Bangla Galpa Samkalan,
Jibaner Galpa, Galper Jiban, Shreshtha Galpa,
Shreshtha Lekhak etc, some edited collections
of authors like Vidyasagar, and a highly readable autobiographical sketch, Smriti-Bismritir
Darpane. He, with late Professor Jagannath
Chakraborty of Jadavpur University, also initiated an attempt to reform the spelling system
of Bengali around 1979. But being considered
too radical, it was not accepted at that time.
As I said above, we got him as one of our
teachers in our post-graduate classes (19591961) of Bengali at the University of Calcutta.
The Department of Bengali there was, then,
in fact, a house of giants. Professor Sashi
Bhushan Dasgupta was the Head, and other
luminaries like Professors Pramatha Nath
Bishi, Bijan Bihari Bhattacharya, Asutosh
Bhattacharya were there. Professors Sukumar
Sen, Srikumar Bandyopadhyay and Subodh
Chandra Sengupta used to take classes in
the Department, although they did not exactly belong to it. And there were two young
teachers—Tarak Nath Gangopadhyay (more
famous as Narayan Gangopadhyay) and Asit
Kumar Bandyopadhyay, freshly recruited,
when we entered the University.
Professor Bandyopadhyay was one of the
best students that the Department of Bengali,
University of Calcutta has ever produced. His
student-life has been brilliant all along. He
obtained the highest marks in Bengali in his
Intermediate Arts examination. He secured
the top positions in First Class in his B. A.
(Honours) and M. A. Examinations (the last
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took place in 1944). His contemporary, who
stood second in both of the examinations,
and my senior colleague at Jadavpur University, Professor Devipada Bhattacharya, spoke
very highly of Professor Bandyopadhyay. The
latter had almost an encyclopedic knowledge of Bengali literature, which he carried
in memory. He was very businesslike in the
class, entered and left it with the bells going,
and we were almost overwhelmed by the
torrent of data, neatly arranged and evaluated, that came from his mouth. His teaching
style was quite a contrast with his colleague
Narayan Gangopadhyay’s, whose classes
sparkled with humour and gaiety. Professor
Bandyopadhyay did not use humour as a tool,
but had a certain way of throwing sharp and
witty remarks, with a smile, stifled before it
could fully come out. One hears that he wrote
poems and short stories in his early youth,
but he did not go back to them once he came
out of the university. He also translated Netaji
Subhash Bose’s Indian Struggle in Bengali. We
as students felt that he was a highly organized
and disciplined man, fully devoted to the academic pursuit, and did not, once he assumed
the role of a scholar and teacher, look much
beyond it. But he was very affectionate and
attentive to his students, and appreciated
quality wherever he found it in them.
His Ph.D. research was on the Nineteenth
Century society and literature of Bengal,
later published as a book. He has about 28
original books to his credit, and edited about
23 books. But it was in his history of Bangla
literature that was his most ambitious project and in which he has given his best. In
these volumes he covers a lot, making them
the most expansive chronicle of Bengali literature so far. The result is almost demonic.
He takes up a vivid analysis of the society,
politics, religion of Bengal as the background
and motivating base of literature. This wide
focus was perhaps lacking in some of earlier histories, where unearthing of new texts
and their dating, with the ascertainment of
authorship—immensely important tasks
Monthly Bulletin
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themselves, received more attention. He,
apart from writing expansively on important
texts and authors of his literature, also cited
parallel trends of literature in the West or
elsewhere in India, alongside with the evolving trends of Bengali literature. The books he
edited, almost all had a rich and detailed commentary, covering the background as well as
the text. They carry a value of their own.
I also had him in one other capacity,
and had a rare opportunity to work with
him closely. When the first President of the
Paschimbanga Bangla Akademi, the famous
author, Annada Sankar Ray died in 2002, we
requested the Government of West Bengal
to approach Professor Bandyopadhyay, then
the most senior and respected scholar of
Bangla, to agree to fill the gap. The Government did, and the latter gracefully agreed.
Unfortunately, it was for a very brief period,
as Professor Bandyopadhyay was to die the
next year. But even as the period was brief,
he guided the Akademi in many meaningful
ways. I remember that it was by his suggestion that the Akademi took up the publication
of Durgadas Lahiri’s classic work Bangalir
Gan, and he himself edited a collection of
early 19th century Bangla prose texts for the
Akademi. Every one of us now remembers
what a perfect gentleman and a wonderful
person he was. Never spoke a harsh word,
was always mild and easy to approach, and
it was a pleasure to work with him, as he was
not at all a conservative in academic matters
and was quite open to suggestions about
anything he did, even to the extent of modifying his own views.
The last time I came somewhat ‘close’ to
him was when he had just died (2003), and I
was called upon to fill his place, as the Project Director of the Asiatic Society project of
Modern Bengali Dictionary for Non-Bengali
Readers. It was a project first initiated in 1991
at the suggestion of Professor Sukumar Sen,
who was its first Director. Professor Sen could
supervise only one volume of its publication, and after his death in 1993, Professor
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Bandyopadhyay, took up the charge. He also,
unfortunately, could not work long, and before his death could see the publication of Vol.
II of the Dictionary. I joined in 2003 and the
Vol. III, I am proud to say, carried the names
of my late teacher and myself as the editors.
Two other volumes were published by 2011,
the year I left the project.
A scholar like Professor Bandyopadhyay
comes very rarely in a culture, which they
enrich by their contribution and becomes a
reason and a part of its glory. In these days of
‘monographs’, the likes of him look less and
less probable to appear.
Pabitra Sarkar
Former Vice-Chancellor
Rabindra Bharati University
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Asit Kumar Bandyopadhyay

অধয্াপক অিসতকুমার বে�য্াপাধয্ায়েক
েযমন েদেখিছ ও শেনিছ

অিসতকুমার বে�য্াপাধয্ােয়র শতবষর্ পূ িতর্ হল।
এই উপলেক্ষ, ওঁেক সামেন েথেক েযমন েদেখিছ বা যা
শুেনিছ ওঁর মুখ েথেক, মেন হল িলেখ েফিল। ১৯৯২
সােল যখন গেবষক িহসােব এিশয়ািটক েসাসাইিটেত
কােজ েযাগ িদই, েসখােনই �থম েসৗময্দশর্ন ধু িত ও
পা�ািব পরা অধয্াপক বে�য্াপাধয্ায়েক চাক্ষুষ কির।
বাংলা সািহেতয্র ইিতহাস বলেত যাঁর নাম �থেমই
মেন আেস তাঁর সে� েযাগােযাগ হেব এটা ভাবেতই
পািরিন। েসই সমেয় এিশয়ািটক েসাসাইিটেত �মা�েয়
বহু নামজাদা অধয্াপক েযমন – অধয্াপক িনমাইসাধন
বসু , অধয্াপক অিময়কুমার মজুমদার, অধয্াপক
েহােসনু র রহমান্, অধয্াপক সু নীিতকুমার পাঠক,
অধয্াপক রমার�ন মুেখাপাধয্ায়, অধয্াপক সু শীলকুমার
মুেখাপাধয্ায় �মুখ িবিভ� িবভােগ েযাগদান কেরন।
অধয্াপক অিসতকুমার বে�য্াপাধয্ােয়র এিশয়ািটক
েসাসাইিটেত গেবষণার িবষয় িছল িবেদশীেদর বাংলা
ভাষা েশখার উপেযাগী একিট ি�-ভািষক [Bi-lingual]
অিভধান ৈতরী করা।1 এ রকম একটা অিভধান ৈতরী
করার মূ ল উে�শয্ �সে� অধয্াপক বে�য্াপাধয্ায়
িলেখেছন– “সিতয্ কথা বলেত িক, িবেদশীর বাংলা
েশখার মেতা িব�ািরত আকাের েকােনা Bi-lingual
অিভধান বাংলায় েনই। চ�েনর [তদানী�ন সিচব,
এিশয়ািটক েসাসাইিট] একা� ই�ায় এবং �য়াত ডঃ
সু কুমার েসন মহাশেয়র উপেদশ-িনে�র্েশ আিম এই
ক� সাধয্ সংবরেণ ��ত হই।”2 �থেম ৪ জন ও
পের আরও ২ জন গেবষকেক িনেয় িতিন এিশয়ািটক
েসাসাইিটেত তাঁর এই গেবষণা কাজ শুরু কেরন ।
একিদন
শুনলাম
অধয্াপক
বে�য্াপাধয্ায়
অয্ািরেজানা ে�ট ইউিনভািসর্িটেত [যু �রা�] ধমর্সং�া� গেবষণা িবভােগ অিতিথ অধয্াপক িহসােব
আড়াই মােসর জনয্ যাে�ন। অধয্াপক বে�য্াপাধয্ােয়র
এই িবেদশ যা�ার সব বে�াব� ও থাকার বয্ব�াপনা
এিশয়ািটক েসাসাইিটর মাধয্েমই হেয়িছল। অয্ািরেজানা
িব�িবদয্ালেয় অধয্াপক বে�য্াপাধয্ায় ধমর্-সং�া�
1
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বইিটর �থম খ� এিশয়ািটক েসাসাইিট েথেক �কািশত
হয় ২০০২ সােল।
চ�ন রায়েচৗধু রীর কমর্ ও জীবনসাধনা, ‘অমৃ তং গময়’,
অিসত কুমার বে�য্াপাধয্ায়, পৃ . ২৪।
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গেবষণা িবভােগর [Theology and Religious
Studies] অধয্ক্ষা �মতী িলেনল েকিডর সে� পরামশর্
কের কাজ আর� কেরন। েসখােন তাঁর গেবষণার িবষয়
িছল – Christianity and Native Americans।
িন�জািতেত গড়া েনিটভ আেমিরকান সমােজর ি��ান
ধমর্াচরণ িছল মূ ল আেমিরকান ি��ানেদর ধমর্াচরণ
েথেক িকছু টা আলাদা।
অয্ািরেজানায় িগেয় অধয্াপক বে�য্াপাধয্ায় আরও
বড় একিট দািয়� পান। েসটা হল, অয্ািরেজানার
বাঙালীেদর �ারা3 �িতি�ত Bengal Study Centre
– এর জনয্ পাঠ�ম ও গেবষণার িবষয় িনবর্াচন করা।
এই সমেয় িতিন Arizona State University, The
Asiatic Society, Kolkata এবং The Committee
for Bengal Studies–এর উেদয্ােগ ‘বাংলা সািহতয্ ও
সং�ৃ িত’ িবষেয় �ায় ছয়-সাতিট ব�ৃতা �দান কেরন।
অয্ািরেজানায় থাকাকালীন �মতী িলেনল েকিড
ছাড়াও আরও একজেনর সােথ তাঁর েযাগােযাগ ঘেট।
িতিন িছেলন ডঃ িরচাডর্ ি�েভনসন্। ডঃ ি�েভনসন্
েপশায় কানাডার একিট িব�িবদয্ালেয় পদাথর্ িবজ্ঞােনর
অধয্াপক িছেলন। তাঁর েলখা বাংলােদেশর ি�তীয়
মহাযু ে�র সমেয় ইংেরজ শাসকেদর সৃ � দু িভর্ক্ষ ও
মহামারীর িনদারুণ তথয্ ও িচ�স�িলত Bengal Tiger
3

তখন েসখােন �ায় দু েশািট বাঙালী পিরবার িছল।

Monthly Bulletin

and British Lion বইিট অধয্াপক বে�য্াপাধয্ায়েক
িবেশষ আকৃ� কেরিছল।
িরচাডর্সন সােহব অধয্াপক বে�য্াপাধয্ায়েক িনেজর
বািড়েত স�ীক িনম�ণ কেরন। িরচাডর্সেনর িবশাল
অ�ািলকার �া�েণ ভারেতর মা�াজ েথেক আনা
নটরােজর ে�া�মূ িতর্ এবং তাঁর ঘেরর িভতের রাখা
কালী মূ িতর্ ইতয্ািদর �ারা িরচাডর্সেনর িহ�ুধেমর্র �িত
ভি�ভাব তাঁেক িবেশষ আকৃ� কেরিছল। এ �সে�
অধয্াপক বে�য্াপাধয্ায় বেলন “ও েদেশ কালী ও
গেণেশর খুব কদর। �মতী েকিডর িবভােগ মা-কালী
ও গেণেশর মূ িতর্ আেছ। তাঁর িবভােগ তুলনামূ লক ধমর্
পাঠয্ িবষয় বেল িবিভ� ধমর্স�দােয়র নানা িনদশর্ন
রাখা হেয়েছ।”4
এই সম� তথয্ ওঁর মুখ েথেক এিশয়ািটক
েসাসাইিটেতই েশানা এবং চ�ন রায়েচৗধু রীর কমর্ ও
জীবনসাধনা বই-এ ওঁর েলখা েথেক পাওয়া। শতবেষর্
অধয্াপক বে�য্াপাধয্ায়েক শতেকািট �ণাম।

ব�না মু েখাপাধয্ায়

গেবষণা আিধকািরক, িদ এিশয়ািটক েসাসাইিট
4
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চ�ন রায়েচৗধু রীর কমর্ ও জীবনসাধনা, ‘অমৃ তং গময়’,
অিসত কুমার বে�য্াপাধয্ায়, পৃ �া ২৬।
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Sir Asutosh Mookerjee and Sir Brajendra Nath
Seal : Recalibrating a Duality of Educational
Leadership(s)
Dilip Kumar Sinha
Former Vice-Chancellor, Visva-Bharati
Institutional scenarios, it goes without
reiteration, are fast assuming complexions
that can hardly be, in any way, labelled as preemptive. Universities, in particular, are visible
much more contiguously than what used to
be so earlier. Terms and conditions for holding
offices, whatever be the states, are obviously
in a state of flux. A collective wisdom, giving
well beyond the institution itself, could emanate out of a select few organizations of the
day e.g. the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Bombay
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society and the
like. The erstwhile states of the University of
Calcutta, Bombay and Madras, in 1857, had
a definitive role in shaping enlightenment of
a higher order. Calcutta, being the capital of
British India, had an edge over the others, in
having the University of Calcutta in 1857. The
Monthly Bulletin

‘Advancement of Learning’ as distinguishably
put up in its emblem, could dimensionalize
itself much later, under the leadership of Sir
Asutosh Mookerjee (AM). AM’s family couldn’t
but rush to Calcutta not for jobs but aspiringly for exposures. The caption trio - Mastar
(teacher), Moktar (lawyer), Daktar (doctor) –
didn’t lose then undertones implying the relevant professionals extending services to the
society, on their own. The Calcutta, per se, had
already taken off extra strides in realms of culture and education. Raja Rammohun Ray and
Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar had to be assertive
for pushing through their ideas and thoughts
that were much in the air, there and abroad,
too. Vouchsafing for necessary breakthroughs
had manifestations, without being hackneyed
in any way. Emotional kinships could well
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begin through concerted protests often with
alignments and with the powers at that point
of time. Improvisation through meetings and
get-togethers (sabhas) for absorption of ideas
could be sought. Murmurs catering valiantly
to causes could hardly take backseats. Individual enterprises, even by Raj Bahadurs and
beneficiaries of local zamindaries could be
made use of. Honestly speaking, there could
hardly be any pesterization on the government level, but the spokesman could participate in resonating movements for genuinely
human causes. Hadn’t there be the upsurge of
thoughts, to be translated into realities often
vigorously, societywise or individualwise, the
Universities of Calcutta, Bombay and Madras
couldn’t have been established, as bodies to
cater to evaluations of one kind or the other.
Intellectual strategization must have sought
for efforts to see that educational moorings
could be well laid. That acquired ostensibly, a
transfer of moorings from one domain to the
other. Experimentation had to be resorted
to. The yearnings for institutional moorings
could stem from the counterparts residing
stably in individuals. Holding the ballast
then necessitated a handful of personalities,
well equipped with personal convictions. A
systemic view can hardly be precluded when
the institutional proliferation becomes somewhat a demand of the day. The institutional
sustainability can hardly then go uninterrupted. Almost indefatigably, the institutional
leadership becomes a theme to be treated in
depth, in a country like India, endowed with
dimensionalization and yearning often for a
university system. An analysis becomes an
imperative as to have exemplars on a bedrock
for evincing the leadership. Two names are
chosen here to facilitate the development
of points of view, on the University system.
Two personalities, as in the title, are chosen so as to bring to the fore that AM being
engrossed in judiciary, could turn towards
Sir Brajendra Nath Seal (BNS), known essentially for his academic assignments and
insights. It would be in the fitness of things
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to say that this academic grooming for each
of them differed, in that AM had in a proestablishment (institution) setting and BNS,
the one run by the Scottish Missionary. Both
AM and BNS had mathematical predilections,
well beyond surface levels. AM had Professor
W Booth as his maestro and BNS, had the
celebrity Gauri Sankar De. AM could pick up
the fascination for, if not an obsession, with
Geometry, with Pott’s Euclid version as the
spinoff. AM’s diary bears out the areas of his
infatuation with mathematics, whatever be
the palpable branches. Geometry turned
out to be AM’s elan. Seeking alternatives in
geometrical arena could be seized up by AM
in his student days and that accounts for his
venture on a proof of 20th proposition of
Euclid’s Geometry, vide, Messenger of Mathematics (1881), Cambridge, UK. 'The Memoir
on Plane Analytical Geometry', published in
Journal of The Asiatic Society of Bengal (1889),
Vol. 56 (also Proc. JASB, 1887) was his another
broadside in Geometry. A remarkable slant
arises when AM says : “Geometry is the science of shape, but as space is homogeneous
every homogeneous substance can by choice
be a unit represented by a number ; hence the
possibility of applying analytical methods to
geometrical investigation‘’. AM did not get
himself stuck up with Euclid’s ventures on
geometrizing the physical world. The French
celebrity René Descartes had a firm hold on
AM so that the coupling of geometry and
algebra could become discernibly fruitful. In
keeping with what could be hinted in earlier
lines, to AM : “To every transformation these
corresponds a geometrical fact and viceversa. This transformation may be translation
or rotation or a combined one’‘. Does not it
resonate with what the German celebrity
Felix Klein could bring home, in the world of
mathematics? Connectivity, loci and standard
conics became pastimes with AM and so accounts for an invaluably brilliant text by him
on the theme. Gasperd Monge (1749-1818)
of France, could become an inspiring figure
to AM and so, followed an volley of works on
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papers pertaining to Monge’s constructs. In
his work published later, AM did draw upon
the works of the British mathematicians, A
H Cayley and A M Forsythe for developing
geometrical pathways, corresponding to
differential equations and that found an acknowledgement in JASB (1887).
BNS, essentially a student of philosophy,
did embark on some facets of mathematics.
The dichotomy between mathematics and
philosophy of mathematics could hardly miss
BNS. Indeed, BNS seemed to have a circuit for
mathematics to philosophy and back. The dialectic between mathematics and philosophy
could be thus immaculately unfolded by BNS,
without losing the situativity, somewhere
on the boundaries between the disciplines.
Given the exposure of discourses in philosophy and mathematics as well, the former
concerned with concepts and the latter, with
perspectives belonging to but not contained
in concepts could be invincibly opened up by
BNS. The existence and mathematical warranty questioned by BNS, must have been
probably looking forward to something well
beyond. Coming to brasstacks, the paper ‘The
equation of Digits Being an Elementary Application of the Principle of Numerical Grouping
the Solution of Numerical Equations’ should
sound, nowadays, be a cardinal one, in that
BNS appeared to be hovering around what
may be called the algebraic number theory;
the paper could see it published in the Bulletin
of the Calcutta Mathematical Society in July
1919, of which the President was Sir Asutosh
Mookerjee. BNS was meticulous in the choice
of integers as building blocks, on one side and
the variable(s) on the other. As a numerical
analyst, without being formally developed to
be so, have ventured on extracting the square
roots, numerically that arose for solving a
quadratic equation.
BNS did not make a fetish of numerical
rules. Presumably, he must have been seeking
for upper and lower bounds of the range of
zeros of a polynomial of integer coefficients
and following this, to obtain sequences of
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intervals, contracting down arbitrarily close
to any real work. Indeed, BNS started off dabbling with number-theoretic exercises much
earlier, possibly towards the early part of the
last decade of the nineteenth century.
Despite his passionate ardour AM, couldn’t
become a faculty in mathematics essentially
on grounds of the pay-discrimination, and so
opted out for a Fellowship in the annals of the
University of Calcutta, AM being nominated
by Sir Gooroodas Banerjee (also a mathematician), the first Indian Vice-Chancellor, CU. AM’s
second Master’s degree must have enabled
him to take up academic assignments in the
Indian Association for the Cultivation of Science in Bowbazar, Calcutta. BNS threw himself
wholly in academic positions and had spells
in many institutions, being a Principal at K
N College, Berhampore, Murshidabad. BNS
belonged to the northern part of Calcutta and
wedded as he was, the Brahmo Samaj, his active participation in literary, spatial and social
activists went a long way to hold up in elitist
image of BNS, besides being an educationist.
BNS took up the cudgels of the Principalship
of Maharaja’s College at Cooch Behar. BNS’s
intellectual acumen kept on soaring up in
different areas of human endeavour. Philosophy, in its widest sense, could be reined in by
BNS so extraordinarily that BNS’s services had
to be requisitioned by AM at the University
of Calcutta, for the George V Professorship
of Mental and Moral Science. The leadership
there took him to greater heights so as to
usher in not only the interdisciplinarity but
the birth of disciplines like Psychology in the
portals of University of Calcutta.
A brief perusal through the apposite
pages of the Calcutta University Calendar,
does revealingly tell to any reader about the
interactive modes that BNS had with others, in the preccints of the university. BNS’s
presiding over the inauguration of the Visva
Bharati in 1921 at Santiniketan, gives always a
glimpse of BNS’s solid dent in the intellectual
and cultural panorama of the country. AM’s
realms increased profusely as an educationist
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and thinker, as well. The Maharaja of Mysore
sought the advice of AM for the Vice-Chancellorship of Mysore University and AM didn’t
find himself in no way hesitant in putting up
the name of BNS as Vice-Chancellor of the
University of Mysore. There happened an occasion when AM delivered the Convocation
Address, with BNS as the Vice-Chancellor
there. Both the addresses continue, even
today, to provide the flavour and stimuli, that
could go well beyond the thought processes
of those days in Mysore.
In summation, AM and BNS, without being
formally complementary to each other, could
leave to posterity, their enviable educational
endeavours. Both of them being absorbed in
mathematics, pathways of development for
each of them couldn’t but be bifurcationary.
Adversities and bottlenecks had to be bothered about, particularly in building up afresh
the academic echelons of CU. A commonality

Monthly Bulletin

58

must have occurred between them having
boundaries of nonlinearities, having copious
criticalities. But that couldn’t deter them in developing the evolutionary traits. The ‘seats’ of
VCs could become symbolically, exceptional.
One does not have to wax eloquent on their
capabilities, to be gone through applications
to the post of a VC. BNS, in particular, had a
sojourn in Mysore as VC but didn’t in any way
allow himself unoccupied through study and
research, after the completion of the term. A
fusion of culture and temper could become
an order of the days in which AM and BNS provided the leadership of educational edifices.
Pre- and post- tenures of both AM and BNS
did hardly show off detachment from intellectually challenging realms. An ensemble
of erudition and leadership could become
visibly vibrant in the vulnerability-prone
university system.
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Epitomizing an Extraordinary Synthesis of
Philosophy, Man-Making Education and
Universalism: Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan
(1888-1975)
Tapati Mukherjee
Library Secretary, The Asiatic Society
Imbibing the tenet from the ancient Indian
scriptural text “sa vidya ya vimuktaye”, Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan in various phases of his
brilliant and eventful career emphasized that
the purpose of education is the refinement and
elevation of soul and not
making mere glossary of information. Emerging from a
humble background - from
a remote village Tirutani in
Tamilnadu, he started his
career as a teacher in Presidency College, Madras and
the pursuit of philosophy
which he studied not by
choice but by accident,
finally led him to be recognized as unrivalled in
both Eastern and Western
philosophical and religious
thought in 20th century. A staunch nationalist,
he succeeded in unravelling the rich treasures
of Indian philosophy to the Occident and
established that a confluence of Oriental and
Occidental systems of philosophy will be an
ideal combination. He himself remarked: “My
ambition is not only to chronicle but to interpret and to reveal the movement of the mind
and unfold the sources of India in the proud
plane of human nature. There was a time when
Indian philosophy was regarded something
quaint, antiquated and incapable of playing
Monthly Bulletin

a part in the world’s spiritual awakening. That
impression is slowing disappearing “Of the
plethora of books authored by him starting
from his M.A dissertation entitled ‘The ethics
of Vedanta and the metaphysical presumption’ or the collection of
class notes, a slim book of
75 pages Essentials of Psychology, his Magnums Opus
presumably was “Indian
Philosophy”in two volumes,
published in 1923 and in
1927 respectively.
Apart from his role as an
universally acclaimed philosopher, Radhakrishnan as
a man of multi-dimensional
personality had excelled
in whatever pursuit he followed. Simmering with
patriotic zeal and enthusiasm, he was closely
associated with political manoeuvring in pre
-independence India, nurturing an extremely
intimate and vibrant relationship with both
Gandhiji and Pandit Nehru and finally adorned
the exalted positions of Vice President and second President of independent India. But what
distinguished him most from other scholars
and statesmen was his role as an educationist
and an academic administrator. It is a fact that
as a teacher he had held several coveted positions like the.King George V chair of Mental and
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Moral Science at Calcutta University, Spalding
Professor of Eastern Religion and Ethics at the
University of Oxford and was elected a Fellow of All Souls College and as an academic
administrator too, he held the elevated position of Vice- Chancellor of Andhra University
and the prestigious Banaras Hindu University.
But his concept of education and educational
reforms where spirituality has been accorded
due weightage as complimentary to scientific
education and humanity, backed by universalism were upheld as essential requisites of
proper education, had made him unparalleled
in the educational scenario, to say the least.
Inspired by the educational concept of
Rabindranath Tagore whom Radhakrishnan
always considered as his idol and wrote a
book The Philosophy of Rabindranath Tagore,
Radhakrishnan strongly believed that in tune
with the concept of education aimed towards
universal well-being “atmanah mokshartham
jagatah hitaya ca”, education must be humane
and inculcate the spirit of solidarity. He was
always eager to implement a synthesis of
wisdom of the East and current enlightened
ideas of the West. He envisioned a rejuvenated
India with its root embedded in the idealism
and spiritual vision of the past and at the
same time emboldened by spiritual prowess
marching forward towards a better tomorrow.
The then education in British subjugated India
which encouraged dull and dreary social and
scientific theories at the cost of artistic and
moral value-oriented training was denounced
by Radhakrishnan. During his first visit to the
West in 1926 as representative of Calcutta
University at the Congress of Universities of
British Empire, Radhakrishnan criticized the role
of Government in Indian universities because
of Governments tendency to “borrow souls as
we barter goods.”So critical was Radhakrishnan
about distortion of history of India by British
hegemony as a part of their imperialist mechanism to vitiate the entire education system,
Radhakrishnan during his tenure as Professor
in Calcutta University made a fiery Presidential
address at the second Conference of The All
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Bengal College and University Teachers’ Association (3 April 1927) and launched a classic onslaught over the University education system
which discouraged intellectual elevation and
free mental exercise. Radhakrishnan came up
with the suggestion that the universities should
be free from all shackles of authoritarianism.
He also advocated higher salary for teachers
and also for service security. This signalled the
beginning of a new epoch in teachers’ movement in India which will find its final shape in
the recommendations of the University Commission, headed by Radhakrishnan after independence. In his report as a part of the enquiry
aimed to find out fact about police atrocities
on protesting students against Simon Commission Radhakrishnan gave vent once again
to his idea of university education, completely
free from external interference. He went to the
extent of steering a resolution for remodelling
of hierarchy of Calcutta University on a more
democratic basis. He almost chalked out the
prospective education policy of future India
as early as in 1927 at the first convocation of
Andhra University when he asked the youth
to reshape the present in the spirit of the past
and also in tune with the imminent present.
Along with this idealist approach were added
subjects of day to day reality as Radhakrishnan
spoke in favour of residential universities in
comparison to affiliating universities and was
against replacement of English by Telugu at the
initial stage of the University.
As a teacher also, Radhakrishnan was
extremely popular with the students. Since
his early stint as a teacher, the students were
swayed away by his erudition, polished demeanour and sympathetic altitude towards
students. During his tenure as an additional
Professor of Philosophy in the University of
Mysore, he was extremely hospitable to his
students and despite his financial constraints,
never hesitated to render financial assistance
to them in the hour of need. Radhakrishnan’s
profound reverence for Gandhiji and his nationalist stance inspired him to inculcate among
his students a deep sense of fellow feeling for
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the toiling masses of India. In his several convocation addresses, he reminded the students
that the essence of university education is
the spirit of criticism and understanding. The
implementation of social justice is the ultimate
goal of higher education. To achieve freedom
from social inequalities, even a revolt may
not be ruled out - “We hear on all sides about
the revolt of youth. I am afraid I have a good
deal of sympathy with this attitude of revolt,
and my complaint is that it is not sufficiently
widespread.”(Convocation Address at Lucknow
University, 5 December 1931).
As an academic administrator also, Radhakrishnan was unparalleled. As Vice-Chancellor of Andhra University, where he joined in
1931, he transformed this fledgling university
into one of the best academic centres of India
by dint of his grim determination and hard
work. Emulating Oxford model, he attached
each student of the university colleges to a
tutor for supervision - an experiment unheard
of in those days. However this is the ground
work of a new concept which will fully germinate in the recommendations of the University
Commission, headed by him in years to come.
As the Vice-Chancellor of Banaras Hindu University too, he did not promote Hinduism, on
the contrary, he emphasized human values
and ethics, shorn of any particular religious
dogma. As a matter of fact, his scholarship
in Indian philosophy, especially in Advaita
Vedanta inculcated a sense of universalism in
his mental makeup and this particular feeling
induced him to contemplate on an education
system, thoroughly humane and not marred
by intolerance to others.
Radhakrishnan’s another landmark contribution in the arena of education was the
comprehensive report on Indian education
system, prepared and submitted by University
Commission under his chairmanship. Immediately after independence he was requested by
no other a person than Prime Minister Pandit
Nehru to head a Commission, aimed to probe
into the functioning of Indian universities in all
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its aspects and to submit its recommendations
for their improvement. In the introduction
of the report, the objective of the Commission has been categorically stated: “To report
on Indian University Education and suggest
improvements and extensions that may be
desirable to suit present and further requirements of the country.” There were nine other
members among them were Dr. Zakir Hussain,
Dr. A. L. Mudaliar, Dr. Meghnad Saha and Shri
N. K. Siddhanta. A hard task master as he was,
Radhakrishnan submitted the report within a
short span. The report of the Commission was
marked by the indelible touch of its Chairman’s
ideas on education when it dealt primarily and
exhaustively with the nature of education independent India should follow to cope with the
requirements of the changing world. Following
the footsteps of his icon Rabindranath, Radhakrishnan believed that education restricted
within the periphery of the universities can
never be ideal, but on the contrary it should
start from schools and even percolate in the
rejuvenation of the villages. Simultaneously, in
tune with its Chairman’s ideas, the Commission
emphasized the utility of inculcating leadership
qualities in the students in a democratic setup and thus prepare them for acquiring their
places in a world community. In the second
chapter of the report, under the subheading
‘The aims of University Education’, it has been
proclaimed: “The purpose of all education, it
is admitted by thinkers of East and West, is
to provide a coherent picture of the universe
and an integrated way of life. We must obtain
through it a sense of perspective, a synoptic
vision, a samanvaya of the different items of
knowledge....The subjects we study must be
taught as part of a connected curriculum.”
A philosopher of highest magnitude, Radhakrishnan followed ancient Indian seers in
furthering wisdom and knowledge in higher
education: “To use the words of the Upanisad,
we may be the knowers of texts (mantravit )
and not knowers of Self (atmavit) Chandogya
Upanisad. Because of his lifelong experience as
a teacher, Radhakrishnan was fully aware of the
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low salary of teachers and his voice resonated
in the report: “...the teacher is the cornerstone
of the arch of education, he is no less if not
more than books and curricula, building and
equipment, administration and the rest.” Accordingly the Commission recommended
higher scale of pay for university teachers. The
Commission also discussed reforms of school
education, introduction of Refresher courses
for High School and Inter mediate teachers, to
be organised by the universities. The Commission also asked the colleges and universities
“to ensure a minimum number of 180 working
days, exclusive of examination days.”
Regarding the medium of instruction,
the Commission recommended the following
language scheme:
In the ninth and tenth grade - 1) Mother
Tongue, 2) Federal language, A Classical or
Modern Indian language (for those whose
mother tongue is the Federal language), 3)
English , The course of study in the tenth and
eleventh grade will be - 1) Mother Tongue, 2)
Federal language Or A Classical or Modern Indian language (For those whose other tongue
happens to be Federal language), 3) English
Another important observation of the
Commission was regarding University Grants
Commission, formed in 1945. The Commission
advised that “it should be an expert body with
power to allocate grant to the universities.”The
Commission also highlighted the importance
of women’s education and professional education. The Commission also recommended that
in the matter of selection of students for admission in various courses,” opportunity should be
based on ability.” However, the Commission felt
that “scholarships will equalize opportunities”.
In a nutshell, this exhaustive report on Indian
education system and the recommendations
suggested for improvement had echoed the
voice of Radhakrishnan in many vital areas.
Despite his remarkable activities in various areas of public domain including administration
and diplomacy as evinced during his tenure
as Ambassador in Soviet Russia, he was out
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and out an educationist from the core of his
heart. It is therefore quite natural that research
institutions like The Asiatic Society will elicit his
admiration and applause. In the report of the
University Commission also, The Asiatic Society
has been mentioned as one of the earliest academic institutions in India. The Asiatic Society
too was keen to associate him with the activities of the Society. In 1939, he was nominated as
Honorary Fellow of The Society and in the same
year, he became a member of the Society .It is
indeed an irony that Radhakrishnan, an avid admirer of Rabindranath received thanks from the
Society “for drafting a letter of congratulation
from the Society to the poet Dr. Rabindranath
Tagore on the occasion of 80th birthday.” In
1953, he was the recipient of Sir William Jones
Memorial Medal, awarded by the Society and
in 1962, Radhakrishnan received the award
of the Rabindranath Tagore Birth Centenary
Plaque for his distinctive contribution to human culture. Radhakrishnan’s extraordinary
brilliance in various fields notwithstanding, he
will be always remembered as one of the most
astounding educationists of modern India. He
was recipient of ‘Bharat Ratna’ – the highest
civilian honour of independent India. It is no
wonder therefore that the nation pays him tribute by designating 5th September, his birthday
as Teachers’ Day.
References:
1) Gopal, Sarvepalli, Radhakrishnan A biography,
Delhi, Oxford University Press, 1989.
2) Radhakrishnan, S, The Philosophy of Rabindranath Tagore, Macmillan and Co. Limited, 1919.
3) Kesherwani, Ram Mohan, Sri Vastava, Dr.
Asheesh, Educational Outlooks of the Philosophy
of Radhakrishnan, Vidyawarta, July to September, 2016, Issue 7,Volume 5.
4) The Report of the University Education Commission (December 1948-August 1949) Ministry of
Education, Government Of India,1962.

Acknowledgements:
Dr. Pritam Gurey and Smt. Sujata Mishra, Library,
The Asiatic Society.

September 2020

Events

Brief Reports on
Recent Programmes of The Asiatic Society
Arupratan Bagchi
Administrative Officer, The Asiatic Society

Online Colloquium in observance
of World Environment Day, 2020
The Asiatic Society, Kolkata organized an
Online Colloquium on 5th June, 2020 from
03:00 p.m. to 04:30 p.m. in observance of
World Environment Day, 2020. More than 100
academicians, students and members of the
Society from several disciplines participated
in the Colloquium.
Welcoming the audience, Dr. Satyabrata
Chakrabarti, General Secretary of the Asiatic
Society briefed about the initiatives taken by
Society to carry out its academic activities
through new modes of communication in the
present ‘new normal’ situation.
Professor Asok Kanti Sanyal, Chairman,
West Bengal Biodiversity Board and Biological
Science Secretary of the Society was the first
speaker in the Colloquium and he delivered
his oration on ‘Nature: The Great Teacher.’
Professor Arun Bandopadhyay, Historical and
Archaeological Secretary of the Society was
the next Speaker. Professor Bandopadhyay
addressed the Colloquium on the topic ‘World
Environment Day as viewed from Environmental History.’ Eminent Biotechnologist
Professor Swati Nandi Chakraborty was also
present in this Colloquium and delivered her
lecture on ‘Role of Biodiversity and Sustainable Environment.’ Dr. Sujit Kumar Das, the
Treasurer of the Society, thanked all the
speakers and other resource persons who
made this Colloquium a great success.
The entire program was moderated by
Shri Arupratan Bagchi, Administrative Officer
of the Society.
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Live Webinar on Interpreting Indian Constitution as perceived by
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
The Asiatic Society Kolkata presented a
Webinar on 22nd June, 2020 at 03:00 p.m. to
interpret Indian Constitution as perceived by
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar.
The Webinar began with an Introduction
of the topic by Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti,
General Secretary of the Society.
Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick, former Vice-Chancellor of Vidyasagar University
and Vice President of the Society was the
keynote speaker in this Webinar. Professor
Pramanick informed the participants about
various aspects of the Indian Constitution
through his argumentative speech. About
150 people from different fields participated
in this webinar.

Webinar on the Role of a Library in
Higher Education against a Background of Pandemic Sick Global
Scenario
A webinar was organized on 24th July,
2020 to discuss the role of Library in higher
education against a background of pandemic
sick global scenario.
At the outset, Professor Tapati Mukherjee, Library Secretary of the Society introduced the theme of the webinar. Dr. Pritam
Gurey, Librarian of the Society was the first
speaker in the webinar and he delivered his
lecture on ‘The Asiatic Society Library: at the
Crossroads.’ Dr. Narayan Chandra Ghosh, Librarian of Indian Institute of Management,
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Calcutta was also present in the webinar
and addressed the webinar on the topic
‘Shifting from normal to new normal: Future of Academic Libraries.’ The webinar
witnessed a large number of participants.

Webinar on Rabindranath Tagore
and Patrick Geddes on Environment: Confluence of Minds
The Society organized a webinar on 7th
August, 2020 to pay homage to the great
Monthly Bulletin

64

poet Rabindranath Tagore on his 79th death
anniversary. The theme of the webinar was
Rabindranath Tagore and Patrick Geddes on
Environment: Confluence of Minds.
Professor Tapati Mukherjee, Library
Secretary of the Society and Shri Arunendu
Banerjee, an eminent architect gave their
informative speeches on this occasion. Rabindra Sangeet sung by Shri Amit Ghosh, an
employee of the Society, brought another
dimension to the programme.
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Release of Print Edition of the book
titled ‘Prabuddha Bharat : Understanding Ambedkar in the passage
of Time’
On the occasion of 74th Independence
Day of the Country, the Society released the
print edition of the book titled ‘Prabuddha
Bharat : Understanding Ambedkar in the
passage of Time’. The book was released p.m.
on 15th August, 2020 at 03:00 p.m. on online
platform. Professor Arun Bandopadhyay,
Historical and Archaeological Secretary of the
Society and editor of the book explained the
various aspects of the books. The programme
ended with an interactive session with the
participants.

Webinar on Panorama of a Pandemic : COVID-19
The Asiatic Society, Kolkata presented an
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important webinar on 24th August, 2020 on
Panorama of a Pandemic: COVID-19. In this
program, Dr. Kajal Krishna Banik, eminent
Public Health Specialist highlighted the various aspects of epidemiology and management of Covid -19 in India. Dr. Sankar Kumar
Nath, eminent oncologist was the moderator
of the programme. The program became very
enjoyable through direct discussions with the
participants.

Sankalp Parva
The Asiatic Society, Kolkata celebrated
Sankalp Parva- an initiative of Ministry of
Culture, Govt. of India to motivate people to
plant trees and make the environment clean
& healthy from 28th June to 12th July, 2020.
During this period, more than 25 saplings
were planted at various premises of the
Society.
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Independence Day Celebration at

The Asiatic Society

Monthly Bulletin

66

September 2020

Events

Printed Books versus E-Books: A Discussion
Sagarika Sur
Publication Division, The Asiatic Society
Celebrating the digital platform like many
others, apart from publishing online Monthly
Bulletins and Journals in recent times, The
Asiatic Society organized an online panel
discussion on ‘Printed Books versus E-Books’
on 27 July 2020. The programme was divided
into three sessions: I) Senior Professionals
Sharing Their Experiences on Printed Books
and E-books, II) Views of Library Professionals
on Printed Journals versus Online Journals,
III) Young Readers’ Choice on Printed Books
versus E-books.
The welcome address was aptly delivered
by Dr. Ramkrishna Chatterjee, Publication
Secretary, The Asiatic Society, where he
mentioned Society, as the ‘oldest surviving
publishing house in South Asia’. For the last
232 years The Asiatic Society has uninterruptedly published
several series
like Bibliotheca
India s e r i e s,
(appreciated
both in India
and abroad)
along with the
uninterrupted
publications of
journals for the
last two centuries. He mentioned that
Dr. Ramkrishna Chatterjee
though during
the recent Lockdown period, the Society has
continued the publication of the e-version of
Monthly Bulletin

the bulletins and journals, several members
are asking for the print version of the publications as well. Hence, it is the high time to look
into the nooks and corners of the publication
world, considering both the mediums, print
and digital.
In the first session the speakers were: Shri
Samik Bandyopadhyay, Publisher-Editor & Art
Critic, Shri B N Varma, Head, Primus Books, New
Delhi, Professor Subhas Ranjan Chakraborty,
Vice President, The Asiatic Society and the
session was coordinated by Dr. Ramkrishna
Chatterjee. This session set off its journey
with the valuable opinions of Shri Samik
Bandyopadhyay, where he has expressed
his resentment against very word ‘debate’.
Without sentimentalizing the
‘touch of the
book’, ‘magic of
the book’, Shri
Bandyopadhyay, emphasized on the
advantages of
e-books like the
immediate and
easy access to
google search
Shri Samik Bandyopadhyay or online dictionary. According to him, for the printed
books, one stores those, collects those and
creates a library, which is a ‘thinking space’
as well, which the e-book does not allow. A
book allows time, space and freedom, which
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the e-book does not offer. “From the strongly
situated, historicized book reading culture,
move into or link into or jump into an e-book
culture may be just a destruction in our civilizational process,” he added and that posed
the question to him for holding the ‘debate’
between one versus the other. He ended his
lecture suggesting for a supplementary road
for the e-technology to print book culture.
Addressing the current situation of
pandemic, Shri Varma began his speech considering it as a very tentative and subjective
one. He also told that even two-three months
ago he would
cast his vote for
printed books
only, no matter
whether it has
become a niche
market or not,
however, nowadays, e -books
have acquired a
currency which
was absent beShri B N Varma
fore. Like Samik
Bandyopadhyay, Shri Varma as well expressed
his views for ‘one and the other’, instead of
‘one or the other’. He also emphasized on
the technical part, since one has to have a
mastery over technology before launching herself/himself in the world of e-books,
which is quite a challenge especially for the
older generation. Varma commented “More
importantly digital books have in a profound
way to alter the relationship between readers
and books, books and publishers and writers and publishers”. He quite aptly shared
his wife’s experience of running from library
to library for the suitable materials for her
thesis for almost a decade and to her astonishment found all those in a digital library
in Oxford within a day. However, he did not
miss pointing out the demerits of the digital
publications, as he said that in the world
of digital books, there is hardly any quality
control. Many of the publishers nowadays do
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not bother to apply a house-style or involve
editorial staff and authors are expected to
submit a print-ready copy. He also said that
most of the digital publications nowadays
hardly pay any heed to the aesthetics of a
journal or book, rather are more focused on
content. Most e-book platforms like Kindle or
Apple tablets concentrate on popular books;
while the printed books have a shelf life, a
digital book does not make such a promise.
Like Shri Bandyopadhyay, he concluded his
speech by considering a culmination of both
electronics and print mediums, instead of one
versus another.
While on the other hand for Professor
Subhash Ranjan Chakraborty, the first image of a book
is a printed
one, which
can be felt and
touched. He
emphasized on
the very difference between
digital books
and e -books
and the problems aroused
Professor Subhash Ranjan
out of it, since
Chakraborty
most of the
digital versions of books are not proper ebooks and production, marketing and selling of e-books are commercial propositions
and need to elaborate technical expertise.
However, the introduction of Kindle has
revolutionized this field and has reached to
a mass scale. He shared his own experience
of reading on Kindle. While he was quite
apprehensive at first when gifted a Kindle,
soon he found it very easy to build a virtual
library in Kindle and was also impressed by
having some useful virtual dictionaries there
along with other significant literature. He
also shared his experience of grabbing the
Kindle version of an 800 pages novel by P.G.
Wodehouse for barely 2 dollars. However, it
is not the question of easy accessibility of
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e-books, but the aesthetic pleasure. Though
according to Professor Chakraborty, reading
on Kindle is a little boring and dull due to all
the time presence of the monotonous screen,
it is also very convenient to read on Kindle.
Simultaneously he cared to share his own experiences of purchasing hard bound books in
the second half of the 19th century. There is a
mounting tension between the printed books
and e-books, and often he faces a struggle to
traverse the two different worlds of books.
The second session was skillfully coordinated by Dr. Nibedita Ganguly, Life Member, The Asiatic
S o c i e t y, w i t h
the two speakers namely: Dr.
Kishor Chandra
Satpathy, Chief
Librarian, Indian
Statistical Instit u te, K o l k a t a
and Dr. Narayan
Chandra Ghosh,
Librarian, Indian Institute of
Dr. Nibedita Ganguly
Management,
Calcutta. Dr. Satpathy began his lecture
by pointing out to the fact that due to the
pandemic, most of the libraries are closed nationwide and the Library Information Centre
is being compelled to move closer to the electronic medium. The medium has been going
through radical changes of the process of how
information is stored, accessed, retrieved, and
consumed. The most important thing in libraries nowadays is changing nature of library
resources. In many cases, electronic journals
provide access to full text articles, can be read
or be printed. Some cases the full texts are
available online, in some cases partial texts
are available, while some others are electronic
only journal, available in ‘html’ or ‘pdf’ version.
Online library access has made the job of the
researcher quite easier to get updated, since
earlier for the printed version it was quite
time-consuming due to the lengthy process.
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According to
Dr. Satpathy,
the ability to
search across
or cross linking of whole
collection
of e-journal
and other databases are
possible. Mobile access to
Dr. Kishor Chandra Satpathy
the e-journals
also helps the researchers a lot. On the other
hand, talking about the challenges of the
e-journals, Dr. Satpathy mentioned that it
heavily depends on the hardware, software
and the connectivity, which creates problems
for the libraries located in rural areas. The lack
of uniform pricing and the licensing policies,
question of permanent archiving are other
major hindrances. Dr. Satpathy suggested
for more standardization, especially for the
pocket models, as availability of electronic
journals is a major issue for the country like
India. Nowadays the academicians are demanding for open access of information, i.e.
the information for all and there are several
multimedia journals known as video journals.
However, for Dr. Satpathy, having e-journals
does not necessarily obsolete the need for
the print journals; rather it is a change in the
mindset and accessibility, which should be
welcomed.
Dr. Ghosh as well started his lecture
expressing the
gratitude towards
the Society for
including him in
the panel discussion. Since all the
academic institutions are closed,
libraries attached
to it are beyond
access. However,
the libraries have
Dr. Narayan Chandra Ghosh
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offered remote access through virtual private
networks or Shibboleth technologies, open or
third party IP providers like AJ Proxy. Where
the articles are available in full text online,
there are options like downloading as ‘pdf’ or
printing it. The online journals have the facility
of accessing it by searching the keywords. The
content should be available online and often
during the COVID-19 situation, the libraries
are offering the course curricula, pedagogy,
study materials. E-journals are proactive in
nature having the features like the topical
display, recommended reading, public list
are also available. Even in hybrid nature of
libraries, where there are lots of books in
collection, librarians also think twice how to
give access to the archival collection. “Today’s
situation is forcing us to change our concept,
to think, to look beyond the traditional libraries where the e-content is the only solution,”
he concluded.
Urja Priyadarshini Chaudhury, an undergraduate student of English of Christ University, successfully conducted the third session
where the youngsters shared their views on
the experiences of printed
books versus e-books.
Speakers of
this session
were: Aanchal
Singh Chauhan, Student,
Urja Priyadarshini Chaudhury
BBA Honours,
Christ University; Armeen Haque, Student,
B.A. English Honours, Christ University and
Prithwi Banerjee, Student, Medicine, IQ City
Medical College and Narayana Multispeciality
Hospital. Urja Priyadarshini rightly addressed
their generation as the ‘intermediate generation’ since they were introduced to technology at a very early stage. She shared her
personal experiences of the feeling of having
a printed book, especially when it is gifted by
a near ones, which is sincerely absent in the
case of e-book. However, she also shared that
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the appeal of e-book is more practical than
nostalgic, since e-book is definitely a viable
alternative, with numerous other benefits
like portability, less space-consumption and
affordability. Though she considered e-book
as the future, she recognized it as a threat to
publishing industry. Three consecutive speakers shared their opinions in a similar fashion.
Aanchal readily acknowledged her love for
the printed books, especially for having the
feel of a book in hand. She also pointed out
the problem of distraction or lack of concentration in case of e-book. However, she also
highlighted the cost effectiveness, storage of
the e-books. On the other hand, Armeen did
not accept to put any of the versions on hierarchy, since she
found both
of the versions equally
important, if
not more. She
highlighted
the practical
problem like
myopia for not
preferring the
Aanchal Singh Chauhan
e-book, which
is a serious concern for the people with lesser
eye-sight. Nevertheless, like her friend, Armeen also commented on the easy accessibility of e-books. According to her, e-books can
be a good alternative for academic purposes
or mass distribution purposes or
for the archival
of a lot of materials. Prithwi
being heavily biased for the
‘magic of printed
books’, though
acknowledged
Armeen Haque
the accessibility
of e-books, pointed out to the problem of the
immense dependence on electronic medium,
which is a luxury for the major population of
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the country. He also commented on the absence of the feeling of smelling a book, for a
printed book one is connected to a real object
than a digital
wing, which
he called as
‘mental mapping’, where
the reader is
very much dependent on
the physical illustration presented in the
Prithwi Banerjee
book. Prithwi
also highlighted the concept of ownership
and personalizing a printed book, which is a

direct lack, in the case of e-book. The low glare
of Kindle does not work in sunlight or outside.
He drew the attention to the serious issue of
the publishing industry where a lot of people
are associated with printed books; hence, the
experience is personal, while, the technology
should be limited to the professionals. It is really hard to imagine College Street, the book
hub of Kolkata, without people jostling for
their favourite hard copies.
The Asiatic Society thus tried its best to
cite the voices and views of the people from
all the strata, namely academicians, publisher,
librarians and readers. The online discussion
is archived in the YouTube platform of The
Asiatic Society for future reference.

Printed Books versus E-Books: A Viewer's Perspective
Satyajit Das Gupta
Director, Post-Graduate Diploma Course in Counselling Legal Aid Services, West Bengal
“How do you press a wildflower into the
pages of an e-book?”, pondered Lewis Buzbee, in his very widely read book, The YellowLighted Bookshop: A Memoir, A History. In a
tone of avowedly romantic nostalgia, Buzbee,
a former bookseller and sales representative,
had celebrated ‘the unique experience of the
bookstore--the smell and touch of books,
getting lost in the deep canyons of shelves
and the silent community of readers’. However much sincerely involved Buzbee and
his kind might have been in espousing the
cause of promoting printed books in a rapidly
evolving era of ‘platform capitalism’ wherein
e-learning and e-commerce seem to have
been obliterating the barriers between the
physical realities and virtualities of the pleasure of reading as an act of human endeavour,
the current pandemic has made accessing
places and repositories of printed books
hugely problematic and thereby enhancing
the need for banking upon e-books even
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more substantially than ever before. It goes
without saying that varied considerations of
academic, intellectual and economic entitlements will remain vital determinants of the
use and availability of e-books across different
classes of societies. In this regard a professor
or a student in a premier American university
will always be placed at a far more advantageous position than their counterparts working in a typical suburban South Asian town.
Even with the current mushrooming of smart
phones in the Third World cities and towns,
hardcore ‘class’ factors continue preventing
privileges of the IT revolution from reaching
the relatively disadvantaged segments of
the populations of these areas. The recent
hindrances to spread the practice of online
education in vast tracts of rural India could
also be a case in point.
Sometime back an online panel discussion
on e-books versus printed books, hosted by
the Asiatic Society on You Tube at https://www.
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https://youtu.be/CkJZMqiLhcI

THE ASIATIC SOCIETY

(AN INSTITUTION OF NATIONAL IMPORTANCE)

1 PARK STREET  KOLKATA-700016

youtube.com/watch?reload=9HYPERLINK
“https://www.youtube.com/watch?relo
ad=9&v=CkJZMqiLhcI&feature=youtu.
be”&HYPERLINK “https://www.youtube.com/
watch?reload=9&v=CkJZMqiLhcI&feature=y
outu.be”v=CkJZMqiLhcIHYPERLINK “https://
www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=Ck
JZMqiLhcI&feature=youtu.be”&HYPERLINK
“https://www.youtube.com/watch?relo
ad=9&v=CkJZMqiLhcI&feature=youtu.
be”feature=youtu.be gave me an excellent
opportunity to collect quite a wealth of
information and insights relating to some
of these substantive issues. In his opening
remarks, the Society’s Publication Secretary,
Dr. Ramkrishna Chatterjee said that despite
their oldest surviving Indian publishing house
adopting most advanced digital methods for
bringing out monthly e-bulletins, readers still
make queries about the printed version of the
same. Academics, litterateurs and functionaries from leading publishing agencies deliberated in a mix of nostalgic lamentation on the
heydays of articulate readers’ bonhomie with
printed books and the transitory nature of the
entire e-publishing phenomenon. A concern
for a qualitative shift from stylistic to content
editing of manuscripts was voiced regarding
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a growing dependence of this whole activity
upon online handling of matters almost exclusively by writers. It was also pointed out that
e-book reading has the built-in advantage of
instantaneous and simultaneous consultation
of an entire range of online resources like
dictionaries, Wikipedia, encyclopedias and
a host of other supplementary materials. Librarians expressed unambiguously in favour
of the huge prospect of online availability
and marketing of e-journals and periodicals
across institutions of higher learning. Surprisingly enough, most young student presenters
remained fairly forthright in their systemic
preference for a culture of printed books
and declined to pit them straightway against
e-books which, they argued would gradually
curve their own place as an exquisite genre of
intellectual artifact. Listening leisurely to this
interesting online panel discussion in a rather
relaxed home atmosphere, I kept pondering
for a while over the power of Amazon and it’s
kind as giant sellers of e-books to a rapidly
growing segment of buyers with substantial
means and their total disconnect with a vast
majority of poor and disadvantaged readers
of affordable printed books. Indeed, a tale of
two worlds.
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Bengali Migrant Workers during Pandemic and
Lockdown
Monalisha Chakraborty and Subrata Mukherjee
Institute of Development Studies Kolkata
It is now quite clear that the nation-wide
lockdown has wreaked havoc on a large section of India’s poor and vulnerable population
and a significant part of it were migrant workers from poor pockets of the country working
in relatively richer cities and industrial clusters.
The lockdown has waned their livelihoods
with many had stranded in their destinations
without money and adequate food for many
weeks. Till the time central government and
different state governments finally arranged
trains and buses for ferrying them from their
destination locations to their home states, we
all saw nerve-wrenching images of masses
trying to return to their villages or towns by
whatever means of transport they could find
including walking hundreds of miles.
Migration and West Bengal
In the last two decades, the volumes of
inter-state out-migration from poorer states
to relatively better-off states have increased
significantly. As per Census 2011, 51 million
people have migrated for employment related reasons, which was 33 million in 2001
(Economic Survey, 2017). National Sample
Survey Organisation/Office (NSSO) estimated
32 million people migrated primarily for employment-related reasons in 2007-08 (Nayyar
and Kim, 2018). The states such as Kerala,
Maharashtra, Delhi, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka have attracted a large volume of migrant
workers. West Bengal too has experienced
higher volume of male out-migration from
its economically and agriculturally depressed
areas (Dandekar and Ghai, 2020). In 2011, West
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Bengal ranked fourth among the states with
nearly 6 lakhs people migrated for employment related reasons. It is very obvious that
in the last 9 years, these figures must have
inflated substantially with possible changes
in relative ranks of the states.
Ordeal during Lockdown
During May-June and August, 2020, we
have conducted telephonic interviews with 59
migrant workers from West Bengal, who were
working in different Indian cities like Thiruvananthapuram, Bengaluru, Chennai, Mumbai,
Ahmedabad, Surat, Delhi, Jaipur, Jodhpur,
Bharuch and Fatehabad. They provided to us
a vivid description of how their conditions
changed during different phases of lockdown
and unlocking. During the lockdown phases,
governments’ delayed response for making
arrangement for their return undermined the
real sufferings and stress of these workers. “If
we do not die in corona, we will die in hunger”
told Reza Sheikh (all real names are changed
to preserve their privacy), a migrant from Murshidabad district, when we spoke with him in
May. Reza was working in Mumbai for the last
two years as a construction worker and had
just returned to the city from his village three
weeks before the lockdown started. Azizul,
another migrant worker from Birbhum district,
working in Mumbai, told“we are not having any
work from the day of lockdown. Though I got
the previous payment till March 21, but now,
I have little money left with me. We didn’t get
any sort of help from the government.” Being
running out of money, Azizul was desperate
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to return to his village and he said, “I want to
go back home now. Many workers from Bihar
and UP working here have left for their village
by bi-cycles or on foot. But it is not possible for
us as West Bengal is too far away.” Abduj Sattar
from Jalpaiguri district who was working in
Fatehabad of Haryana told us “I am not able to
send money to my home for the last 3 months.
I do not know how they are managing everything! Some have moved in truck and bi-cycle
to Jalpaiguri”, but being a patient of asthma, he
could not take that risk.” According Anuradha
Talwar, a social activist working with the migrant
workers stranded in different states of India,
migrants from Bengal were initially against
the idea of walking or cycling back home and
preferred to wait for train services to resume,
but they eventually ran out of patience due
to lack of clarity over government’s initiatives
and started making their own arrangements’
(Hindustan Times, May 14, 2020).
While most of Indian states were experiencing a sharp rise in COVID-19 cases during April
and May, Kerala was able to control the spread
of the disease initially and started allowing
some businesses to re-open. As a result, some
of the migrant workers could start working from
middle of May. But not all of them were getting
work everyday as the work sites were allowed to
operate with only few workers. Abdul, a migrant
from Murshidabad district, told us “I need to
return. I cannot hear about my family finding it difficult to arrange food.” Ranjak, a migrant worker
from Purba Medinipur, told us“Situation is much
better here. Some of us have even started to work.
But we want to go back home now.”
Plight of the migrant returnees
When we spoke to the migrant workers in
June, after lockdown restrictions started easing,
many of them have either returned to their
villages or waiting for the next available trains.
Surprisingly, in Kerala and Bangalore, some of
the workers still preferred to stay back. Jatin,
a migrant worker from Purba Medinipur, did
not want to return from Kerala. He asked us
“What shall I do after returning home?” We also
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heard similar stories from migrant workers in
Bengaluru who were working as rag pickers.
The pandemic has dwindled their livelihoods
for more than two months but returning home
without any money was not an option for them.
On the other hand, those who have returned, life has not become free from distress
and anxiety. Asim, a migrant from Purba Medinipur district, returned to his village in June.
He is now worried about how to run the family
with five members and how will he repay the
loan that he had taken from the Bandhan
Bank. Another returned migrant, Akash from
Jalpaiguri district, is now wondering, “Shall I get
100- days work in this rainy season? Work was
available in Kerala when I returned in the beginning of June. I want to be back in Kerala soon.”
Jamirul from Akash’s village told us “people
having land will not experience much difficulty.
But we do not have any land.”
When we talked to them again in August,
situation has significantly changed in Kerala.
By the end of June, Kerala started witnessing
a resurgence in COVID-19 cases, resulting in
many localised lockdowns, identification of
hotspots and demarcation of containment
zones. Situation also changed for these migrant workers. Some of them are now too
scared to go for work even if it is available.
Jiban, a migrant from Purba Medinipur district, told us, “two people in my workplace were
tested positive for corona virus and the place was
sealed. I am not going to work for the last three
days. My company is talking about sending me
to some other workplace but I am scared to go
anywhere.”Another migrant worker Rafikul told
us “Now there are not many workers. So work is
available every day. But last few weeks I am only
working maximum four days a week. We heard
that some workers in a different worksite are
infected with this virus. I am scared. I am dying to
see my family in my village but I do not want to
return now. Here even if I get work for three days
in a week, I will be fine to feed my family.” The
desperation to see their families in this time
of crisis is strong but they are equally worried
about post-return work opportunities.
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Ravi, a migrant construction worker from
Nadia, who is working in Delhi told us, “It’s been
more than 2 months I have not found any work
at all, not even in surrounding villages. We have
depleted all our savings and are merely living
on rice and grains from the ration shop.” Sanjay,
from Jalpaiguri, is another migrant construction worker who returned from Thiruvananthapuram somehow managed to find work
as a painter in a locality near to his village. He
has submitted all required papers in the local
block office for getting job card.

migrant workers is to provide Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA) skill-based work. Union Government has made the total budgetary support
to more than one lakh crore for MGNREGA for
the year 2020-21 by announcing an additional
amount of Rs 40,000 crore. But is MGNREGA an
adequate instrument to achieve this? In this
bleak scenario of pandemic MGNREGA can
only be a scanty short-term support to the
workers from rural areas who have lost their
employment due to pandemic and lockdown.

Reverse migration and the long-term
repercussions

Reference

The migrants’ crisis during the lockdown
period has clearly demonstrated government
failure on both policy and administrative levels.
International Labour Organization predicts
that around 400 million workers in India’s
informal economy are at the risk of sinking
down deeper into poverty during the crisis
(Business Today, April 9, 2020). Many of the
migrant workers have vowed not to return to
their destination place of work because of their
traumatised experience during the lockdown.
One can understand the real reason behind
their extreme emotional responses as they are
still under shock. It is most likely that majority
of them will have to return to the destination
places for work in future. But the demographers fear that about one-third of the migrant
returnees would probably not return because
of the inhuman treatment they experienced
during lockdown period. They also fear that
destination states will see dearth of labours
at this moment and are about to undergo
economic crisis (Rajan & Bhagat 2020).
With the return of migrants to their villages,
the rural infrastructure is going to be under
immense pressure. Migration from rural Bengal
took place mainly because of the lack of regular employment opportunities at a reasonable
wage rate. Are our villages today in a position
to provide livelihoods to all who are returning
homes? The options that different state governments are weighing to help the returned

Business Today (April 9, 2020). 400 million workers
in India may sink into poverty amid coronavirus
pandemic: ILO. Retrieved from https://www.
businesstoday.in/current/economy-politics/400million-workers-in-india-may-sink-into-povertyamid-coronavirus-pandemic-un/story/400533.html
Dandekar, A. and Ghai, R. (2020). Migration and Reverse Migration in the Age of COVID-19. Economic
and Political Weekly, 55(19). Retrieved from https://
www.epw.in/journal/2020/19/commentary/migration-and-reverse-migration-age-covid-19.html
Economic Survey (2017). Volume 1. Ministry of
Finance. New Delhi, India: Government of India
(Chapter 12, India on the Move and Churning:
New Evidence).
Hindustan Times (May 14, 2020). 1,700 km cycle
journey from Chennai underlines limitations of
Bengal’s plan to bring migrants home. Retrieved
from https://www.hindustantimes.com/indianews/1-700-km-cycle-journey-from-chennaiunderlines-limitations-of-bengal-s-plan-to-bringmigrants-home/story-qJUeVDPKoZii1u2YC2RvvO.
html
Nayyar, G. and Kim, K. Y. (2018). India’s Internal Labour Migration Paradox. The statistical and the
real. Policy Research Working Paper. World Bank
Group. Retrieved from http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/429181519662555108/pdf/
WPS8356.pdf
Rajan, S. I. and Bhagat, R. B (2020): Webinar on
COVID 19 Pandemic Consequences and Challenges of Reverse Migration in India, organised by IIHMR University webinar on May 26,
2020. Available at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=69yHt729sG8

Monthly Bulletin

75

September 2020

Combating Corona

COVID-19 Quality Quarantine: The Journey of a
Psychologist in its Early Phase
Poulomee Shaw
Psychologist & Director, MIND’S, Kolkata

Sudden entry of an unwanted virus named
“COVID-19” put me in home quarantine
without any prior notice. The Government
gives the strict order for home quarantine
where we all put ourselves at home, and to
maintain social distance when go out. It may
protect us physically but psychologically it
affects a lot. In the beginning I use to think
a lot about how to survive if COVID-19 attacks me physically, but after that I follow
the amazing strategy of switching my mind
and ready to accept the situation and go with
the flow (in psychological term it is known
as Mindfulness). It helps me redefine myself,
increase my inner strength and give me the
power to convert this Quarantine experience
to Quality Quarantine. It is a really amazing
and adventurous life, changing journey for
me with some mixed emotional experience.
The Mask, Sanitizer Phase vs. My Accident
Before the onset of the pandemic named
COVID-19, my life was perfectly alright and
going accordingly with my planning like
morning to evening managing OPD patients
and client meetings, and maintaining different submission deadlines etc. Frequent
business travels did uplift me always from
the monotonous lifestyle. On 10 March 2020,
I went out my hometown for some business work and it was just the beginning of
COVID-19 in India. Few COVID positive cases
were already detected in India. As usual, the
Government became very strict especially
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in the airport area. Everyone felt like if they
could use the mask and sanitizer they could
protect themselves from Corona. Initially it
was so funny for me because I did not expect
it would soon become a life changing experience for me. People suddenly became so
anxious and extra cautious. Anyway, I took
my flight and reached my destination but
unfortunately met with an accident, and my
wrist broke very badly in 3 pieces (distal radius
fracture). I consulted with few orthopedic
surgeons and everyone suggested me to go
for surgery. Somehow, I managed myself with
the painkiller injections and completed all my
duties and responsibilities towards my clients
and after 2 days I came back to Kolkata.
Social Distancing & COVID-19 Screening
vs. My Hospital Admission
After returning back to Kolkata airport,
I suddenly found some changes. It was just
about 3 days back everything was so different and under control but now I came back
with my broken wrist with a constant pain
and COVID-19 Panic. This COVID-19 virus
successfully took a bigger place in everyone’s mind and brain. Within 3 days, a huge
crisis for mask and alcohol based sanitizer
was reflected in the market. After arriving to
the airport, all passengers were asked to go
through the screening process, while maintaining social distancing. With a heavy heart
and unbearable pain, I proceeded through
the screening, and the authority allowed me
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to enter my own hometown. I just cannot
express my feelings in words: it was a mixed
feeling (a tremendous body pain of wrist
fracture, a psychological trauma of COVID-19,
a satisfaction of entering my hometown, an
anxiety to reach to the hospital on time for
the treatment of my broken wrist). Finally,
I reached the hospital to consult with my
doctor, booked my operation date and came
back to my home. Next day I took admission
to the hospital. It was just one day before of
my surgery.
The Complete Lockdown Phase vs. My
Surgery
After all the clinical findings done, my anesthesiologist and orthopedic surgeon decided to do this surgery under G.A. section (full
anesthesia). Honestly I was bit scared but accepted it. In the morning of my surgery date I
heard the news on TV that the Government of
India decided to make a complete lockdown
for the next 21 days. Suddenly everyone became very busy with the grocery shopping,
collecting various useful medicines, and other
items. I was scared if my operation was going
to happen or not. I had a talk with my surgeon
and he assured me that my surgery schedule
was on. I was eagerly waiting for my parents
to come down before surgery because it was
my first time on surgery table under section
G.A., but unfortunately they stuck in traffic
and came late due to the lockdown police
checking. In the meantime, one of my family
members signed the consent form to allow
me for the surgery. The medical team took
me to the operation theater. This experience
was another life changing experience. The
thing only I could do was to surrender myself
to the Divine Power. After 4 hours of surgery,
I opened my eyes: the surgery was successful
and I was happy.
Living with COVID Positive Patients vs. My
Trauma
The next day, two persons with COVID
positive cases took admission on the same
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hospital’s isolation ward. The hospital authority became stricter about their hospital rules
and the indoor patients. The hospital did not
allow anyone to stay with me because of the
Corona positive cases. It was another experience for me because just after a surgery, I
was sharing the same roof with the COVID
positive patients. I experienced extreme nausea and dizziness just after my surgery plus
the anxiety of COVID-19 was killing me from
inside. Just after the next day of my surgery,
I was frequently following the news channels
only. I started counting the numbers of how
many people died. Suddenly I realized I was
not feeding the positive thoughts to my brain.
I decided not to count the numbers of deaths
and started feeding my brain with some positive thoughts. I started accepting the ultimate
truth of life. That is DEATH. I asked myself:
why was I scared? What will happen if Corona
attacks me? The answer was: “I will die”. Then
again I asked myself why I was so afraid to face
it when it is the ultimate truth. We all know
that we will die one day but which day we do
not know. We cannot stop living just to think
about when, how or where we will die. So
finally I got all my answers and I could control
my negative emotions. I was then waiting to
come back to my home.
Discharged from the Hospital vs. Fighting
with the Odds
After three days of my surgery, I got discharged from the hospital and I came back
to my home. Within these three days, I was
very much thankful to the news channels
for feeding me the entire COVID syllabus for
4 to 5 times in a day. I was aware of COVID
symptoms, where should I go for the treatment, the hotline numbers etc. After reaching
home, I thought I would get my comfort zone
back but it will become more challenging to
aware my family members about COVID-19.
Initially it was difficult but after a few days,
they realized and maintained every restriction in their own ways. I did not realize how
I passed three weeks after my surgery. Due

77

September 2020

Combating Corona
I could not go out for surgery dressing and
could not ask anybody to come down to my
place and take my cast off. My orthopedic
surgeon gave me the courage to take my cast
off at home and it was done by me. I followed
his instructions and did those accordingly.
After few days, I started moving my fingers
and wrist slowly and it worked well. My doctor
had given me the time period of 6 months to
recover completely. Throughout the journey,
I felt that it was nothing but the fear inside us
which was much more dangerous than that
the COVID-19. When we are feeding our mind
with positive energy, we act positively and life
becomes more beautiful.
I followed a few little things to keep me
positive
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Sweat out the toxins with regular exercise
Deep breathing exercises
Listen to any inspiring music, which gives
me strength, or any high beat music, which
makes me dance.
Trimming my to do list
Quality time with family, relatives and
friends.

6.

Helping someone (with food or some essential needful things)
7. Feeding my mind and brain with positive
thoughts.
8. Follow a proper balance diet.
9. Giving online counseling services.
10. Try to write my thought of the day in my
diary everyday.
Apart from the negativity, Corona brings
the family together, we are getting more
ME-TIME, and we are slowly learning to
adjust with limited things. We are together
and even feel more connected without any
partying, shopping in the mall, watching
movie in the multiplex, having outside food.
Everyday life with rat-race becomes now
considerably irrelevant. We learn to adapt
the situation, and at the end of the day, we
are happy because we are alive with more
understanding of the essence of life. True,
we all are fighting together in our own ways.
Still we all are looking at the ray of HOPE.
We will definitely see the sunshine after this
stormy phase. Last but not the least I must
say: “Deep in my heart I do believe we shall
overcome someday.”

Courtesy: Samiran Chandra Chakrabarti
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Rabindranath Tagore and Sri Lanka: A SocioCultural Union
Sulagna Saha
Research Fellow, The Asiatic Society
Rabindranath Tagore was an avid traveller
whose tales of extensive travels to various
Orient and Occident countries are known far
and wide. If delved deep into his travelogues
it is indeed intriguing for one to recognize
the soulful purpose that made him undertook travels across the globe. For our bard,
who travelled to the East several times firmly
believed that all the countries of the Orient
had a shared history and culture. This is better
understood if one tries to decipher from the
messages he tried to convey in his lectures
in the course of his travels. The lectures of
Tagore, be it in Japan, in China, it echoed the
message of Universalism (Nag, 1944). Dating
from 1878, his first travel to Europe to his
last in 1934, he was consistent in his aim of
building a fraternity of the Asian countries
whose roots would be embedded in mutual
friendship and universal brotherhood.
We find detailed accounts of his travels
through various letters and books written by
the bard himself but the plethora of thoughts
that housed in his mind could not always
found their way out of his pen. One such
striking yet beautiful example of such is his
multiple travels and his close association with
the island of Sri Lanka or Ceylon. Irrespective
of the fact that the poet travelled to the island
thrice in 1922, 1929, 1934 besides 1924 and
1929, nothing much has been discussed regarding the same. Tagore and his encounter
with the vibrant island of Sri Lanka have been
a less explored area though it is said that Sri
Lanka was his personal favourite(Nag, 1944).
Here, the astonishing fact needs a mention
that the poet was making travels to the island
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at a very advanced age where his health was
giving up on him now and then. Yet, the desire of unifying the East was still bubbling in
the poet’s heart and that possibly gave him
the strength to brave the physical weariness.
The year 1922 marked the first official
visit of Tagore to the land of Ceylon on the
invitation of Dr.W.Arthur Re Silva, an eminent scholar, and alumnus of the University
of Calcutta. Tagore was always admired and
considered a key figure amongst the intellectuals of Sri Lanka who would direct the
youth of the nation toward shaping a brighter
and prosperous society. It is interesting to
note here that Tagore was invited at a time
when Ceylon nationalism was at its peak.
The youth at that juncture needed an address about the worldly knowledge and the
unification of Asia. Tagore in the course of his
lecture stated that though the modern map
of Ceylon separates it from India geographically there is no iota of doubt that its history,
religion, language, culture, and morals are
still the same with India. In the concluding
part, we find the poet being hopeful as he
says, though the spiritual bond between the
nations has declined it was about time for
the revival and strengthening the lost ties
(Coperahewa, 2011). The next visit in the
year 1928 was an unplanned one, due to his
unstable health conditions the poet could not
complete his travel to the University of Oxford
and instead decided to take a detour to his
favourite island. This was one of his longest
stay in the island. Though the visit of 1922 and
1928 helped in strengthening the estranged
relationship between the two nations. The
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last official visit in the year 1934 was what
made all the difference. Tagore visited the
island in 1934 with his troupe to perform
the Shapmochan as an endeavour to raise
funds for his Visva-Bharati. By this time the
Sinhalese Intelligentsia was well aware of the
poetic as well as social excellence of the bard.
The dance drama and its performance had a
huge agenda than just raising funds, through
the dance drama form Tagore wanted to
transport the nature of Shantiniketan and
encapsulate it within the culture of Ceylon
(Coperahewa, 2011).

Wilmont Perrera with Rabindranath Tagore

Tagore was disturbed with the fact that irrespective of having a rich historical heritage
the island is giving way to the creation of
colonial identity. Thus he felt just like Bengal,
Ceylon should also go through a Renaissance.
He undoubtedly wanted to thrust the cultural identity formation of the country yet the
question here remains whether the people
were willing enough to accept the ways of
Tagore for nation-building and for creating a
cultural identity (Coperahewa, 2012). In this
light, the performance of Shapmochan was a
Monthly Bulletin
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deliberate attempt to make the countrymen
realize that it was about time to rediscover
their cultural identity and wear off the curse of
slavery and colonial imitation. Here, we find a
fine balance between what he preached and
his performance. If his speeches were setting
theory into motion, he was also trying to reestablish a praxis in the performance.
Responses in the form of newspaper
clippings, letters, and news broadcasts were
enormous. With more and more people voicing their wish to pursue Oriental music and
read and translate the creations of Tagore into
the curriculum of Ceylon, it was well understood the impact the maestro had on the Sinhalese crowd. From the exchange of cultural
ideas to bringing people to the theatre for
the first time to awakening in the people the
interest for oriental music and finally creating
the curriculum for school Tagore had been an
air of effective cultural change and revivalism in the history of Ceylon. The teachings of
Tagore and his eastern principles have moved
people in ways more than one and now they
wanted to have the teachings and worldviews
of Tagore in their day to day life. A time when
there was extreme political as well as ethnic
turmoil in the land the teachings of Tagore
served as a blessing in disguise for them. The
mutual bond of love and understanding that
was building up opened new pathways for
more linguistic, cultural exchanges between
the two nations.
References
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An encounter between two Asian
civilisations: Rabindranath Tagore and the early
twentieth century
I n d o -J a p a n e s e
cultural confluence, edited by
Subhas R anjan
Chakraborty
and Shyam Sundar Bhattacharya, Kolkata, The Asiatic Society, 2018,
xxv+160 pp., INR 850 (hardback), ISBN
978-93-81574-79-9
The essays in the anthology under review
document different aspects of India-Japan
encounters in the early twentieth century
with a particular focus on the figure of Rabindranath Tagore. Tagore visited Japan several
times in the 1910s and 1920s, forged crucial
networks and actively participated in, and
indeed pioneered as sections of scholars
might argue, civilizational dialogues cutting
across the strictures of national boundaries.
The inter-Asian cosmopolitan world Tagore,
and a number of his Indian and Japanese
peers, envisioned reflected the aspirations
and anxieties of the times: a colonized India
dragged into the orbit of World War I by the
British Empire; the growing surge of India’s
nationalist movement and reconfiguration
of its relationship vis-à-vis the British Empire and a club of select Asian powers that
very substantially drew upon mobilities of
revolutionaries, thinkers and intellectuals;
and not least, a rising Japan on its course of
modernization and militarism in the interwar
years, stoking in the process high hopes
amongst other Asian powers with emphatic
idioms of Asian affinities. A few words on
Japan’s experience(s) of its own journey in
the early twentieth century will be in order
at this stage.
In the early twentieth century Japan
stood at crossroads. As an Asian nation
Monthly Bulletin

waking up to West-inspired modernization and at once bracing for sea-change in
politics, society and economy, she was embarking on a journey of self-discovery along
nationalist lines since the Meiji restoration in
1868, albeit not without internal critiques.
Such critiques went on to underscore what
it saw as the shallowness of Japan’s westernized modernization project and yielded, if
also somewhat ominously, a certain zealous
defence of Japan’s own cultural spirit (bunka
seishin). If the literature on Japan’s arguably
triumphant march towards a West-inspired
modernity since the Meiji restoration is impressive, scholars have in recent times no less
significantly come to broach the question of
internal critiques and their implications.
Harry Harootunian’s Overcome by Modernity:
History, Culture, and Community in Interwar
Japan thus explores how the Japanese encountered and discussed modernity in the
interwar years. In less than a decade from
the publication of Harootunian’s important
monograph, Richard F. Calichman translated
into English and edited the proceedings of a
1942 symposium in which Japan’s foremost
cultural authorities conferred with much
anxiety on Japan’s reckless modernization
and resultant cultural crisis (Overcoming Modernity: Cultural Identity in Wartime Japan).
There is, then, a growing awareness, indeed
concern, among scholars to not merely
examine Japan’s encounter with the ‘West’
and ‘modernity’ but also interrogate voices
emanating from within Japan that were
critical of its western-style modernization.
Two possible trajectories, interwoven but
with slight variations, might be identified
in the upshot: first, a more pronounced turn
towards Japan’s own cultural ethos, at times
re-cast and underpinned with nationalistic
claims to uniqueness; and second, somewhat less explored, line of denunciation of
Japan’s cultural imitation and burgeoning
materialism. So then, while Tagore’s denunciation of Japanese westernization and
militarism is well known in scholarly circles,
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one needs to recognize the salience of wider
debates that characterized Japanese society
especially in the interbellum years. In this
connection, it should be noted in the passing
that there had also been important critical
approaches to the changing nature of the
Japanese state understood in conjunction
with the burgeoning tide of socialism in
parts of Asia since the early decades of the
twentieth century. Japanese intellectuals
such as Kita Ikki thus came to engage with
contemporaneous developments in China.
His Unofficial History of the Chinese Revolution (Shina kakumei gaishi) thus constitutes
an early appreciation of the events of 1911,
meant to be read not merely in a narrowly
confined Chinese context, but as a template
of sweeping social transformation for the
likes of Japan to emulate. Brij Tankha in his
book A Vision of Empire: Kita Ikki and the Making of Modern Japan thus shows how Kita’s
intervention emerged in the process as an
instructive policy paper suggesting internal
reorganization of Japan while also attempting to rework its relation with other Asian
cultures and contributing to a discourse of a
new order in East Asia. What readers ought to
notice though, is the critical aspect in Kita’s
thought, and especially his engagement
with socialism, that lends itself to the complexities of early twentieth century critiques
of dominant ideas of Japanese nationalism.
Such critiques, furthermore, often remained
conjoined with discourses of pan-Asianism
of one form or another.
Yet, similarities on the surface are ever so
deceptive. As Rustom Bharucha has noted,
for all the ‘intersections’, the ‘unified’ Asia
that Tagore and Okakura Tenshin imagined
were anchored in very different grounds (Another Asia: Rabindranath Tagore and Okakura
Tenshin). The present book under review is
refreshingly appreciative of these nuances.
The Introduction by the editors (Subhas
Ranjan Chakraborty and Shyam Sundar
Bhattacharya) draws upon less-explored
archival records and provides a succinct
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masterly overview of the constrained context in which Tagore and his associates had
to travel, and the colonial state’s surveillance
that they had to encounter. Contributions to
the present volume cover a wide spectrum.
They range from explorations of Tagore’s
vision of Asian unity vis-à-vis the visions of
not only Okakura but also Sun Yat Sen (p.
3ff.; Sabyasachi Bhattacharya); through the
reception of not merely Tagore the viswakabi, Nobel laureate, but also, by way of
subsequent institutionalization of Tagore’s
views on education (p. 15ff.; Pabitra Sarkar); to
a metaphorical reading of a story reflecting,
through the prism of an ancient board-game
championship, on Japan’s ancient values
and the grim realities of the 1930s by the
Japan’s future Nobel laureate in Literature
Kawabata Yasunari, echoing as though both
Tagore’s 1916 Imperial University speech as
well as the disenchantment in the novels of
Mishima Yukio (p. 20ff; Abhijit Mukherjee).
A number of contributors to the present
collection have situated Tagore’s first visit to
Japan against the backdrop of the cultural
flows between India and Japan, direct as
well as indirect, since the early twentieth
century (Tapati Mukherjee; Supriya Roy;
Masahiko Togawa) while several other
scholars have focused on specific aspects
of Tagore’s encounter, for instance, Tagore’s
views on Japanese women (Gita A. Keeni), his
Japanese correspondences (Nilanjan Bandyopadhyay), ‘the confluence of Indian and
Japanese art at Santiniketan’ (R. Siva Kumar),
or his poetry with reference to haiku (Kyoko
Niwa). Still others have revisited the much
studied discourse of nationalism (Arun K.
Banerji) or attempted widening the horizon
for an overall assessment of Tagore’s first
visit (Probir Bikash Sarkar). The anthology is
embellished with facsimiles of a number of
archival resources.
In as much as Tagore’s first visit provides
a crucial point of entry into a world of significant and multi-faceted cultural exchanges
between two of Asia’s major civilizations,
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the theme has an enduring relevance. Perhaps more so than ever, even as inter-Asian
geopolitical and cultural contours are being
reconfigured and acquire new meanings
with the changing twenty-first century conditions. The book will be of interest to students and researchers working in the fields
of inter-Asian and cross-cultural encounters.
Soumen Mukherjee
Assistant Professor, Presidency University
Source: South Asian History and Culture, 11:3, 338-340

B i s w a m oy Pa t i ,
Tribals and Dalits
in Orissa: Towards
a History of Exclusion, C.1800-1950,
Oxford University
Press, New Delhi,
2018, Rs. 945.
This monograph, published
a year after the
author’s untimely
death, examines
the different aspects of historical interpretation and meanings centered around the
experiences of the tribals and dalits of Orissa.
It focuses on the problems of colonialism and
how it impacted on the lives of the marginalized. A deep intellectual engagement with
the subjects of his study inspired the author
to negotiate and reinterpret the contested
terrain of middle class politics and its interaction with the socially excluded groups.
The book spreads over six chapters, posits
several important issues apart from the ‘colonial knowledge’ systems, including a number
of other issues such as the colonial agrarian system, adivasi resistance, indigenous
systems of health and medicine; rituals and
legitimacy strategies developed by the rulers;
Monthly Bulletin

and the development of colonial capitalism
and urbanism. The rich narrative makes use
of a variety of sources both archival and vernacular sources and the interpretative aspect
has been buttressed through a robust interdisciplinary approach that makes it a fascinating read for students of history, anthropology,
cultural studies, sociology, dalit studies, and
social exclusion. The book would also be of
interest to non-governmental organizations
and planners of public policy.
The first chapter is titled ‘Invisibility, Social
Exclusion, Survival: Tribals and the Untouchables/Dalits in Orissa’. It sets out the context of
the research theme and the invisibility of the
marginalized communities in the discourses
current in meta narratives . The author begins
with an interesting commentary on Orissa’s
historical geography, demarcating the middle
class and the prosperous classes from the
‘outcaste’ communities and the traditions of
governance followed by the Orissan princes
and the colonial bureaucracy. Critiquing the
general trends of historiography, the author
has expressed his scholarly resentment
regarding the academic obsession with
coastal tracts, and on cults associated with
Jagannath and Puri which has stood in the
way of a bigger scholarly discourse through
a re-envisioning of the region. In fact, it is
a territory which is simply not represented
by the Mughalbandi regions, but by an hinterland comprising of plains and hills, and a
mountain range running parallel to the Bay
of Bengal . The geographical heterodoxy
has been the subject of little discussion,
explicating much of the missing links visible
in the dominant nationalist and imperialist
narratives. Nonetheless, the author concludes
that there seems to be distinct continuities
and overlappings between the colonial and
post-colonial perspectives on the very issue
of social exclusion.
The second chapter of the book is called
‘The Rhythms of Change and Devastation:
Colonial Capitalism and the World of the Socially Excluded, c.1800-1920’. It analyses the
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nature of colonial intervention and the social
friction that had evolved from the coming of
colonial capitalism in Orissa. The chapter essentially focuses on three areas: the coastal
plains, pilgrimage center of Puri and the two
princely states of Kalahandi and Mayurbhanj.
It brings to the fore the initiatives on the part
of the colonial state to sponsor industrialization and promote urbanization which veered
around the denial of tribal forest rights, the
entire process of which defined in the linguistic dictum of ‘civilizing mission’. The author’s
assertion brings out the asymmetrical development which has characterized the destiny
of the state, some signs of which are visible
even today.
The third chapter talks about the tribals
and outcastes in the nineteenth century,
focusing on the theme of ‘survival as resistance’. It discusses the survival strategies that
evolved within the tribal and ‘untouchable
communities’ and the counter narratives
that often challenged the colonial and the
brahmanical hegemonic structures. The
most interesting part of the narrative is
based on the author’s covert assumption
of the entire logic of sub-caste assertion.
The argument revives an old logic of South
Asian historiography that the institution of
caste, despite being hierarchy driven, was
never a water tight compartment, denying
the possibilities of social mobility. The author
successfully establishes the fact that the
element of fluidity which characterised the
caste identities, helped the affluent sections
among the tribal folk to get incorporated
into the caste system as Kshatriyas. This has
been brought out in details through a discussion of the gory confrontations between the
Khandaits, the new defenders of the Hindu
faith and the outcastes who rallied under
leaders like Bhima Bhoi to become a part of
a nativist religious order popularly referred to
as Mahima panthis.
The fourth chapter highlights the Adivasi
traditions and customs concerning health
and medicine and the emotive concerns
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that characterize the incidence of disease
and epidemics in tribal localities. The chapter
discusses such traditions using a range of folk
beliefs and tales, which were based on the
understanding of frequent epidemic-like situations. It has been argued that many beliefs
which were perceived as irrational could be
interpreted differently, because if analysed
differently they would reveal the hidden
fears which formed a part of the world view
of the adivasis. The author has discussed in
details the adivasi perceptions of diseases like
leprosy, small pox, insanity and snakebite. In
these cases, the reliance was undoubtedly
on folk medicine, which in the eyes of the
colonial state was nothing other than unquestioned reliance on superstition and magic.
The chapter further discusses the ‘medical’
gaze of colonialism which operated through
an institutionalised frameworks popularizing
the discourse on western medicine and its
efficacy in sanitizing the Indian society from
the hold of indigenous medical systems. The
logic of advancement and progress promoted
in the name of responsible government attracted a section of the privileged classes of
the native society. In fact, it was the collaboration of these privileged sections, through
an acceptance of western scientific theories,
that gave the colonial rulers an advantage in
establishing their dominance on folk medical
traditions.
The fifth chapter dwells on ‘Rituals of
Legitimacy: Caste /Hegemony/CounterHegemony, c.1800-1940’. It delves into the
diverse rituals involved in the acquisition
and legitimization of power within the caste
hierarchy. More importantly, however, it tries
to situate the counter hegemonic discourses
and counter rituals that arose in the popular
spheres with the rise of the anti-brahmanical
sects represented by the Mahima panthis and
others. This chapter highlights the processes
of ‘Hinduisation’ and ‘Sanskritization’, and the
manner in which the pre-existing system of
caste was ritualised using a diverse range
of strategies. At the same time, the chapter
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discusses the ways in which the ordinary
masses challenged the exploiting classes on a
quotidian basis by using counter-hegemonic
rituals of protest leading to the creation of a
popular cultural space.
The last chapter of the book focuses on
‘Alternative Visions: The Communists and
the State Peoples’ Movement, Nilgiri, 19371948’ emphasizes on the role of communists
in organizing mass movements against the
exploitative administrative structure of the
princely state. The fact that needs to be noted
is the different intellectual paths adopted by
the author in comprehending the dynamics of the movement. The author, instead of
premising on the theory of mobilization from
above, has looked into the development from
a bottom-top approach. In a sense, he argues
that the mobilization of the adivasi communities was possible, because of the pressures
from below. While there had been an inclination of a section of elite historians to interpret
these localized struggles in the context of the
regional and national level developments, the
author has cogently asserted that elements
of autonomy were quite visible in the protest
mentality of the subaltern masses. But this
element of autonomous agency guiding the
dalit and adivasi protests were only one side
of the story. The author has forcefully argued
that there is very little reason in accepting the
logic that the ‘untouchable’ communities and
dalits fought against the oppressive order
without any understanding of the wider social
and political realities.
On the whole, the monograph makes
important contributions in the field of social
history. The author has very candidly argued
that the impact of colonization cannot be discussed in terms of a single narrative. The narrative on rural history is based on a reading of
wider geographical, cultural, social divisions,
which makes the readership aware of the
divergences and convergences. While tracing
the genealogy of colonial construction, the
author points out the differences between
the so-called tribes and caste hierarchy. In
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fact, these dichotomies which were present
in the adivasi and dalit worlds continued
for more than a century or more, breaking
the political boundaries of colonialism and
post-colonialism. The author traces the continuities between colonial and post-colonial
practices, drawing attention to the colonial
state’s ‘civilizing mission’, and shows how contemporary concerns are mapped into a nonexistent and imagined past. Finally, the book
traces the important interface between the
middle-class politics and the movement of
the socially excluded groups challenging the
perceptions of both the right wing and the
subaltern historiography. The author provides
a new analytical frame to understand how the
socially excluded could contest the system of
middle class domination in different ways. He
proposes towards the end of the monograph
that the survival strategies in the form of resistance, as adopted by the servile sections
of the rural society, provokes one to rethink
the saga of the everyday experiences of the
socially excluded groups. In other words, the
author foregrounds the fact that exclusion,
dominance, and humiliation of these groups
were rooted in the legitimization of caste.
Biswamoy Pati’s monograph virtually
forces many social scientists to rethink their
academic position on issues of marginality and subordination. An avowed Marxist,
Pati was known for his life long interest in
archival documents and vernacular sources.
Undoubtedly, he was a pioneering historian
of South Asia who in his young days like a
small trader peddled the richness of Orissan history, before it became a preserve of
the western scholarship. Pati remained undaunted a warrior till the end; he continued
to publish and raise new questions, many of
which came to be adopted as valid fields of
enquiry by the younger group of historians
in their doctoral dissertations. I would like to
candidly state that the present monograph
under review bears the unquestioned stamp
of a humble researcher, who seems to have
known the social history of Oriya-speaking
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regions in his fingertips. Many of the Oriya
tracts, which have been used in this research,
were painstakingly located by Pati and interestingly he inherited some of these rare
documents from his father. There have been
sad moments in his side, when people forgot
to acknowledge that it was Pati who had
brought these sources before professional
historians, something which was too distressing for him. The richness of the monograph
lies in the narrative style of the author who
avoids all possible jargons to write a history
of the excluded in a very readable form. The
other matter to be noted is Pati’s attempt to
move out of the doctrinaire Marxian position
and look at the intersections between caste,
class and other communitarian affiliations.
This monograph opens up new vistas for
rural history, a discipline which needs to be
studied by scholars of present times from a
variety of viewpoints.
Raj Sekhar Basu
Professor of History, University of Calcutta.

Rabindranath: A
Visionary Social
Thinker,by Dr.
Jashobanta Roy,
Punthi Pustak,
Kolkata, 2016
The book
under review is
a revised edition
authored by Dr.
Roy which was
originally submitted for the
award of Ph. D.
Degree at the Assam University, Silchar. The
work was carried out under the supervision of
Professor Dilip Kumar Mohanta, former Head,
Department of Philosophy, Assam University,
Silchar. The dissertation was entitled ‘A Critical
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Study of Some Aspects of Rabindranath’s
Social Philosophy with Special Reference
to Individual, Society and Nature’. In all, ten
chapters make the book with a detailed bibliography and index. All through the pages
the author has reminded us time and again
that his attempt here has been primarily
concentrated on understanding Rabindranath’s thinking in philosophical terms spread
over a number of specific areas of enquiry
such as education, environment, religion,
rural reconstruction, status of women and
so on and so forth. These apart he tried to
put forth some discussions on Tagore’s basic
philosophy based on the tenets of human
unity in diversity embedded in a wide range
of environmental niches. Tagore’s vision of
an ideal society was strewn around certain
basic principles of life which encapsulated
humane elements like cooperation, equity,
justice, peace, mutual understanding, cultural
tolerance, integrity, freedom and on top of
everything a sense of fulfilment of joy in life.
The ethical core that is expected to guide all
these integral elements of a given society/
community would ultimately flow from the
basic education – both formal and informal,
but rooted in an indigeneity that connects
man and nature. In order to accomplish that
target Tagore’s ideas moved around, picked
up the reflective critical elements, blended in
simple deliverable projections so that people
can easily accommodate them in their habits
and performance. These social philosophical
aspects of Rabindranath’s thinking engaged
the attention of the author and he tried to
share them with his readers in this useful
publication. The cover design requires to be
mentioned with appreciation.

Satyabrata Chakrabarti
General Secretary, The Asiatic Society
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Julian Barnes, The
Sense of an Ending,
ISBN: 978-0-22409415-3, Pages:
163, Vintage Publication, United
Kingdom, 2011,
Rs. 399.
The Sense of an
Ending was published in the year
2011 and won the
Booker prize for
that year thereafter. Julian Barnes has always shown a keen
interest in human relationships, as one might
have noticed from the themes he tends to
delve into in all his other works of fiction. This
book however specifically stands out from the
rest of his books, as compact and yet quietly
powerful and poignant in its ambiguity.
The narrative begins with a cautious, selfproclaimed “peaceable”, and divorced man in
his 60’s – Tony Webster – recalling his life, from
school to college to his marriage, and relaying
it to us according to what he remembers. The
emphasis here lies on “what he remembers”
because from the very beginning of the novel,
Barnes constructs Memory and the uncertainty
that lies in the ‘act of recollecting’ as a very
central and prominent theme in the way the
plot unfolds itself. The story predominantly
revolves around his past relationships, but
one specifically more than the rest, and that
was the one with Veronica, who he had met in
college and continuously claims as mysterious.
Their relationship ended quite sourly with her
leaving him (for reasons obscure and arguable)
and then soon after, going on to date his intellectual and (according to Tony) idealistic best
friend Adrian Finn. This naturally led to a lot of
resentment and animosity from the Tony’s side,
which amounted to him writing an extremely
harsh letter to Adrian and then never speaking
to either of them again.
Four decades later, Tony is compelled to
revisit this uncomfortable memory when he
Monthly Bulletin

receives a letter, Adrian’s diary and 500 pounds
from Veronica’s mother– after her death,
which leaves Tony unsettled and pushes him
to get back in touch with Veronica to seek
out the answers to his unresolved questions.
Gradually, as the plot progresses, Tony puts
together his subconsciously forgotten actions
and impressions, and uncovers the apparently
hidden links that makes him accountable to
these forgotten people from his past, thereby
attempting to construct a “chain of individual
responsibilities” that ultimately led to the
exacerbating consequences of their actions.
This is hence a story of a man who is a mystery
to his very self. It is about a man trying to decode the puzzle that is his past self, plunging
him into the depths of his own subconscious
and awakening him with the re-realisation of
how incapable human beings are of keeping
an accurate account of their very own history.
One could say that the story has intentionally been constructed as a meta-narrative,
wherein the narrator continuously reminds
the reader of the precariousness of his own
memory and thereby compromises his own
credibility while in the process of recollecting
his past. The unreliability of the narrator thereby adds a shade of ambivalence to the story
that is unique to this book. The entirety of the
plot is in fact, riddled with subtle yet conspicuous ambiguity which proliferates in the climax
to an ending that is open to several forms of
interpretation. This is hence, not a book with a
straightforward and neatly packaged ending.
It is a book that raises more questions than it
answers, and the climax is not nearly as explicit
as it is unnerving. I’d like to believe that it is
this perplexing climax that earned the book
its noteworthy and enigmatic name.
This is the kind of book that makes you
want to google multiple and varied interpretations of, because just having the knowledge
of your own is not merely enough.
Urja Priyadarshini Chaudhury
UG Student, Christ University
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দয্ িডসক�টর্ অব্ ইভিনং,
মািরেয়ক লু কাস িরেনেভ�,
অনু বাদ - িমেশল হািচসন,
েফবার
অয্া�
েফবার,
ল�ন, �থম �কাশ - মাচর্
২০২০, ISBN - 9780571349364, পৃ �া ২৮৮,
মূ লয্ ৮৯৯ টাকা।
েবশ িকছু দশক আেগ
েচেশায়াভ িমউশ খািনকটা
বয্� কেরই বেলিছেলন,
“েকােনা পিরবাের েলখক বা
েলিখকা জ�ােল েসই পিরবার �ংস হেবই হেব।” স�িত
বুকারজয়ী ওল�াজ েলিখকা মািরেয়ক লু কাস িরেনেভ�-এর
কথা এই �সে� মেন পেড়। মািরেয়েকর বাবা যখন �থম
জানেত পােরন তাঁর েমেয় বই িলখেছ, িতিনও এমনটাই
বেলিছেলন। একথা িরেনেভ� িনেজই জািনেয়েছন। এর আেগ
হয্াির মুিলশ এবং টিম িভেয়িরংগা �াথিমক �ের বুকােরর
জনয্ মেনানীত হেলও, িরেনেভ�ই �থম ডাচ্ সািহিতয্ক
যাঁর বই বুকাের স�ািনত হল। মা� ঊনি�শ বছেরর
এই েলিখকার বুকাের স�ািনত দয্ িডসক�টর্ অব্ ইভিনং
উপনয্াসেক অেনেকই মেন করেছন আ�ৈজবিনক। জঁেরর
িনিরেখ েলখািট আ�ৈজবিনক উপনয্াস নািক উপনয্াসমূ লক
আ�জীবনী, এই স�ীপনীয় িববােদ না িগেয় সরাসির েঢাকা
েযেত পাের এই বইেয়র �গাঢ় সংিবি�র অ�রমহেল।
উপনয্ােস �ট আপাত অেথর্ েনই বলেলই চেল। বরং আেছ
আঠাশ বছর বয়সী এক তরুণীর অনগর্ল �ৃিতক�ূ য়েনর িনিবড়
অধয্াস। যািপত অতীেতর আলু থালু ম�র পির�াজেন আমােদর
উপনয্ােসর শুরুেতই আলাপ হয় বছর দেশেকর েছা� েমেয়
ইয়াস-এর সে�। ক�র ে�ােট�য্া� মা-বাবার অনাদের েবেড়
উঠেত থাকা ইয়াস একিদন মুহূেতর্র রােগর বেশ �াথর্না কের
বেস, ভগবান েযন ওর দাদা মািথস-েক েমের েফেল কারণ
মািথস িকছু েতই ওেক বরেফ ে�িটং করেত িনেয় যায়না।
িক� েনহাত অিভমান েয অিভস�ােতর রূপ েনেব, একথা
দূ রতম দু ঃ�ে�ও ভাবেত পােরিন েছােটা েমেয়িট। েসিদনই
পাহাড় েথেক পেড় �াণ হারায় মািথস আর সােথ-সােথই
বদেল যায় ইয়াস ও তার পিরবােরর জীবনযা�ার অিভমুখ।
এই ধা�া কািটেয় উঠেত না উঠেতই এেস পেড় আেরক
ভয়াবহ স�ট। উপনয্াসিট েলখা ২০০১ সােলর ে�ক্ষাপেট। ঐ
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বছর েনদারলয্া�েস গবািদ পশুেদর
মেধয্ এক অজানা েরাগ মহামািরর
আকার েনয়। পিরি�িত এতটাই
সাংঘািতক হেয় ওেঠ েয ঐ েরােগ
আ�া� গবািদপশুেদর না েমের
েফলেল মানু ষও আ�া� হেয় পড়েত
পারত। ইয়াসেদর িকছু েগারুেকও
এই কারেণ েমের েফলেত হয়। এই
ঘটনা ইয়ােসর েডয়াির ফামর্ চালােনা
বাবােক শুধু আিথর্কভােবই সবর্�া�
কেরিন, মানিসকভােবও �চ� িব��
কেরিছল।
িক� শুধু এটুকুই িক এই
উপনয্ােসর �িতপাদয্? না, বরং
এইসব িববরণ এক িকেশারীর
অ�যর্ানী মানবী হেয় ওঠার সূ চনািব�ু
মা�। �থম ক’পৃ �ার না�ীমুখ
েপেরােলই আমরা এেস দাঁড়াই এই
উপনয্াস�ে�র িনষাদনু য্� অ�রীেপ,
েযখােন ঈ�র আ�ার িব�হ নয় বরং
অনা�ার অবয়ব, বাবা-মা ে�হমাখা
ভরসার আধার নয় বরং লালেচাখ
ভীিতর কারণ। পড়েত পড়েত যত
এেগাই, ততই েযন আমােদর অেচনা
হেত থােক িরেনেভে�র জগত।
বড়দা মািথস চেল যাওয়ার িদন
েথেক ইয়াস তার ি�য় লালেকাট
আর িকছু েতই খুলেত চায়িন। বাবার
শত বকুিন সে�ও অনড় ইয়াস েসই
লালেকাট গা েথেক েখােলিন। অথচ
তার বয়স বাড়ার সে� সে� তার
শরীরও �কৃিতর িনয়েম বাড়েত থােক,
�েনর আয়তন বৃ ি�র ফেল েকােটর
েবাতাম খুেল িছটেক যায়, একটা
সমেয়র পর েস মলতয্াগও ব� কের
েদয়। অনয্িদেক ইয়ােসর মাঝবয়সী
মা নূ য্নতম খাওয়াদাওয়া করাও
েছেড় েদয়, েছাটভাই ওেব খােটর
শ� কােঠ িনেজর মাথা িদনরাত
ঠু কেত থােক এবং েকােনা পশুপািখ
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েদখেলই ছু েট িগেয় িনমর্মভােব তােক হতয্া কের।
েনদারলয্া�েসর সু দূর �ােমর িনসগর্জীবন এই
উপনয্ােসর আেধয় হেলও, এেত েকােনা ি��
�শাি�র ছায়া েনই, েনই েকােনা জ�ম জীবেনর
ত�য় কলরব। তার বদেল আেছ েবঁেচ থাকার
মেধয্ অনি�ে�র আতর্নাদ আর অ�ু ট অ�ি�।
িরেনেভে�র এখনও পযর্� েলখা বইেয়র
সংখয্া িতন। দয্ িডসক�টর্ এর আেগর দু ’িট বইই
কিবতার, যার �থমিটর �কাশ ২০১৫ সােল।
পেররিটর, তার দু ’বছর পের। এরও িতনবছর
আেগ েথেক এই বয্িত�মী ি�তবাক্ তরুণী
িলখিছেলন তাঁর উপনয্াস। লক্ষণীয় িরেনেভে�র
সবকিট েলখােতই শরীেরর �স� নানাভােব িফের
এেসেছ, কখনও অসু �তার অিছলায় কখনও
েযৗনতার অ�তয্ািশত েদয্াতনায়। ি�তীয় কিবতার
বই ফয্া�ম েময়ার-এ েযমন উিন িলেখেছন –
“একটা নীল িদগ� েথেক উেড় আেস ঘুিড়/
যা সমুে� ডুেব যায়/ শরীরও আেরকটা শরীের
েডােব।” (িনজ� অনু বাদ) দয্ িডসক�টর্-এ েদখেত
পাই েগারুর মল�ােরর জনয্ বয্বহাযর্ সাবান
ইয়াসেক মলতয্াগ করােনার জনয্ বয্বহৃত হে�।
এই উপনয্ােসরই আেরকিট জায়গায় েদিখ ইয়াস
ও তার েছাটেবান পর�েরর মুেখ িনেজেদর িজভ
পুের িদে� আর তােদর েছাটভাই তােদরই সামেন
ৈমথু েন বয্�, যিদও েস িনেজই জােন না ৈমথু ন
কী। েস তার �বৃ ি�র অবর্াচীন লালন করিছল
মা�। এসব ‘েনাংরািম’ েদেখ �ি�ত তােদর

অিতধািমর্ক বাবা ঈ�রেক পেল পেল ধনয্বাদ
জানাে�ন, েকননা তাঁর তখন মেন হে� মািথস
েবঁেচ থাকেলও আজ এরকম উ�ে� েযত। তার
েচেয় এই বরং ভােলা! আপাতদৃ ি�েত অ�াভািবক
এক ডাচ্ গৃ হে�র এইসম� ছিব একে� আমােদর
মেন অিচেরই এক অ�ি�র ম�াজ ৈতির কের।
িমেশল হািচসেনর সু েযাগয্ অনু বােদ (বুকার
কিমিটর মেত যা ‘ভাচুর্েয়ািসক’) িরেনেভে�র
েলখার িনযর্াস এতটুকু হারায়িন, বরং এরকম
ঝরঝের অনু বাদ পেড় সলমন রুশিদর মেতা
বলেত ইে� কের, অনু বাদ অেনক নতুন িকছু ও
আমােদর েদয়। দয্ িডসক�টর্ অব্ ইভিনং েয একুশ
শতেক প�ব�াহী আ�িব�ৃত মানু েষর স�ি�র
‘�য্া� নয্ােরিটভ’-েক খুব �বল একটা ধা�া িদেত
েপেরেছ, তা আর বলার অেপক্ষা রােখনা। আর
েসখােনই এই উপনয্ােসর সাথর্কতা। আ�তুি�র
েশৗিখন কাঁচ েভেঙ সািহেতয্ েয আ�িনরীক্ষার
ধারা চলেছ তােত সা�িতকতম সংেযাজন এই
উপনয্াস। না�িনক মাত�ির নয়, বরং সতয্াব�ার
িনরাস� অে�ষেণই েয মানবতার যাবতীয় বয্ািধর
�িতিবিধৎসা িনিহত, এই উপলি�র িদেকই
পাঠকেক �মশ িনেয় যান িরেনেভ�। তাঁর
েলখায় েয চির�েদর েদখা েমেল, তােদর করুণ
জীবনচযর্া অবাক কের। শ� েঘােষর মত ��
করেত সাধ হয়, তারা “এমনভােব েকান্ �ধর্া
কের বেল যায় / আমার দু ঃেখর কােছ েতামােদর
নত হেত হেব?”

দীপায়ন দৎত রায়

ে�ট এেডড কেলজ িটচার, �রামপুর গালর্স কেলজ
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